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CIRCULARS  AND  PRICE-LISTS. 


In  the  Summer  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Drtjcgist, 
July  30,  1904,  we  can  insert  circulars  and  price-lists  as 
insets.  This  is  a  most  effective  way  of  bringing  goods 
under  the  notice  of  buyers.  They  get  there,  the  receivers 
read  them  and  keep  them.  The  cost  of  distributing  12.000 
circulars  in  the  summer  issue  is  a  mere  fraction  of  what 
it  costs  to  send  price  lists  singly  by  post.  We  ask  adver- 
tisers who  are  thinking  of  having  an  inset  to  give  the 
matter  their  attention  now,  and  to  communicate  with  the 
Publisher,  42  Cannon  Street,  E.G.,  who  will  be  happy  to 
furnish  full  particulars.  | 


The  South  African  Customs  Union  lias  imposed  a  duty 
of  15s.  per  pruof  gallon  on  imported  medicinal  tinctures. 
A  cablegram  to  this  effect  has  come  from  our  Cape  cor- 
respondent (p.  883),  and  we  give  further  particulars  aa 
p.  896. 

The  latest  store  prices  arc  mentioned  on  p.  880. 

Chemists  who  soli  fertilisers  will  find  some  useful  observa- 
tions on  p.  900. 

No  fewer  than  eight  deeds  of  arrangement  are  reported 
in  this  issue.    See  p.  893. 

Mr.  Ewbank  Smith  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Easfc 
Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Society  (p.  900). 

Extractum  BELLA  DO  NN.E  brings  us  an  additional  number  of 
letters  and  opinions,  which  are  printed  on  p.  904. 

The  Shop  Hours  Bill  has  passed  the  second  reading, 
and  has  been  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade 
(p.  894). 

The  Glyn-Jones  Testimonial  lias  been  fairly  launched, 
with  Mr.  T.  H.  \V.  Idris  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
(p.  901). 

The  Trade-marks  Bill  does  not  please  the  Londoi* 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Secretary  writes  to  us  about 
it  (p.  905). 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  was  not  read  a  second  time  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  is  now  down  for  second  reading  on  Monday, 
July  4  (p.  894). 

The  Sale  of  Abortefacients  (including  proprietary  medi- 
cines of  that  nature)  is  to  be  rigorously  restricted  in  New 
South  Wales  (p.  884). 

The  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians  was  successfully  formed'  ' 
on  June  2.  Mr.  J.  Harcombe  Cuff,  New  Southgatc.  N.,  is  • 
the  Secretary  (p.  903). 

The  Lee  Penny,  upon  which  Scott  based  "  The  Talisman/' 
is  the  subject  of  an  interesting  sketch  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Gil- 
mour beginning  on  p.  910. 

A  Man  at  Ince,  near  Wigan,  has  died  from  pneumonia 
accelerated  by  an  overdose  of  morphine  dispensed  by  a 
local  doctor.    We  give  full  particulars  on  p.  902. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis  have  proved  thai 
Koch  was  wrong  in  saying  that  bovine  and  human  tuber^ 
culoses  are  not  intercommunicablc  (p.  880). 

A   leading  Paris  house   is  endeavouring  to  nobble  the  ■ 
vanilla  trade  by  getting  it    transferred  from  London  to 
Paris.    We  expose  the  scheme  in  an  article  on  p.  897. 

Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  has  made  a  statement  in  regard1  -I 
to  the  '"  Compendium  "  which  a  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  now  compiling  (p.  888). 

The  Brandy  prosecution  in  North  London  has  resulted  ii»j 
the  conviction  of  the  seller.  We  give  some  particulars  in- 
regard  to  the  composition  of  brandy  in  an  article  on  p.  898. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  was,  on  Wednesday,  appointed  Pre- 
sident of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  succession  to  Mr. 
S.  R.  Atkins,  and  Mr.  J.  Rvmer  Young  was  appointed! 
Vice-President  (p.  886). 

A  Publican  and  Grocer  at  Templepatrick  (co.  Antrim) 
has  been  fined  for  selling  laudanum.  The  prosecuting 
police-sergeant  was  complimented  by  the  Bench  on  his  able 
presentation  of  the  case  (p.  889). 

EXTREMELY,  quiet  conditions  prevail  in  the  drug  aiwj 
chemical  markets.  Quicksilver,  mercurials,  saffron,  German 
refined  camphor,  and  shellac  are  lower  ;  lycopodium,  santo- 
nin, and  neroli  oil  are  higher;  and  lemon  oil  and  citri-e 
acid  are  firmer  (p.  907). 

In  the  case  of  Brown  v.  Pauhans  under  the  Dentists  Aet, 
an  appeal  by  the  defendant  has  been  dismissed  by  the 
Divisional  Court  of  King's  Bench,  which  held  that  the 
appellant,  by  placing  the  name  of  a  dental  company  on 
his  door,  used  descriptions  that  he  had  no  right  to  as  au 
unregistered  person  (p.  890). 

The  General  Medical  Council's  Spring  Session  finished 
on  Tuesday.  The  Council  seriously  discussed  the  desir- 
ability of  doing  away  with  examination  in  biology,  but 
retaining  the  subject  in  the  curriculum.  The  British  Phar- 
macopoeia Committee  reported  that  over  35,000  copies  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia  have  been  sold,  and  some  details  were 
given  of  research  work.  A  resolution  in  favour  of  tins 
metric  svstem  was  passed  by  the  Council  (pp.  912-4). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Amongst  the  winners  at  the  recent  Cart-horse  Parade 
'were  G.  B.Kent  &  Sons  (Limited),  of  Farringdon  Road 
-and  Victoria  Park. 

Buxton  Town  Council  has  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  2.431/.  annually  for  sixty  years  as  the 
■purchase-price  of  the  mineral-water  baths. 

On  May  26  an  elderly  woman,  named  Wright,  entered 
the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Cotton,  in  Church  Street,  St. 
Helens,  in  an  exhausted  condition,  and  died  before 
medical  aid  could  be  procured. 

Messrs.  Brunner.  Mond  &  Co.,  chemical-manufacturers. 
1  of  Northwich.  have  given  1.0007.  towards  the  fund  for  the 
•extension  of  the  local  Victoria  Infirmary,  which  is  being 
"•erected  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Queen. 

At  Swindon  on  May  26,  George  Bull  was  committed  for 
trial  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  4/.  Is.  by  false  pretences 
from  Elizabeth  Gorton  in  connection  with  the  agency  for 
eucalyptus  cigarettes  (see  G.  <fc  D.,  May  28,  page  846). 

In  less  than  a  year  1.500  persons  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  use  of  a  medical  weighing-machine  in  Mr.  W. 
Maskew's  pharmacy  at  Clacton-on-Sea.  The  proceeds  are 
devoted  to  local  charities,  and  the  local  Cottage  Hospital 
has  benefited  to  the  extent  of  5/.  4s. 

Ten  children   were  on  Saturday  last,   at  the  North 
JLondon  Police  Court,  remanded  for  a  week  for  thefts 
■  amounting  to  50/.  from  the  Hackney  Wick  premises  of 
Mr.  R.  W.  Orrock,  glass-bottle  manufacturer,  who  has 
■~  recently  removed  his  factory  to  Barking. 

A  young  labourer  named  Robert  Batt  was  committed 
'-for  Trial,  at  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  May  30.  on  two 
'•charges  of  burglary,  one  of  which  was  alleged  to  be  at  the 
ipremises  of  Mr.   A.  J.   Dyer,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
*6  Acre  Lane,  Brixton,  where  the.  sum  of  14/.  was  stolen. 

Alderman  H.  Potter  (Potter  &  Clarke.  Artillery  Lane) 
was  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Stepney  Borough 
Council  at  the  conference  held  on  Friday  last,  at  the 
Guildhall,  to  consider  the  Valuation  Bill,  1904,  to  which 
ithe  local  councils  are  so  much  opposed,  and  in  connection 
•with  which  a  deputation  is  to  wait  upon  the  President  of 
.ithe  Local  Government  Board. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company's  guide,  "  Holi- 
.-days  in  the  Eastern  Counties,"  has  just  been  issued  in  a 
convenient  pocket  size,  from  the  publishing  office,  30  Fleet 
Street,  E.C.  A  special  feature  has  been  made  of  the 
illustrations,  some  of  which  are  in  two  colours,  and 
prominence  has  been  given  to  the  out-of-the-way,  little- 
sfrequented  spots  which  are  so  common  in  East  Anglia. 

At  Wandsworth  County  Court  on  May  30  a  firm  of 
"."Streatham  butchers  sued  Mr.  W.  Geddes,  of  the  Geddes 
Manufacturing  Company.  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C,  and 
Deepdene  Road,  Streatham,  for  a  judgment  debt  of 
26/.  Is.  1(7.  for  meat  supplied.  The  deputy  judge  ordered 
payment  in  a  month,  or  fourteen  days'  imprisonment  in 
default. 

At  Clerkenwell  Sessions,  on  May  31,  Arthur  Harrison 
(41)  was  sentenced  to  two  years'  imprisonment  for 
attempting  to  obtain  goods  value  17/.  17s.  from  Wauken- 
phast  (Limited),  of  New  Bond  Street,  W..  by  posing  as 
an  Army  staff  surgeon.  Harrison,  who  has  been  con- 
'  victed  at  Spalding,  Bristol.  Newport,  Lincoln,  Winchester, 
.and  Hants,  is  the  son  of  a  doctor,  and  was  educated  at 
King's  College.  He  gave  his  address  as  of  Yorkersgate. 
Malton,  Yorkshire,  but  the  address  was  false  (see 
€.  &  D.,  May  28,  page  846). 

Thomas  Heller  (71),  church  verger.  Rugby,  who  died 
in  the  street  on  Sunday  last,  did  not  believe  in  doctors, 
but  said  that  on  the  ad  vice  of  a  friend  he_  had  consulted 
one,  who  had'  given  him  a  plaster  for  his  chest.  He 
subsequently  told  his  friend's  son  that  the  doctor  was  a 


butcher  and  the  plaster  a  beefsteak.  Death  was  shown  at 
the  inquest  to  be  due  to  natural  causes,  the  heart  being 
affected. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis 

has  issued  an  interim  report,  which  states  that  after 
elaborate  experimental  investigations  the  Commissioners 
have  found  that  the  introduction  of  human  tuberculous 
material  into  bovine  animals  has  given  rise  in  several  cases 
to  acute  tuberculosis  and  in  others  to  the  disease  in  a  less 
severe  form.  After  careful  comparison  they  have  found 
the  disease  set  up  in  the  bovine  animal  by  material  of 
human  origin  to  be  identical  with  that  set  up  by  material 
of  bovine  origin.  This  result  seems  to  show  quite  clearly 
that  it  would  be  most  unwise  to  frame  or  modify  legisla- 
tive measures  in  accordance  with  the  view  propounded  by 
Koch,  that  human  and  bovine  tubercle  bacilli  are  specifi- 
cally different  from  one  another,  and  that  the  disease 
caused  by  the  one  is  a  wholly  different  thing  from  the 
disease  caused  by  the  other. 

Store-prices. 

The  following  alterations  in  prices,  &c,  are  noted  in  the 
June  issue  of  the  Civil  Service  Stores  circular  : 

Revised. — Finest  Anglo-Norwegian  cod-liver  oil,  10(7.  per 
8-oz.  bottle,  Is.  6(7.  per  16-oz.  bottle,  2s.  lid.  per  32-oz.  bottle, 
14s.  per  gal.  jar  (Is.  allowed  for  empty  jar)  ;  Calvert's  car- 
bolic acid,  8(7.  per  bottle;  camphor,  3s.  2(7.  per  lb.;  flesh 
gloves,  5d.  and  6g(7.  per  pair,  Turkish,  4(7.,  5(7. ,  and  6j(7. 
per  pair ;  poppy  heads,  3^(7.  per  dozen ;  Spongio-piline 
(thick),  16s.  per  yd.  ;  Cuticura  soap,  10c?.  per  tablet ; 
seltzogene  powders,  lithia,  8i<7.  per  dozen  box  for  3-pint,  Is. 
for  5-pint. 

Added. — Abbey's  effervescent  salt  (Is.  4c7.  size),  Is.  2(7. ; 
Armstrong's  aseptic  feeding-bottles,  8^d.  each ;  Tidman's 
sea  salt,  9^(7.  per  dozen  for  1(7.  packets;  "  Sparklet"  syphon 
(1904  pattern),  2s.  each  ;  lemon  kali,  in  1-lb.  bottles,  7(7.  each. 

Taken  out  of  List. — "  The  Little  Rosebud "  feeding- 
bottle ;  "Sparklet"  syphon  (1903  pattern);  lemon  kali  in 
1-lb.  tins  at  6W.  each. 

Curling's  cough-lozenges  are  now  labelled  "Expectorant 
lozenges." 

Technical  Education. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Manufacturers'  Section  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  held  on  May  31,  Mr.  A.  C- 
Holzapfel  read  a  paper  on  technical  education,  in  which  he 
stated  that  Great  Britain  was  a  long  way  behind  several 
foreign  countries  in  this  respect.    British  manufacturers, 
he  said,  were  guilty  of  the  neglect  of  science,  and  it  is  a 
fact  that  many  branches  of  industry  in  which  this  country 
held  at  one  time  a  predominant  position,  are  now  largely 
centring  in  other  countries.      Especially  is  this  so  in 
regard  to  the  iron  and  steel  and  the  chemical  industries. 
Thirty  or  forty  years  ago  Great  Britain  was  in  the  van  and 
supplied  not  only  the  whole  of  her  own  demand,  but  the 
principal  share  of  the  requirements  of  other  countries. 
This  has  completely  changed,  both  the  United  States  and 
Germany  being  considerably  ahead,  particularly  in  the 
manufacture  of  fine  chemicals  and  dyes  from  coal-tar  pro- 
ducts.   The  British  Government,  said  the  speaker,  has 
so  far  done  very  little,  compared  .with  other  Governments, 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  technical  high  schools. 
According  to  the  report  of  the  Central  Technical  College 
for  1902,  300  students  paid  8,5867  18*.  as  fees,  or  at  the 
rate  of  over  28/.  per  annum  each.    He  considered  these 
charges  were  excessive  and  deprived  the  sons  of  parents  of 
limited  means  of  an  opportunity  of  taking  part  in  these 
studies.      He  urged  the  Manufacturers'  Section  of  the 
Chamber  to  take  up  the  question  of  technical  education 
and  try  to  induce  the  proper  authorities  to  obtain  the 
necessary  financial  assistance,  not  only  from  the  State,  but 
also  from  private  sources,  so  as  to  enable  young  men  who 
have  the  desire  and  aptitude  to  study  to  do  so.    A  resolu- 
tion was  afterwards  moved  in  favour  of  cheapening  the 
cost  of  technical  education. 

The  Curriculum  Petition. 
The  following  is  the  reply  which  one  of  the  signatories 
to  the  curriculum  petition  has  received  from  the  Privy 
Council  office  : 

Dear  Sir  —I  am  desired  by  Lord  Londonderry  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  a  memorandum  with  reference  to  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  signed  bv  you  and  a  large  number  of  people. 
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It  shall  receive  Lord  Londonderry's  careful  attention.  I 
hope  this  letter  will  be  accepted  by  your  co-signatories  as 
acknowledgment  of  their  resolutions. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Geoffrey  Gordon. 

Sheffield  Notes. 
Mr.  William  Kirkby,  of  Manchester,  whose  new  book 
was  referred  to  last  week,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  William 
Kirkby,  who  still  carries  on  business  in  Meadow  Street, 
.Sheffield. 

,  Mr.  George  Squire,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Hay- 
market,  is  opening  a  branch  shop  at  420  Pitsmoor  Road. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  branch  he  already  carries  on  in 
Sharrow  Lane. 

The  many  friends  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  the  city 
analyst,  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  there  is  a  slight  im- 
provement in  his  condition.  Meanwhile  Mr.  G.  E.  Scott- 
Smith,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  has  been  appointed  as  his  deputy 
in  the  appointment  of  analyst  for  the  West  Riding. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  local  sale  of  borax  has  received  a  fillip  recently  in 
the  "  Birmingham  Mail,"  where  an  article  appeared 
recommending  it  for  everything,  from  the  washing  of 
animals  and  plants  to  the  gargling  of  sore  throats. 

This  same  paper  asks,  "  What  has  become  of  the  Con- 
sultative Institute?''  It  then  proceeds  to  detail  the 
history  and  lethargy  of  the  Institute,  and  concludes  that 
J*  if  the  committee  never  has  any  doubt  about  the 
promoters  going  on  with  the  movement  it  has  postponed  a 
renewal  of  the  struggle  for  a  length  of  time  that  must 
suggest  that  it  has  come  to  regard  the  task  as  a  hopeless 
one." 

What  might  have  been  a  serious  accident  happened  to 
a  well-known  pharmacist  who  was  Out  for  a  botanical  drive 
with  his  wife  and  family  the  other  day.  The  pony  fell, 
and  the  shafts  of  the  conveyance  were  broken.  The  party, 
many  miles  from  home,  secured  the  aid  of  a  friendly 
farmer  to  convey  all  but  the  cart  to  their  destination. 
Happily  none  were  the  worse  for  the  "  spill." 

It  is  such  a  rare  thing  to  see  an  advertisement  for 
a  chemist's  apprentice  in  the  local  papers  that  it  is  worth 
noting  that  one  appeared  last  week.  Reference  was  to  be 
made  to  a  well-known  homoeopathic  chemist. 

A  lucrative  side-line  of  pharmacy — the  manufacture  of 
aerated  waters — is  threatened  in  Birmingham.  It  is 
stated  that  one  of  the  first  hotels  in  the  town  has  laid 
down  an  aerating  plant,  and  that  a  speciality  is  to  be 
made  of  the  popular  stone  ginger-beer. 

A  suburban  photographic  chemist  shows  in  his  window 
an  excellent  camera,  with  its  appurtenances,  set  up,  and 
side  by  side  a  similar  camera  disarticulated.  Its  compli- 
cated mechanism  is  a  source  of  much  curiosity  to  passers- 
by. 

There  is  a  very  large  trade  done  in  Birmingham  in 
mineral  oils.  One  of  the  largest  dealers  in  the  city  states 
that  it  amounts  to  not  less  than  four  million  gallons  per 
annum.  In  the  suburban  districts  much  of  this  article  is 
sold  by  the  chemist. 

The  Birmingham  Volunteer  Corps  was  established  in 
1859.  and  its  roll  of  seventy  included  the  elite  of  its 
professional  and  commercial  life.  Pharmacy  was  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Morris  Banks,  who  did  much  to  further  its 
success.  He  made  a  large  fortune  during  the  Crimea  war 
by  the  sale  of  surgical  dressings,  lint,  and  bandages. 

Universally  Respected. 
The  interment  of  the  remains  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  H. 
Waddington,  chemist,  took  place  at  TJndercliffe  Cemetery, 
Bradford,  on  May  28,  and  the  occasion  was  marked  by  a 
demonstration  of  sorrow  on  the  part  of  local  tradesmen 
such  as  has  never  previously  been  witnessed  in  Bradford. 
Among  the  mourners  were  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  (repre- 
senting the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  Mr. 
Worfolk  (President  Leeds  Chemists'  Association),  Mr. 
Rhodes,  of  Mirfield  (Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association), 
and  from  the  Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Alderman 
H.  Dunn  (President),  Messrs.  A.  Hanson,  R.  T.  Silson, 
A.   Wilson,   H.   Jaukson,  G.   Rimmington,  A.  Maekay, 


G.   T.  Metcalf,  R.   H.   Marshall,   B.   Rogerson,  J.  M. 
j  Newboult,   and  J.    0.    Moulson.      There  were  present 
besides  representatives  of  all  the  Trades'  Associations  in 
J  Bradford.    A  very  large  number  of  wreaths  were  sent. 

Cricket. 

The  Nottingham  Chemists'  Athletic  Club  met  a  team  of 
the  Y.M.C.A.  on  May  26.  when  they  lost  by  nine  runs. 
Winning  the  toss,  Y.M.C.A.  batted  first  and  had  the  best 
of  the  light,  running  up  a  score  of  73.  Towards  the  64 
with  which  the  Chemists  replied,  B.  C.  Cartledge  made 
23  and  A.  H.  Plattin  18. 

London-  College  Cricket  Club. — This  club  opened  the 
season  with  a  match  at  Nunhead,  on  May  28,  between  an 
eleven  of  Englishmen  and  an  eleven  of  "Welshmen,  both 
teams  being  drawn  from  the  students  at  the  College.  A 
well-balanced  and  enthusiastic  contest  resulted  in  a  win 
for  the  Englishmen  by  seven  runs. 

An  Overdose  of  Chloral. 
At  an  inquest  at  Kensington  on  June  1.  on  the  bodv  of 
Miss  Cecilia  Simeon  (43),  sister  of  Sir  J.  S.  Barrington 
Simeon,  Bart,_,  M.P.,  it  transpired  that  several  bottles  of 
Hunter's  solution  of  chloral  were  found  in  deceased's  room. 

Herbert  Rouse  Matthews,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
Rouse  &  Co.,  61  Charlotte  Street,  Fitzroy  Square,  and 
Wigmore  Street,  W.,  stated  that  he  was  the  manufacturer 
of  Hunter's  solution  of  chloral.  It  contained  chloral  to 
the  extent  of  1  in  3.  In  the  dose  of  half  a  teaspoonful 
there  was  10  gr.  of  chloral,  and  that  he  considered  to. 
be  a  harmless  dose.  The  bottle  produced  would  contain. 
400  gr.  It  was  not  necessary  to  enter  the  sale  in  the^ 
poisons-book  as  chloral  was  in  Schedule  2,  and  all  the 
requirements  of  that  part  of  the  Act  had  been  complied 
with— viz.,  labelling  with  the  name  and  address  ot  the 
seller  and  the  word  "poison."  Dr.  Arthur  Latham,  of 
Brook  Street,  Grosvenor  Square,  W..  said  that  30  gr.  of 
chloral  had  been  known  to  kill,  but  he  should  consider 
80  gr.  a  fatal  dose  in  a  healthy  person.  Mr.  Matthews 
pointed  out  that  the  prescription  deceased  had  had  made 
up  with  Dr.  Latham's  consent  included  bromidia.  which 
also  contained  chloral.  Dr.  Latham  said  that  it  was  only 
in  a  small  dose.  and.  even  had  the  deceased  taken  a  dose 
Of  the  solution  of  chloral  together  with  a  dose  of  the- 
medicine  containing  bromidia,  it  could  not  have  had  a,, 
fatal  effect.  She  must  have  taken  a  much  larger  dose. 
The  jury's  verdict  was  that  death  was  due  to  an  overdose  ■ 
of  chloral  taken  to  procure  sleep. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Twelve  deaths  have  been  reported  from  poisons  during- 
the  week,  three  of  which  were  misadventures.  James- 
Campbell  Radwell.  an  insurance  agent  at  Dover,  sent  a 
man  named  Clark  to  Mr.  G.  F.  Forster,  chemist  and  du.g-- 
gist,  Castle  Street,  Dover,  for  some  cyanide  of  potassium.. 
Mr.  Forster  knew  Clark  well,  and  he  had  previously  had1 
a  note  from  Mr.  Radwell  (whom  he  also  knew)  asking  if 
he  could  supply  cyanide  of  potassium  for  photographic- 
purposes.    Mr.  Forster  supplied  1  oz.,  entered  the  sale  im 
the  poisons-book,  and  put  two  "poison"  labels  on  the- 
packet.    Clark  signed  the  poisons-book.    Radwell  appears- 
to  have  made  a  solution  of  the  cyanide  and  taken  a  fatal 
quantity.— An  electrical  engineer,  named  Edward  Baynes, 
was  found  dead  on  the  towing-path  at  Kew,  and  two 
!  bottles  containing  cyanide  of  potassium  were  found  in  his 
pockets.    Medical  evidence  showed  that  cyanide-of-potas- 
sium  poisoning  was  the  cause  of  death. — John  Langshaw, 
a  photographer,  poisoned  himself  with  a  similar  solution 
at  Morecambe.    Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wansbrough  took  an  over- 
dose   of    laudanum    at    Weston-super-Mare,    and  died. 
Frederick  Wastell,  a  marble  mason  at  Shoreditch;  was- 
j  overcome  by  business  troubles  and  poisoned  himself  with 
laudanum.    Carbolic  acid  was  taken  by  John  Smith,  a 
wealthy  Goosnargh  farmer,  and  by  Mrs.  Alice  Shiel.  ai 
miner's  wife,  at  Gateshead.  An  old  woman,  named  Hannah 
Nelson,  who  had  been  strange  in  manner  for  some  time, 
drank  a  fatal  dose  of  a  poisonous  eye-lotion  at  Monkwear- 
mouth.  William  Kibby,  a  farm-labourer  at  Cookhays.  near 
Honiton,  poisoned  himself  with  strychnine.  A  case  of  phos- 
phorus-poisoning occurred  at  Edmonton  on  March  31 :  a 
I  woman  taking  some  phosphorus  paste  mixed  with  water. 
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local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Dispensers  Appointed. 
The  Tralee  Guardians  have  elected  Mr.  William  Dowling 
and  Mr.  C.  Crowley,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  com- 
pounders of  medicine  at  the  Tralee  workhouse  and  Tralee 
dispensary,  at  salaries  of  35/.  and  4CY.  per  annum 
respectively.  There  was  only  one  candidate  in  each  case, 
case. 

Official  Sarcasm. 
The  "  Court  Circular,"  by  a  curious  blunder,  records 
She  laying  by  his  Majesty  of  the  foundation-stcne  of  the 
Eoyal  Hospital  of  Science.  Dublin.  The  Royal  College  of 
Science  is  of  course  meant,  but  the  misprint  is  regarded 
as  an  unconscious  reflection  on  the  proposed  methods  of 
working  the  institution. 

Musical  Honours. 
Mr.  Joseph  Walsh,  M.P.S.I..  scored  several  successes 
at  the  "  Feis  Ceoil "  held  recently  in  Dublin.  He  won  the 
gold  medal  for  tenor  solo-singing,  and  followed  this  by 
winning  the  silver  medal  for  Irish  solo-singing.  Mr. 
Walsh  is  manager  of  the  retail  drug  department  of  Messrs. 
John  Clarke  &  Co.'s  new  establishment  at  Donegall  Square, 
Belfast. 

The  L.G.B.  List. 
The  Nenagh  Guardians  have  received  a  letter  from  the 
liOcal  Government  Board  to  the  effect  that  Dr.  Minnitt 
must  confine  himself  to  the  ordinary  medicine  on  the 
printed  list.  Dr.  Minnitt  said  it  was  red  tape.  Last  year 
he  had  to  substitute  "  virol "  for  cod-liver  oil,  as  there 
was  no  cod-liver  oil  made  and  the  oil  of  other  fish  was 
substituted. 

A  Dentist's  Bill. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Birr  Guardians  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Jaffe,  dentist,  Limerick,  of  10/.  10s.  for  supplying 
ieeth  to  a  workhouse  patient  was  again  under  discussion; 
Mr.  Jaffe  wrote  stating  that  he  understood  from  Anne 
Brenoa  that  she  was  to  have  artificial  teeth,  as  they  were 
necessary  for  the  restoration  of  her  health.  She  came 
several  times  and,  as  he  understood,  with  the  authority  of 
ihe  Board.  It  is  decided  to  refer  the  matter  to  Dr.  Woods, 
with  a  view  to  arranging  a  price. 

The  Labelling  of  Poison. 

Last  week  Edward  Kearney,  an  ex-sergeant  in  the  Royal 
^Irish  Constabulary,  was  accidentally  poisoned  at  Ballen- 
gary.  co.  Limerick,  by  taking  poison  in  mistake  for 
whisky.  The  bottle  containing  the  poison  had  no  label  on 
it,  and  the  wife  of  the  deceased  deposed  at  the  inquest 
that  it  was  given  to  her  by  a  local  medical  practitioner', 
Dr.  Maloney.  and  was  never  labelled  "  Poiscn."  Dr. 
Maloney  said  when  he  attended  deceased  he  appeared  to 
be  sufferirg  from  the  effects  of  poisoning  by  aconite,  and 
later  on  he  showed  symptoms  of  belladonna  poisoning. 
He  had  never  given  anybody  a  bottle  containing  poison 
without  labelling  it  properly.  The  Coroner's  jury  found 
that  deceased  died  from  the  effects  of  poison  taken  in 
mistake  for  whisky,  and  they  exonerated  Dr.  Maloney 
from  .ill  blame. 

Assessment  Appeal. 
At  the  Belfast  Recorder's  Court  on  May  28.  Mr.  Wm.  J. 
Hardy,  trading  as  "  Davidson  &  Hardy,"  Castle  Place, 
Belfast,  appealed  against  the  new  valuation  of  310/.,  the 
eld  valuation  being  110/.  Mr.  Hume,  for  the  appellant, 
?aid  the  question  involved  in  the  case  was  one  of  goodwill. 
The  house  had  been  used  as  a  chemist's  shop,  and  the 
entire  premises  had  been  sold  for  4,250/.  recently.  There 
were  two  sub-lettings  in  respect  of  the  property,  amount- 
ing to  125/.  The  net  value  of  the  premises  was  estimated 
sit  204/.  5s.  Mr.  Talbot,  for  the  Commissioners,  stated 
that  in  his  opinion  310/.  was  a  fair  valuation,  and  it  was 
contended  that  where  the  goodwill  of  the  premises  is  part 
of  the  premises,  as  in  this  case,  the  deduction  made  by 
8he  appellant  should  not  be  allowed.  The  Judge  confirmed 
the  Commissioners'  valuation. 


Scotch  IRcws. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Accidental  Poisoning. 

A  joiner  named  William  Sutherland  (40)  died  at  Leith 
on  May  24,  after  drinking  some  sulphuric  acid  in  mistake 
for  whisky. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  James  Dunn,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  with 
the  Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Company,  has  acquired  the 
business  of  Mr.  Andrew  Gray,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
Newton  Stewart. 

The  shop-fittings  and  stock  belonging  to  Mr.  James 
Wilson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  at  116  Nicolson  Street, 
Edinburgh,  were  sold  by  public  auction  on  May  26.  Mr 
Wilson,  who  is  retiring,  has  been  in  business  a  great 
many  years.  No  buyer  could  be  found  to  take  over  the 
business  as  a  going  concern. 

Fires. 

On  May  24  a  destructive  fire  occurred  in  King  Street. 
Castle  Douglas,  by  which  a  whole  block  of  property  was 
totally  demolished.  The  premises  involved  included  the 
shop  of  Mr.  Frederick  Walker,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Air.  Walker's  stock  was  removed,  but  his  furniture  was 
completely  burnt  up.  The  total  damage  done  is  estimated 
at  about  7,000/. 

A  fire  occurred  on  May  27  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  A.  S. 
Weir,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kemnay.  The  outbreak 
originated  in  -a  box  of  celluloid  in  one  of  the  windows, 
and  is  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  heat  of  the 
sun.  A  number  of  combs,  brushes,  and  other  articles  were 
damaged,  and  the  celluloid  was  consumed.  The  actual 
damage  done  was  very  slight. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

In  addition  to  next  week's  botanical  excursion  (see 
"Coming  Events"),  the  committee  have  arranged  for 
others  to  Colinton  on  June  17,  at  8.30  p.m.  to  Currie  on 
June  24,  at  6.15  a.m..  and  to  Inveresk  cn  July  8.  at 
8.15  P.M.  An  afternoon  excursion  is  being  arranged  for 
July  14.  A  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  36  York  Place  on 
Wednesday  evening,  June  22,  when  Mr.  Hill  will  give  a 
practical  demonstration.  The  Bowman  botanical  prize  of 
1/.  Is.  is  offered  in  connection  with  these  excursions;  full 
particulars  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  Mr.  G.  D. 
Thomson,  73  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

There  is  already  such  an  exodus  to  the  coast  from  the 
West-end  that  business  there  is  prematurely  in  a  state  of 
summer  stagnation.  As  a  result  of  the  continued  trade 
depression  many  of  the  smaller  drug-shops  are  being  run 
single-handed  during  the  dull  season. 

A  sanitary  exhibition  to  be  held  in  connection  with 
the  approaching  Sanitary  Congress  in  Glasgow,  is  to  in- 
clude a  representative  collection  of  disinfectants  and 
disin  f  ecting-apparatus. 

A  newspaper-man  relates  a  personal  experience  to  prove 
that  Pharmacy  Act  prosecutions  are  making  unqualified 
assistants  "very  wary  and  chary."  Entering  a  suburban 
pharmacy  recently,  the  journalist  found  a  man  in  heated 
altercation  with  the  assistant  because  the  latter  declined 
to  supply  him  with  an  advertised  nostrum,  containing  a 
scheduled  poison,  until  the  master  was  in.  "And  when 
will  he  be  in?"  asked  the  angry  man.  "To-morrow," 
was  the  laconic  reply.  The  journalist  happened  to  know 
the  customer  and  assured  the  assistant  that  he  could  vouch 
for  him.  But  in  vain.  "  How  am  I  to  know  that  you 
are  not  both  spies  of  the  Society  ?  "  retorted  the  unquali- 
fied auxiliary;  an!  the  customer  had  to  leave  empty- 
handed. 
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(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Tragic  Suicide. — Mr.  Y.  A.  Evans,  son  of  Dr.  John 
Evans,  an  American  dentist  practising  at  19  Avenue  de 
TOpera,  Paris,  met  with  his  death  last  week  while  in  the 
company  of  a  lady  with  whom  he  had  been  cn  intimate 
terms  for  some  time  past.  He  was  twenty- four  years  of 
age.  A  ■post-mortem  examination  showed  that' he  had 
-died  by  his  own  hand,  and  correspondence  proved  the  act 
was  premeditated.  His  remains  are  to  be  cremated  and 
the  ashes  given  to  his  paramour— at  least,  such  was  his 
■dying  wish.  The  unfortunate  young  man  appears  to  have 
been  of  an  excitable  and  nervous  temperament,  and  his 
father  did  not  approve  of  the  mode  of  life  he  had  adopted. 
Dr.  John  Evans  is  also  known  out  of  business  as  the 
Marquis  d  Oyley,  a  Papal  title,  and  his  son  took  the 
title  of  Vicomte  d'Oyley.  The  Marquis  is  a  nephew  of  the 
famous  Dr.  Thomas  Evans,  the  millionaire  American 
•dentist,  who  died  a  few  years  ago,  and  who  has  a  plate 
in  the  dramatic  pages  of  history  because  of  the  clever  way 
'he  assisted  the  Empress  Eugenie  to  escape  from  Paris, 
probably  also  from  death  by  the  guillotine. 

A  New  Decimal  System.— At  the  general  meeting  of 
the  Pharmacists'  Syndicate  of  the  county  of  Lot  and 
-Garonne,  the  members  present  gave  the  undertaking  not  to 
accept  any  more  apprentices  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  the 
sons,  grandsons,  nephews  of  pharmacists  and  their  wives 
excepted.  The  reason  for  this  rather  radical  proceeding  is 
merely  to  endeavour  to  reduce  the  supply  of  pharmacists,  in 
.the  hope  of  securing  more  comfortable  circumstances  for  the 
next  generation.  One  member  suggested  that  while  the 
idea  of  legislating  for  the  benefit  of  pharmacists  of  the 
future  was  very  creditable,  charity  might  begin  at  home 
by  the  pharmacists  belonging  to  the  Syndicate  merely 
•drawing  lots  for  every  tenth  member  to  retire  from  the 
profession  or  otherwise  sever  his  connection  with  it 
within  a  period  of  time  to  be  determined.  The  proposal, 
humorously  meant,  no  doubt,  was  not  received  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  the  original  vote  was  adhered  to.  The 
meeting  eventually  terminated  its  proceedings  by  dining 
sumptuously  at  a  neighbouring  hotel,  where  the  undoing 
■of  patent  medicines  was  plotted  against  in  a  cheerful  and 
friendly  manner. 

A  Pernicious  Form  of  confidence  swindle,  practised 
from  time  to  time  upon  Parisian  pharmacists,  cropped  up 
;again  recently,  and  several  weeks  ago  Mr.  E.  Rolland,  of 
118bis  Avenue  Victor  Hugo,  was  one  of  the  victims.  A 
man  entered  his  pharmacy  and  ordered  some  small  article, 
requesting  that  it  should  be  sent  to  a  given  address  along 
-with  change  for  20f.  His  wife  would  pay  for  the  medicine 
with  a  twenty- franc  piece  and  receive  the  change.  The 
boy  messenger  was  accosted  at  the  entrance  to  the  address 
to  which  he  carried  the  package  by  a  man  who  asked  for 
the  change  and  instructed  the  lad  to  take  the  parcel  to  the 
-second  storey,  where  he  would  receive  the  20f.  It  need 
scarcely  be  added  that  the  all-too-confiding  lad  found  that 
the  wife  and  the  twenty-franc  piece  were  inventions.  On 
the  morning  of  May  5  another  man  tried  a  similar  swindle 
.upon  the  same  establishment.  Mr.  A.  E.  Pratt,  the 
manager,  received  an  order  for  one  bottle  of  ether,  one 
bottle  of  quinquina,  and  four  bottles  of  Vichy  water  with 
the  request  to  send  change  for  lOOf.  He  executed  the 
order  exactly  as  requested,  but  followed  the  messenger 
with  an  agent  de  police,  and  the  swindler  was  placed  under 
lock  and  key,  where  he  at  present  lies  awaiting  trial. 
Another  variation  of  trickery  of  this  kind  consists  in  a 
well-dressed  and  nicely  spoken  man  going  to  a  pharmacy 
and  ordering  various  articles,  usually  consisting  of  goods 
■bearing  a  fair  profit,  and  including  cne  cr  two  rather  ex- 
pensive patent  medicines  or  perfumery  articles.  The 
-customer  asks  to  have  these  sent  to  his  mother,  always  a 
titled  lady,  and  usually  a  countess,  and  a  good  address  is 
.given.  Just  before  leaving  the  shop  he  turns  back  and 
says,  "  Oh,  I  think  I  will  take  the  perfumery  with  me. 
Don't  trouble  to  wrap  it  up  :  I  will  put  it  in  my  pocket." 
If  the  assistant  who  is  serving  is  the  least  bit  unwary,  the 
trick  is  done,  and  needless  to  say  there  is  no  countess  to 
(pay  for  the  goods  when  they  are  tendered  for  delivery. 


Soutb  Hfdcan  IRewa. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  {societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Duty  ox  Imported  Tinctures. 
(Cablegram  from  oar  Correspondent.) 

Cape  Town,  June  1,  1904. 
It  has  been  decided  that,  on  and  after  July  1,  1904,  the 
Customs  Union  shall  impose  a  spirit  duty  of  15s.  per 
proof  gallon  on  imported  tinctures.  The  Excise  duty  on 
|  Colonial  spirit  is  placed  at  6s.  per  proof  gallon.  The 
duty  on  imported  flavouring  essences  remains  unaltered. 
This  will  probably  apply  to  the  fluid  extracts,  but  the 
officials  have  not  fully  decided  the  point. 

Natal. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Allen  has  purchased  from  Mr.  Robert 
Jones,  the  Howick  Pharmacy,  Howick,  and  will  carry 
it  on  as  "  G.  W.  Allen  &  Co." 

Messrs.  G.  S.  Wilkins  &  Co.,  pharmaceutical  chemists 
and  photographic  dealers,  have  taken  over  the  business 
lately  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Moore  &  Co.,  at  Selukwe. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

There  is  nothing  very  stirring  in  pharmaceutical  matters 
here  at  present  (writes  a  Bloemfontein  correspondent). 
The  election  of  a  chemist  member  of  the  Medical  and 
Pharmacy  Board  takes  place  on  June  14,  and  the  candida- 
ture of  Mr.  J.  Main  is  being  well  supported.  Great 
interest  is  being  taken  here  in  the  Pharmacy  Bill  now 
'  before  Parliament,  and  the  English-trained  chemists  of 
|  this  Colony  hope  to  see  it  pass.  A  meeting  of  the  local 
chemists  was  held  on  May  2,  when  various  matters  of 
interest  to  the  local  trade  were  settled,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  hold  several  meetings  during  the  coming  winter 
which  assistants  would  be  invited  to  attend. 

Rhodesir. 

Messrs.  Conrad  &  Co.  have  despatched  to  their  new 
I  store  at  Livingstone,  Rhodesia,  a  well-selected  stock  of 
chemicals  and  patent  medicines.    Mr.  R.  Chart  is  will  be 
in  charge  of  the  dispensing  and  photographic  depart- 
ments, with  Mr.  W.  J.  Petrie  as  general  manager. 

Transvaal. 

The  first  mayoral  ball  ever  given  at  Boksburg  was  held 
on  May  4  and  was  a  great  success.  The  Mayor  is  Mr. 
B.  Owen  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  head  of  the  firm  of 
B.  Owen  Jones  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemists  and  wholesale 

I  druggists,  with  businesses  in  various  towns  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. A  portrait  of  Mr.  Owen  Jones  and  particulars  of  his 
career  were  given  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
February  13  (page  290).    The  ball  was  attended  by  up- 

|  wards  of  three  hundred  guests,  and  it  is  regarded  as  the 
social  event,  so  far,  of  Boksburg.    Lord  Milner  wrote  re- 

I  gretting  inability  to  be  present,  but  he  was  represented  by 

!  Lord  Henry  Seymour.  All  the  local  celebrities  attended, 
including  Sir  George  and  Lady  Farrar,  the  Mayor  of 
Johannesburg,  the  Mayor  of  Standerton,  and  the  leading 

I  members  of  the  East  Rand  community. 

The  accompanying  illustration  is  the  reproduction  of  a 
photograph  of  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  D.  L.  Behrmann,  of 

\  Johannesburg.    It  is  one  of  the  finest  shops  in  the  town, 
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and  is  situated  at  the  corner  ■  of  Rissik  Street  and  Bree 
Street.  Rissik  Street  is 'one  of  the'  principal  thorough- 
fares, leading  from  the  station  to  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  Mr.  Behrmann  makes  good  use  of  his  windows  for 
display.    His   latest    window-attraction   is    a  clockwork 


Chinaman  holding  in  one  hand  a  box  of  "  People's 
Pink  Powders "  for  headaches — a  proprietary  of  Mr. 
Behrmann's  which  has  a  local  reputation.  The  shop- 
interior  is  fitted  with  all  the  latest  improvements  (includ- 
ing electric  light),  and  the  usual  stock  is  kept  besides  an 
especially  large  supply  of  perfumery  and  toilet-articles. 
Mr.  Behrmann,  who  is  quite  a  young  man,  is  very  careful 
of  his  dispensing  department,  and  has  a  considerable  dis- 
pensing business. 


Hnstralaeian  IRews. 

Chiefly  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
April  z,  1904.    6d.  per  copy,  post  free. 


Manslaughter  Case. — Mr.  C.  M.  Brooke,  chemist,  of 
Woolston,  Christchurch  (N.Z.),  and  his  son,  Mr.  H.  K. 
Brooke,  were  on  March  11  charged  with  manslaughter 
through  negligence  in  mixing  strychnine  with  medicine 
prepared  for  Sarah  Anne  Dewey,  thereby  causing  her 
death.  The  case  was  referred  to  in  the  C.  <£■  D.,  April  9, 
page  570.  At  the  adjourned  inquest  it  was  stated  that  a 
mortar  in  which  strychnine- had  been  powdered  had  by 
mistake  been  used  -  without  washing  in  dispensing'  some 
medicine  for  deceased.  The  accused  were  at  the  police 
court  committed  for  trial,  being  allowed  out  on  bail  in 
two  sureties  of  25/. 

The  Birth-rate. — The  N.S.W.  Royal  Commission  on 
the  decline  of  the  birth-rate  have  recently  issued  a  report. 
Amongst  the  witnesses  examined  were  many  doctors  and 
chemists.  It  appears  that  the  birth-rate,  which  stood  for 
1861-1888  at  35  per  mille,  showed  a  sudden  fall  in  1889 
and  has  since  declined  until  in  1901  it  was  23  per  mille. 
Prevention  ot  conception  and  destruction  of  embryonic 
life  were  found  by  the  Commission  to  be  increasing. 
Evidence  was  also  before  the  commissioners  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poisons  Act  was  faulty,  in  that 
abortionists  are' able  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
The  recommendations  under  this  head  are 

1.  That  the  Act  be  amended  so  as  to  apply  to  the  sale, 
distribution,  gift,'- or  disposal  of  poisons,  and  also-of  drugs 
reputed  to  be  abortefacient. 

2.  That  the  Act  be  amended  so  as  to  prohibit  the  sale  of 
patent  medicines,*  proprietary  medicines,  and  secret  reme- 
dies, whether  they  contain  poisons  or  not,  and  of  photo- 
graphic materials  which  contain  poison,  if  accurate  for- 
mulae of  such  articles  be  not  printed  or  written  plainly  on 
the  bottle,  case,  box,  or  wrapper,  immediately  containing 
them,  together  with  the  name  of  the  vendor. 


East  3nMa.t  lF.ew9. 


Homeward  Bound. — Mr.  Charles  W.  White  (of  Messrs. 
Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  London)  and  Mr.  W.  Donald 
Smith  (of  Messrs, ,  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co..  Madras)  left 
Bombay  for  England  on  May  14.  Mr.  Tom  Bliss,  of 
Lahore  and  Simla,  also  sailed  on  the  same  date  via.  Genoa 
for  a  four-month  holiday  "  home." 

Duty  on  Imported  Opium. — The  "Madras  Times"  of 
May  12  reports  that  the  Governor-General  in  Council  at 
Simla  has  increased  by  Rs.  100  per  chest  the  duty  on 
opium  imported  by  land  into  the  Presidency  of  Bombay, 
for  exportation  by  sea  from  the  port  of  Bombay.  The 
duty  is  now  Rs.  625  upon  each  chest  weighing  140j  lbs.  net. 

The  Specialist  Smitten. — Within  a  week  of  addressing 
the  Bombay  Sanitary  Association  (with  Sir  James  Mon- 
teath  in  the  chair)  on  the  treatment  of  "  Plague,"  Dr.  N. 
'H.  Choksey,  the  plague-specialist,  was  himself  suddenly 
stricken  with  the  disease.  His  temperature  rose  to  106° 
on  May  7,  and  he  became  unconscious.  All  the  symptoms 
of  plague  developed,  accompanied  by  three  buboes.  The 
doctor  had  a  slight  cut  on  his  finger,  and  as  he  had 
operated  the  previous  day  on  plague  patients,  it  is  sur- 
mised that  he  was  infected  through  the  wound.  Half-a- 
dozen  well-known  medical  men  attended  him,  and  injec- 
tious  of  Roux's  anti-pest  serum  were  administered  for 
four  days.  After  the  fourth  day  normal  temperature  was 
regained  and  the  doctor  recovered. 

Complimentary. — On  May  12  the  members  of  the 
Bombay  Presidency  Trades'  Association  entertained  to 
dinner  Mr.  H.  Ellworthy,  of  the  Calcutta  Trades'  Asso- 
ciation and  late  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Bengal.  Mr.  Ellworthy  was  on  his  way  to 
England,  and  the  compliment  was  paid  him  because  of  the 
leading  part  he  has  taken  in  furthering  the  ends  of  the 
Trades'  Association  in  Calcutta.  The  dinner  was  attended 
by  a  numerous  gathering ;  pharmacy  being  represented  by 
Mr.  C.  B.  Robinson,  J. P.  (Thomson  &  Taylor,  Bombay), 
Mr.  Alfred  Pell,  J. P.  (Kemp  &  Co.,  Limited,  Bombay), 
Mr.  Charles  W.  White  (Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
London),  Mr.  C.  H.  Allen  (Vinolia  Company,  Limited), 
and  Mr.  W.  Donald  Smith  (W.  E.  Smith  &  Co., 'Madras). 

The  Uses  of  Charas. — Though  a  drug,  and  intended 
for  no  other  use,  charas  plays  the  part  of  money  to  a 
great-extent  in  the  somewhat  primitive  but  valuable  trade 
that  is  carried  on  between  India  and  Ladakh.  Hence  the 
Ladakh  trade  statistics  depend  very  much  each  year  on 
the  exchange  price  of  charas,  just  as  in  a  larger  way  Indian 
trade  statistics  formerly  turned  on  the  exchange  price  of 
the  rupee.  The  most  striking  feature  of  the  Ladakh  trade 
figures  for  1902-3,  which  have  just  made  a  belated  appear- 
ance in  the  "Gazette  of  India,"  is  the  great  fall  in  the 
value  of  charas  imported  into  the  Punjab — a  fall  of 
Rs.  186,000.  Encouraged  by  previous  high  prices,  Kashgar 
charas-growers  sowed  a  larger  crop  and- reaped  a  bumper 
harvest,  only  to  find  the  Punjab  market  already  over- 
stocked and  prices  fallen  from  Rs.  60  to  Rs.  30  per.maund 
on  the  Leh  Exchange.  -  The  result  of  this  misfortune  is 
seen,ia  the  fact  that -the- total  trade.with  JLadakh  for  the 
year  fell  in  value  from  26  to  21  f  lakhs  of  rupees. 


Colonial  ano  jfordon  mews. 


New  Regulations  regarding  the  training  and  examina- 
tion of  pharmacists  in  Germany- were  issued  at  Whitsun- 
tide, and-come  into  force  in  October  this  year. 

The  New  Chemical  Laboratory  of  the  Utrecht  Univer- 
sity was  opened  on  May  16.  It  is  named  "  Van  t'  Hoff 
laboratory,"  in  honour  o'f  Professor  van  t'  Hoff,  of  Berlin. 

A  Victim  to  Science.— A  porter  employed  at  the 
University  Hospital  at  Lemberg,  Vienna,  has  been  awarded 
200/.  damages  and  a  life  annuity  against  Dr.  Rydgier  for 
permanent  injuries  caused  by  radium.  The  porter  sub- 
mitted to  various  experiments  which  the' doctor  performed 
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upon  him  with  radium  in  the  interests  of  science,  pro- 
mising him  that  they  would  be  harmless. 

Is  Marsala  Wine  a  Medicine  ? — The  Hospital  for  the  In- 
digent Sick  at  Benevagienna,  Italy,  had  a  contract  with 
a  pharmacy  for  all  its  medicines,  at  a  reduced  price.  But 
it  did  not  bay  its  Marsala  wine  from  the  said  pharmacy. 
Summoned,  it  pleaded  that  although  Marsala  wine  is  in 
the  Pharmacopoeia  it  cannot  be  considered  a  medicine 
properly  so  called.  The  Court  decided  in  favour  of  the 
pharmacist,  saying  that  "its  inclusion  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia is  sufficient  to  make  Marsala  wine  a  medicine  when 
it  is  furnished  to  the  sick." 

Blaud's  Pill  (B.  W.  &  Co.). — A  pharmacist  in  Prague 
has  been  sued  by  a  doctor  for  having  supplied  a  medica- 
ment contrary  to  directions.  The  doctor  prescribed 
Blaud's  pills  as  made  by  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  and 
the  chemist  gave  Blaud's  pills  with  arsenic  (0.001  gram  in 
each)  prepared  by  the  firm  in  question.  The  charge  was 
dismissed,  the  Court  finding  that  the  chemist  was  in  no 
way  to  blame,  as  the  said  London  firm  produces  Blaud's 
pills  in  four  different  qualities,  and  the  doctor  should  have 
stated  distinctly  which  quality  he  desired. 

British  Trade  with  Turkey. — In  the  annual  report  of 
the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Constantinople  Sir 
William  Whittall  (the  President)  states  that  the  total 
import-trade  of  Turkey  for  1899-1900  (the  latest  statistics 
published  by  the  Turkish  Custom-house)  amounted  to 
22.269,583/.,  which,  while  below  the  figures  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  were  still  10  per  cent,  above  the  average  of  the 
previous  twenty-three  years.  The  exports  for  1899  1900 
were  14,174,000/..  being  the  largest  on  record  by  150,000/.  ; 
this  was  due  to  the  bumper  grain-crops.  As  regards  Great 
Britain's  share  in  the  trade  of  Turkey,  Sir  William  says  : 

The  figures  given  in  last  year's  report  were  bad  enough, 
showing  as  they  did  a  decline  in  the  proportion  to  the 
whole  to  38.60  as  against  42.15  for  the  previous  year  and 
42.33  for  the  average  of  the  previous  twenty-two  years, 
during  which  we  have  records.  Unfortunately,  the  statis- 
tics of  1899-1900  show  a  still  further,  an  unprecedented, 
declension  in  British  imports  into  Turkey.  You  will  notice 
that  the  proportion  to  the  whole  in  that  year  fell  to  33.95, 
against  an  average  of  former  years  of  over  42^  per  cent. 
It  has  been  said  of  former  years,  when  there  was  a  decline 
in  the  proportion  to  the  whole,  "  What  matters  it  as  long 
as  the  total  value  of  our  trade  remains  the  same?  "  I  have 
never  believed  the  correctness  of  this  theory,  for  I  have 
always  said,  "  If  other  nations  increase  their  proportions  to 
the  whole,  whereas  we  do  not,  it  means  that  they  will 
overtake  us  sooner  or  later,  and  that  our  total  yalues  also 
will  inevitably  decline  in  time."  The  statistics  now  before 
us  for  1899-1900  tend  to  prove  this,  for  the  total  value  of 
Turkey's  import-trade  from  Great  Britain  was  reduced  to 
7,554,555/.,  which  is  the  lowest  figure  in  our  records,  and 
established  a  loss  of  trade  as  compared  with  1898-99  of 
1.795,000/.  and  of  646,000/.  as  compared  with  the  "average 
of  the  previous  twenty-three  years.  This  denotes  a  very 
serious  state  of  things  and  well  deserves  the  notice  of 
H.M.'s  authorities  in  these  matters. 

Among  the  matters  dealt  with  in  the  report  are  Customs 
difficulties.  The  most  recent,  and  one  of  considerable 
importance)  was  the  decision  of  the  Customs  authorities  to 
inspect  every  package  instead  of  examining  only  a  certain 
percentage  of  bulky  goods.  It  has  been  necessary  to  refer 
this  question  to  the  Embassy,  as  it  will  be  most  prejudicial 
to  many  trades  if-ewery  small  package  has  to  be  landed 
and  examined.  It  is  hoped  that  the  authorities  will  be 
prevailed  upon  to  adopt  the  procedure  which  has  existed 
for  so  many  years  of  examining  only  a  small  percentage 
of  bulky  consignments. 

The  Association  of  German  Chemists  (Verein  deut- 
scher  Chemiker)  held  the  annual  meeting  at  Mannheim 
last  week.  On  May  25  various  industrial  establishments  in 
the  neighbourhood  were  visited,  and  in  the  evening  the 
guests  met  in  the  "  Rosengarten,"  Dr.  Merck,  of  Darm- 
stadt, the  President  of  the  Association,  thanking  Dr. 
Raschig,  of  Ludwigshafen,  the  President  of  the  Entertain- 
ment Committee,  for  his  address  of  welcome.  Thursday 
began  with  a  social  gathering,  when  the  Liebig  gold 
medal,  for  distinguished  services  in  applied  chemistry,  was 
presented  to  Dr.  Rudolf  Knietsch,  of  the  Badische  Anilin- 
und  Soda-Fabrik,  the  discoverer  of  the  sulphuric-acid 
contact  process.      Lectures  then  followed.    Dr.  Caro,  of 


Mannheim,  spoke  on  the  "Development  of  the  Chemical- 
industry  of  Mannheim,"  which  was  founded  in  1823  by 
Giulini,  an  Italian  druggist,  his  sulphuric-acid  work's 
being  ultimately,  in  1854,  amalgamated  with  other  similar 
works  into  the  "Association  of  Chemical-factories,  Mann- 
heim." The  success  of  the  aniline-dye  industry  in  England 
induced  a  Mannheim  gas-mahufacturer,  named  Engel- 
horn,  to  start  the  industry  in  the  neighbourhood.  Soda 
and  acids  were  supplied  by  the  Association  of  Chemical- 
factories,-  but  the  prices  were  so  high  that  the  industry 
was  crippled.  Engelhorn  then  proposed  to  combine  the 
manufacture  of  acid  and  soda  with  that  of  aniline  dyes, 
and  as  the  "Association"  objected  he  founded  at  Lud- 
wigshafen, in  1865,  the  Badische  Anilin-  und  Soda-Fabrik, 
beginning  with  thirty  workmen.  Now  8,000  are  employed. 
The  foundation  of  other  chemical-factories  followed. 
The  total  value  of  the  output  by  the  German  chemical- 
trade  in  1903  was  estimated  at  1,350,000,000  m.,  in  which 
Mannheim  and  Ludwigshafen  figured  at  134.000,000  m. 
Professor  C.  Engler,  of  Carlsruhe,  followed  with  a  paper 
on  "  Chemical  Activity  and  Radio-activity."  In  the  after- 
noon the  question  of  admitting  foreigners  to  the  German 
Universities  was  discussed,  and  a  resolution  was  passed 
to  the  effect  that  foreigners  should  only  be  admitted  as 
students  in  German  universities  if  they  possess  the  same 
qualifications  as  the  German  students,  and  such  as  would 
admit  them  to  universities  in  their  own  countries.  Also 
that  places  in  the  laboratories  should  not  be  given  to  them 
if  they  have  been  asked  for  previously  by  German 
students.  On  Friday  various  papers  were  read.  In  the 
afternoon  a  trip  was  taken  on  the  Rhine,  and  in  the  even- 
ing a  reception  was  given  by  the  Badische  Anilin-  und 
Soda-Fabrik,  when  Professor  Bernthsen  read  a  paper  on 
the  "  Chemistry  of  Dye-stuffs."  On  May  28  visits  were  made 
to  the  German  stoneware-works  at  Friedrichsfeld,  and  to 
the  Heidelberg  Portland-cement  works.  In  the  afternoon 
the  visitors  proceed?  i  to  the  Chemical  Institute  at  Heidel- 
berg, where  Professor  Curtius,  the  principal,  gave  an 
address  on  "  Nitrogen."  Professor  Kossel,  of  Heidel- 
berg, also  spoke  on  "Recent  Developments  in  the  Che- 
mistry of  Albumin."  The  lectures  were  followed  by 
festivities  in  the  evening.  Excursions  in  the  Palatinate 
and  to  Saarbriicken  on  Sunday  and  Monday  concluded  the 
meeting.    Next  year  the  Congress  will  be  held  at  Bremen. 


Business  (Tbanoes. 

Messrs.  Wathes  &  Jackson,  chemists.  Sandiacre.  are 
opening  a  branch  at  Draycott.  near  Derby. 

Messrs.  Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited)  have  opened  new 
premises  at  3  Electric- Parade,  Brighton  Road,  Surbiton. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Cartwright,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased Dean's  Cash  Drug-stores  at  104  Snargate  Street, 
Dover. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Tuck,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
from  8  to  more  commodious  premises  at  4  Alexandra 
Pavement,  Middle  Lane,  Hornsey,  N. 

Mr.  Leonard  King  has  acquired  the  business  of  Henry 
Davis  &  Co.,  druggists'  sundriesmen  and  proprietors  of 
"Davis's  Strengthening-pills,"  and  intends  shortly  opening 
a  depot  in  London. 

Messrs.  King,  Walshaw  &  Co.  have  sold  their  branch 
at  62  Westbourne  Road,  Huddersfield,  to  Mr.  W.  Tyrrel 
Armitage  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Brett,  of 
Leicester,  who  -valued  for  both  parties. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Starkie.  pharmaceutical  chemist,  7  Grand 
Hotel  Buildings,  Charing  Cross,  W.C.,  is  extending  his 
premises  by  the  addition  of  No.  8  adjoining,  which  he 
will  open  as  soon  as  the  necessary  alterations  are  com- 
pleted. 

Mr.  Richard  T.  Simpson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
arranged  to  transfer  his  business  from  21  Cheapside, 
Lancaster,  to  the-. premises  known  for  years  as  the  White 
Hart  Hotel,  the  licence  of  which  has  lapsed.  The  pre- 
mises are  a  block  at  the  corner  of  North-Jtoad  and  Church 
Street,  and  will  be  altered  to  meet  Mr.  Simpson's  require- 
ments. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain. 


COUNCIL  MEETING. 

ALL  the  members  of  the  Council  were  present  at  the 
meeting,  on  June  1,  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
The  first  business  was  the  election  of  President,  Vice- 
President,  and  Treasurer,  and  after  the  usual  formalities 
the  gentlemen  chosen  previously  were  elected — viz.,  Mr. 
R.  A.  Robinson,  Mr.  J.  R.  Young,  and  Mr.  Walter  Hills. 
Votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  the  retiring  President 
(Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins)  and  to  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  the  Vice- 
President  last  year,  who  did  not  seek  re-election  at  the 
recent  Council  election.  A  vote  of  condolence  with  the 
family  of  the  late  Mr.  Waddington,  of  Bradford,  was  next 
passed,  and  61?.  voted  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  to  deserv- 
ing applicants.  The  General  Purposes  Committee  sent  a 
list  of  the  Councillors  selected  for  the  various  committees, 
and  also  a  suggestion  that  no  person  should  be  Chairman 
of  more  than  one  of  the  committees  other  than  the  General 
Purposes  Committee.  Mr.  Carteighe,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Compendium  Committee,  reported  that  the  delay  in  getting 
out  that  work  was  due  to  a  pending  decision  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  to 
whom  Mr.  Walter  Hills  had  addressed  a  letter.  It  was 
further  suggested  that  a  working  sub-committee  of  persons 
outside  the  Council  be  appointed,  with  power  "to 
utilise  the  services  of  such  persons  as  may  be  suitable  and 
necessary."  Hopes  of  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  were  also  held  out. 
Dr.  A.  W.  Crossley,  professor  of  chemistry  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  was  appointed  examiner  in  place  ol 
Professor  Smithells,  who  resigned  that  position.  The 
British  Medical  Association  wrote  seeking  an  interview 
with  the  Society  as  to  what  means  could  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  undue  repetition  of  prescriptions. 


There  were  present  at  the  meeting  Messrs.  S.  R.  Atkins. 
A.  S.  Campkin,  M.  Carteighe,  A.  Cooper,  W.  G.  Cross,  | 
W.  L.  Currie,  W.  H.  Gibson,  R.  L.  Gifford,  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  A.  Hagon,  J.  F.  Harrington.  J.  Harrison,  W.  Hills, 
G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  C.  J.  Park,  R.  A.  Robinson,  A. 
Southall,  D.  Storrar,  C.  Symes,  A.  C.  Wootton,  and  J.  R. 
Young.  Mr.  Gibson  occupied  Mr.  Corder's  place  between 
Mr.  Carteighe  and  Mr.  Wootton,  and  Mr.  Hagon  was  on 
the  left  of  the  chair,  between  Mr.  Park  and  Mr.  Currie. 

Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins  was  in  the  chair,  and  after  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meetings  had  been  agreed  to— they  were 
taken  as  read — the  first  item  on  the  agenda 

The  Election  of  President, 

was  proceeded  with. 

The  Chairman  said  he  would  like  the  choice  of  a  Presi- 
dent made  without  any  consideration  of  his  name  as  a 
candidate. 

Mr.  Cooper  :  Does  that  mean  that  you  would  refuse  to 
accept  the  position  ? 

The  Chairman  :  I  should  not  like  it  to  be  put  that  way, 
but  rather  that  I  should  be  delighted  to  surrender  this 
chair  to  my  successor. 

Further  discussion  took  place  in  committee. 

Voting-papers  were  distributed,  and  after  collection  in 
a  ballot  box  with  a  very  narrow  slit,  the  Secretary  counted 
the  votes.  These  were  :  Robinson,  16;  Atkins.  1 ;  blank,  4. 

The  Chairman  thereupon  declared  Mr.  Robinson  Presi- 
dent for  the  ensuing  year,  amidst  the  applause  of  the 
Council.  Mr.  Atkins  proceeded  to  induct  the  new  Presi- 
dent by  investing  him  with  the  chain  of  office  and  con- 
ducting him  to  the  presidential  chair. 


Mr.  Robinson  (who  looked  to  the  office  born)  thanked 
ie  Council  for  the  honour  they  had  done  him,  and  saidr 


Mr.    R.    A.  Robinson 
The  new  President. 


he  would  try  his  best  to  carry  out  the  work,  and  hoped, 
with  the  help  of  the  Council,  to  have  a  successful  year  oS 
office.    He  then,  as 

The  President,  proceeded  to  conduct 

The  Election  of  Vice-President. 

The  voting  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Young ; 
Mr.  Young  scoring  seventeen  votes,  two  being  given  for 
Dr.  Symes,  and  two  papers  being  left  blank. 

The  President  declared  Mr.  Young  Vice-President,  and 
he  took  his-  place  in  the  vice-chair.    In  a  short  speech  trie.- 


Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young. 
The    new  Vice-President. 


new  Vice-President  thanked  the  Council  for  the  "  honour 
and  distinction  "  conferred  upon  him. 

Election  of  Treasurer. 
Nineteen  votes  were  given  for  Mr.  Hills,  who  was  con- 
sequently re-elected  to  the  position  of  Treasurer.  Tw» 
voting-papers  were  blank.    Mr.  Hills  returned  thanks. 

The  New  Members. 
The  President  next  welcomed  the  new  members  of 
Council— Mr.  Gibson  and  Mr.  Hagon— and  remarked  that 
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five  new  councillors  had  come  on  within  the  last  two 
years.  This  was  about  a  quarter  of  the  whole  Council 
and  showed  that  some  movement  took  place  in  the  members 
of  Council. 

Mr.  Gibson  thanked  the  Council  for  the  words  of  wel- 
come, and  also  thanked  the  members  of  the  Society  who 
voted  for  him  and  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  becoming 
a  member  of  that  distinguished  Council. 

Mr.  Hagon  also  said  a  few  words,  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  now  that  the  Council  had  a  representative  from 
Wales  the  membership  of  the  Society  in  Wales  would 
benefit. 

Votes  of  Thaxks. 

The  Vice-Presidext  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
retiring  President.  Mr.  Atkins's  year  of  office  had  been 
a  credit  to  the  Society  and  to  Mr.  Atkins.  He  (Mr. 
Atkins)  had  been  a  Councillor  for  thirty  years,  and  that 
he  would  so  gracefully  fill  the  office  of  President  was  no 
surprise  to  those  who  knew  him.  The  ripe  experience, 
-calm  judgment,  and  wonderful  attention  which  Mr.  Atkins 
had  given  to  the  affairs  of  the  Society  had  conduced  to  a 
successful  year  of  office. 

Mr.  Newsholme  seconded  the  resolution,  and  also 
alluded  to  the  charming  manner  in  which  Mr.  Atkins  had 
performed  the  duties  of  the  chair.  Mr.  Atkins  exerted 
.an  enormous  amount  of  influence  on  the  affairs  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund  :  there  is  no  work  done  for  the  Society 
of  which  he  felt  prouder. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  then  put,  and  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Atkins,  replying,  said  he  was  much  obliged  for  the 
kind  and  courteous  terms  in  which  the  resolution  was 
expressed.  He  was  the  oldest  member  of  Council  in  the 
matter  of  continuity,  and  was  the  Father  of  the  Council. 
He  had  had  a  long  innings,  and  had  perhaps  advantages 
over  other  Councillors.  Not  being  actively  engaged  in 
business,  he  had  been  able  to  give  more  time  to  the  work 
of  the  Society.  It  was  a  blunder  perhaps  from  a  money 
point  of  view,  but  "man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone." 
He  contended  that  every  man  should  serve  his  generation 
to  the  best  of  his  ability.  He  had  found  a  singular  charm 
in  his  connecticn  with  the  Society.  He  never  remembered 
having  a  single  word  of  friction  with  any  other  member 
of  Council.  Mr.  Robinson  spoke  of  the  re-invigoration  of 
the  Council  :  when  he  (the  speaker)  came  to  think  of  the 
men  with  whom  he  had  been  associated — some  have  passed 
away,  and  some  are  still  here — he  felt  he  must  be  getting 
■on  in  years.  His  work  on  the  Council  had  been  pleasur- 
able in  that  it  had  found  him  friends  and  pleasant  asso- 
ciations. His  year  of  office  had  been  one  of  singular 
interest  and  pleasure,  and  one  or  two  interesting  and 
striking  events  had  happened  which  he  hoped  would  be 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  came  after  him.  He  had 
■experienced  great  kindness  from  the  members  of  the 
Council,  and  nothing  but  uniform  consideration  and 
courtesy  from  the  permanent  staff.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Atkins  next  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.,  C.  B. 
Allen  for  his  services  to  the  Society  during  the  past  twenty 
years.  He  hoped  Mr.  Allen's  retirement  would  be  merely 
temporary,  and  that  he  would  soon  be  able  again  to  give 
the  Council  the  benefit  of  his  singularly  broad  grasp  of  the 
work  of  the  Society.  His  calm  and  definitely  expressed 
opinions  always  carried  great  weight. 

The  Treasurer  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks.  It  was 
he  (the  speaker)  who,  some  twenty  years  ago,  suggested 
the  co-option  of  Mr.  Allen  to  a  seat  on  the  Council.  Mr. 
Allen's  subsequent  career  showed  that  the  Council  did  a 
wise  thing  in  co-opting  him.  Mr.  Allen  was  for  four 
years  Vice-President,  and  during  those  years  the  innova- 
tion of  provincial  Presidents  was  introduced.  It  was  very 
pleasing  to  notice  how  Mr.  Allen  effaced  himself  during 
that  period,  and  to  see  his  loyalty  to  the  President.  His 
sturdy  commonsense  and  intense  loyalty  to  the  Society 
made  him  (the  speaker)  hope  that  the  Council  would  soon 
again  have  the  benefit  of  his  presence. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  President  thanked  the 
Treasurer  for  his  work  during  the  past  year.  The  Vice- 
President  added  that  Mr.  Hills  was  an  indefatigable, 
courageous,  and  plucky  Treasurer;  and  Mr.  Hills  humour- 
ously remarked  that  the  vcte  of  thanks  was  an  innovation 
and  quite  out  of  order. 


Death  of  Mr.  Waddington. 

Mr.  Newsholme  moved  a  resolution  of  condolence  with 
the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Waddington,  of 
Bradford.  Mr.  Waddington  took  a  very  active  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Bradford  Association  and  also  gave  himself 
freely  to  the  service  of  the  Society.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  active  Divisional  Secretaries  of  the  Society,  and  in  this 
connection  one  readily  realised  that  he  was  a  fully  alive 
man.  Unfortunately  for  the  Society,  Mr.  Waddington 
died  in  the  prime  of  life,  but  he  had  rendered  lasting- 
service  to  the  Society.  He  (the  speaker)  was  at  Mr. 
Waddington's  funeral  on  the  previous  Saturday,  and  from 
the  attendance  it  was  obvious  that  he  had  earned  the 
respect  of  the  leading  men  in  the  district.  There  were 
several  pharmacists  present,  and  but  for  the  fact  that  the 
funeral  took  place  on  Saturday  there  would,  no  doubt, 
have  been  many  more  there.  The  words  uttered  by  Mr.. 
Atkins,  "  It  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  serve  his  genera- 
tion," struck  him  (the  speaker)  as  very  applicable  in  this 
case,  as  no  man  served  his  generation  better  than  Mr. 
Waddington. 

Dr.  Symes  said  Mr.  Waddington  was  a  thorough  earnest 
pharmacist,  a  man  who  had  a  consciousness  of  his  duty  and 
performed  that  duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  At  Brad- 
ford Mr.  Waddington  was  the  centre  of  life  in  pharmacy, 
and  very  loyal  to  the  Society.  He  met  the  members  of  the 
Society  in  a  quiet  social  way,  and  so  kept  them  in  touch. 
On  a  recent  visit  he  (the  speaker)  was  most  charmed  with 
the  earnest  manner  with  which  Mr.  Waddington  showed 
he  had  thought  out  the  remedies  for  the  evils  which  beset 
pharmacy.  The  death  of  Mr.  Waddington  was  not  only  a 
loss  to  Bradford,  but  to  the  Society  in  general. 

The  President  added  that  Mr.  Waddington's  death  was 
a  painful  surprise  to  him  as  he  had  recently  enjoyed  his 
hospitality  when  visiting  Bradford. 

The  vole  was  passed  upstanding. 

Election  of  Officers. 
The  Secretary  and  Registrar,  Curator,  Assistant-Secre- 
tary in  Scotland,  and  Editor  were  re-elected,  on  the  motion 
of  the  Vice-President. 

.Standing  Orders. 
The  President  proposed  that  the  standing  orders  be 
adopted  with  a  slight  alteration  of  No.  5,  which,  with  the 
addition  of  the  words  "  if  required  by  the  President," 
reads 

That  at  every  meeting  of  the  Council  all  motions,  whether 
original  motions  or  amendments,  shall,  if  required  by  the 
President,  be  reduced  into  writing,  signed  by  the  mover, 
and  delivered  to  the  Secretary  immediately  upon  being 
seconded. 

Mr.  Glyn- Jones  said  the  alteration  was  made  with  a 
view  to  reducing  the  amount  of  writing. 

Mr.  Harrison  seconded,  and  the  orders  as  altered  were 
adopted. 

Elections. 

A  number  of  members  and  student-associates  were 
elected  and  restorations  made  to  the  register  and  the 
Society. 

Finance. 

Mr.  Harrington  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  members  who  sat  as  a  Finance  Committee  on  May  25. 
calling  attention  to  the  special  contributions  to  the  Bene- 
volent Fund  by  the  London  Chemists'  Association  and  by 
Mr.  F.  R.  Sergeant  (Nottingham). 

The  report  showed  a  balance  cn  the  General  Fund 
account  of  2.872/.  Is.  2c/..  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  current 
account  1.263/.  lis.  o<7.,  on  the  Donation  account 
245/.  18s.  6,1.,  and  cn  the  Orphan  Fund  95/.  6s.  del.  The 
following  amounts  were  recommended  for  payment  : 

On  behalf  of  the  '-Journal"  £657  17  10 

School,  &c  45  11  10 

House    ■    35   8  11 

Law  Charges   16    0  0 

Stationery.  &c  35  17  0 

Salaries,  &c.    666    5  0 

Current  Expenses   250    0  0 

Museum  and  Libravy    14  11  5 

"Compendium"     ...       ...       ...       ...    13    6  8 

Annuities      ...   ...  200    0  0 

£1,934  18  8 
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From  the  Benevolent  Fund  a  payment  of  6?.  9s.  7>d.  was 
recommended  for  receipt-books. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jo  nes  said  he  noticed  that  13/.  6s.  Bd.  was 
put  down  for  the  "  Compendium,'-  and  would  like  to  know 
if  the  Compendium  Committee  are  reporting  to  the 
Council ;  there  was  no  mention  of  a  report  on  the  agenda. 

Mr.  Carteighe  :  As  Chairman  of  the  committee  I  have 
a  statement  to  make  later. 

The  President  said  that  in  addition  to  the  items  given 
in  the  report  the  following  two  items  were  urgent : 
From  the  general  account,  National  Telephone  Company 
20/.,  and  from  the  Orphan  Fund  30/.  on  behalf  of  E. 
Bennett. 

Benevolent  Fund. 

The  report  of  the  members  acting  as  a  Benevolent  Fund 
Committee  was  next  considered,  and 

The  Vice-President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  there  was  nothing  special  to  comment  upon. 
The  grants  made  were  one  of  20/.,  two  of  13/.,  one  of  10/., 
and  one  of  5/.  Attention  was  also  called  to  the  case  of 
Florence  May  Stevenson  (see  C.  <£■  I).,  May  7,  page  731), 
a  candidate  for  the  London  Orphan  Asylum,  Watford. 
This  is  the  last  chance,  as  the  child  is  ten  years  of  age. 

The  Secretary  added  that  it  was  the  first  and  last 
chance,  so  that  it  was  imperative  that  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  secure  election. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Library  Committee. 
The  report  of  the  Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House 
Committee,  the  meeting  of  which  was  held  on  May  11,. 
was  adopted,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Atkins,  without  com- 
ment. The  chief  items  in  this  report  were  :  The  date  of 
the  distribution  of  School  prizes  was  fixed  for  June  29; 
Messrs.  Parkinson's  account  for  41.  Qs.  8d.  was  approved 
of ;  Miss  Renouf  was  nominated  for  the  Redwood  Scholar- 
ship ;  more  space  is  to  be  made  in  the  materia  medica 
museum  by  the  distribution  of  such  specimens  as  are  not 
characteristic  or  not  historic.  Sitting  as  a  Research 
Committee,  a  report  was  received  from  Miss  Hooper,  who 
is  conducting  experiments  on  the  percolation  of  bella- 
donna-root. 

New  Examiner. 

Part  of  the  acting  General  Purposes  Committee's  report 
recommended  the  appointment  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Crossley, 
Ph.D.,  lecturer  on  chemistry  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and 
Wales,  in  place  of  Professor  Smithells,  resigned. 

This  was  approved. 

Committees. 

Another  recommendation  was  that  no  member  of  the 
Council  shall  be  appointed  to  act  as  Chairman  of  more 
than  one  committee  with  the  exception  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee. 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  selection  of  committees  was 
next  taken  in  hand.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion 
as  to  the  details  of  the  committees,  some  being  thought 
too  large  and  others  too  small.  Eventually  the  committees 
were  settled  as  follows  : 

(General  Purposes  :  The  whole  of  the  Council. 

Finance  :  Messrs.  Carteighe,  Cooper,  Gibson,  Harring- 
ton, and  Hills. 

Library,  Museum,  School  and  House  :  Messrs.  Atkins, 
Carteighe,  Harrington,  Harrison,  and  Hills. 

Benevolent  Fund  :  Messrs.  Atkins,  Campkin,  Cooper, 
Currie,  Gibson,  Hagon,  Park,  and  Southall. 

Law  :  Messrs.  Carteighe,  Cross,  Gifford,  Glyn-Jones, 
Hills.  Newsholme,  Storrar,  and  Wootton. 

Parliamentary  :  Same  as  Law. 

Journal  :  Messrs.  Atkins,  Carteighe,  Glyn-Jones,  Hills, 
and  Newsholme. 

Examinations  and  Education  :  Messrs.  Carteighe,  Cross, 
Currie,  Glyn-Jones,  Hills,  Newsholme,  Storrar,  and 
Symes. 

Dispensers  :  Messrs.  Carteighe,  Glyn-Jones,  Hills,  Park, 
Storrar,  and  Wootton. 

Compendium  :  Messrs.  Atkins,  Carteighe,  and  News- 
holme. 

Research  :  Same  as  Library,  Museum,  School  and  House. 


The  President  and  Vice-President  to  be  ex-officio 
members  of  all  committees. 

When  the  appointment  of  the  Dispensers  Committee 
was  under  discussion 

Mr.  Hills  asked  that  Mr.  Cross  be  appointed  in  his 
place. 

Mr.  Cross  :  When  does  the  committee  meet? 
A  Voice  :  Never. 

Mr.  Wootton  :  I  hope  that  is  only  a  joke,  because  I 
object  to  be  on  a  committee  which  never  meets. 

Other  Matters. 
The  General  Purposes  Committee  report  contained  a 
reference  to  a  motion  from  the  North  British  Branch  in 
reference  to  a  return  to  the  old  method  of  collecting  sub- 
scriptions through  the  Divisional  Secretaries.  The  acting 
committee  reported  that  they  were  unable  to  accede  to 
the  suggestion,  as  the  present  system  is  working  satis- 
factorily. 

The  staff  of  the  School,  the  Editor  of  the  "Journal," 
and  the  Curator  of  the  Museum  were  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  evening  meetings. 

The  selection  of  a  suitable  person  to  deliver  the  in- 
augural sessional  address  in  October  was  left  to  the 
Library  Committee. 

In  regard  to  the  prizes  in  the  School  competitions  the 
awards  were  not  announced,  but  authority  was  asked 
for  the  General  Purposes  Committee  to  make  the  awards, 
as  the  prizes  are  to  be  distributed  before  the  next  Council- 
meeting. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

The  "  Compendium." 

Mr.  Carteighe,  as  Chairman  of  the  Compendium  Com- 
mittee, reported  that  the  committee  have  authorised  cer- 
tain preliminary  work  to  be  proceeded  with,  and  fair 
progress  has  been  made  with  that  work ;  but  having  re- 
gard to  the  pending  consideration  by  the  Pharmacopoeia 
Committee  and  the  General  Medical  Council  of  the  views 
embodied  in  Mr.  Walter  Hills's  letter  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  it  is  considered  inadvisable 
at  the  present  moment  to  hasten  matters.  The  Compen- 
dium Committee  propose,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Council,  to  invite  the  Editor  and  Professor  Greenish  to 
serve  on  a  working  sub-committee.  The  three  gentlemen 
named  would  be  at  liberty  to  utilise  the  services  of  such 
persons  as  may  be  suitable  and  necessary.  The  committee 
have  had  informal  interviews  with  certain  representatives 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  the  Executive 
of  which  body  had  approached  the  Council  in  regard  to 
the  possible  effect  upon  the  Conference  "Formulary"  of 
the  publication  of  the  "  Compendium."  There  is  little 
doubt  that  a  mutually  satisfactory  arrangement  can  be 
come  to  whereby  the  legitimate  interests  of  the  Conference 
may  be  adequately  recognised.  The  Compendium  Com- 
mittee have  no  desire  to  ignore,  and  never  have  ignored, 
the  value  of  the  work  done  by  the  Formulary  Committee 
of  the  Conference,  and  there  seems  no  valid  reason  why 
the  invitation  forwarded  to  the  Conference  in  January  last 
to  co-operate  in  the  production  of  the  "Compendium" 
should  not  eventually  find  acceptance. 

After  reading  this  statement  Mr.  Carteighe  went  on  to 
say  that  the  committee  have  engaged  for  the  time  being 
a  pharmacist  for  verification-purposes  for  whom  a  sum  of 
money  has  been  included  in  the  financial  report — the 
money  also,  however,  including  printing.  The  committee 
have  had  so  far  the  voluntary  assistance  of  Professor 
Greenish. 

The  President  :  I  move  that  the  following  resolution, 
sent  to  this  Council  by  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference, be  remitted  to  the  Compendium  Committee  : 

That  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  be  asked 
to  make  a  definite  offer  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference for  their  formulae  already  published,  and  those  in 
course  of  preparation,  the  publication  of  which  was  delayed 
by  the  announcement  of  the  Council  in  connection  with  their 
"  Compendium." 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  it  occurred  to  him  that  the  past 
President  gave  an  undertaking  to  the  Council  to  the  effect 
that  before  the  book  was  proceeded  with  some  further 
plan — digest  or  specimen  pages— would  be  submitted  to  the 
Council.    He  (the  speaker)  would  like  to  know  whether 
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the  Council  might  expect  to  see  such  pages  at  an  early 
date,  so  as  to  judge  of  the  character  of  the  book  the 
[Society  propose  to  produce.  Before  the  resolution  from 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  could  be  considered 
it  was  necessary  to  know  the  scope  of  the  work,  so  as  to 
see  how  far  it  might  be  necessary  to  make  terms 
and  how  far  the  work  clashed  with  what  the 
Compendium  Committee  workers  are  doing.  Something 
definite  was  wanted  to  show  the  scope  and  character  of  the 
"  Compendium."  "Whilst  appreciating  what  the  Chairman 
had  said  as  to  the  necessity  for  delay,  he  thought  definite 
information  should  be  before  the  Council. 

The  Treasurkr,  associating  himself  with  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  hoped  that  if  the  question  were  remitted 
to  the  Compendium  Committee,  it  might  be  possible  to  let 
the  Council  see  in  what  direction  the  work  of  the  com- 
mittee extended.  The  "  Compendium"  might  or  might  not 
have  his  (the  speaker's)  heartiest  sympathy.  Perhaps  if 
the  motion  from  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
were  remitted  to  the  Compendium  Committee  it  might  be 
the  means  of  getting  some  evidence  of  the  kind  of  work  it 
is  proposed  to  produce. 

Mr.  Harrington  supported  the  remarks  of  the  previous 
speakers.  He  did  not  want  to  be  inquisitive  ;  he  did  riot 
even  want  to  see  specimen  pages ;  but  he  did  ask  the  com- 
mittee to  give  the  Council  some  idea  of  the  scheme  they 
have  in  their  minds  for  the  production  of  a  book. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  he  did  not  know  that  the  committee 
were  bound  to  produce  a  scheme — it  was  not  as  though 
they  had  something  to  sell,  such  as  a  horse.  The  Con- 
ference "Formulary"  was  the  chief  difficulty.  His 
friend  in  spectacles  (Dr.  Symes)  suggested  that  the  pub- 
lication of  the  "Compendium"  might  interfere  with  the 
profit  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  "Formu- 
lary." The  Conference  could  assist  the  committee  or  they 
could  publish  their  book,  just  as  they  liked — there  was  no 
particular  copyright  in  the  "Formulary."  He  would  say, 
however,  that  he  did  not.think  the  committee  would  recom- 
mend that  any  sum  of  money  be  offered  to  the  Confer- 
ence. A  talk  between  the  President  of  the  Conference 
and  the  President  of  the  Society  would  settle  the  matter,  in 
a  few  minutes. 

The  Conference  motion  was  thereupon  remitted  to  the 
Compendium  Committee  for  consideration. 

Letters. 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  asked  the 
Society  to  nominate  delegates  to  the  forthcoming  meeting 
in  Sheffield.  (This  was  done  at  a  later  stage  of  the 
proceedings.) 

The  honorary  and  corresponding  members  elected  last 
month  wrote  thanking  the  Council  for  the  honour  done  to 
them. 

Professor  Smithells  thanked  the  Council  for  the  vote  of 
thanks  given  him  at  the  last  Council-meeting. 

A  candidate  at  the  recent  Minor  in  Edinburgh  who  went 
away  before  the  oral  examination  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
complete  the  examination.  (This  is  to  be  considered  by 
the  Education  Committee.) 

The  Medico-political  Committee  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  suggested  a  conference  with  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  on  the  subject  of  unduly  repeating  pre- 
scriptions. A  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  committee  was 
enclosed,  in  which  it  was  suggested  that  a  prescriber 
should  state  on  a  prescription  the  number  of  times  he 
wished  the  prescription  repeated,  and  the  dispenser  should 
date  the  script  each  time  it  was  made  up.  When  the  pre- 
scription had  been  dispensed  the  stated  number  of  times 
"it  should  be  the  duty  of  every  qualified  dispenser  to 
refuse  to  dispense  the  same."  The  opinion  was  also 
expressed  that  an  alteration  of  existing  legislation  would 
be  needed. 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  are  to  think  out  this 
problem. 

The  Federation  of  the  West  Riding  wrote  promising 
to  support  the  Pharmacy  Bill  in  every  way  possible. 
This  ended  the  public  business. 


The  Imports  of  drugs,  chemical  products,  &c,  into  Rosario 
during  1903  amounted  to  466,117/.,  against  361,181/.  in  1902. 


ateoal  iReporte. 


Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland). 

Sale  of  Poisons. 

At  the  Templepatrick  (co.  Antrim)  Petty  Sessions  on 
May  25,  before  Mr.  P.  C.  Creaghe,  R.M.  (in  the  chair), 
Mr.  Wm.  Mullen,  J. P.,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Wiley.  J.P.,  a 
publican  and  grocer,  named  James  Alexander,  of  Craiga- 
rogan,  was  prosecuted  by  Sergeant  George  H.  Lester,  of 
Lisburn,  ex  officio  inspector  of  weights  and  measures,' 
for  having  sold  laudanum  without  being  qualified  so  to  do. 
In  all  there  were  five  summonses  against  the  defendant. 
One  was  for  selling  and  dispensing  poison  on  March  23  last, 
and  a  second  for  keeping  open  shop  for  a  like  purpose  on 
the  same  date;  two  other  summonses  were  in  respect,  of 
similar  offences  on  March  24;  and  the  fifth  was  under 
the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act,  1870,  for  not  having  the  bottle 
in  which  the  laudanum  was  sold  to  the  sergeant  labelled 
with  the  word  "  poison,"  together  with  the  name  and 
address  of  the  seller.  Sergeant  Lester  conducted  the, 
prosecution.  The  defendant  was  not  professionally  re- 
presented. 

Sergeant  Lester,  speaking  to  the  summonses  in  which 
defendant  was  accused  of  selling  laudanum,  said  he  re- 
ported the  matter  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ire- 
land, and  he  was  directed  by  Mr.  Ferrall  (the  Secretary 
and  Registrar)  to  proceed  against  the  defendant,  so  that 
he  acted  under  the  instructions  of  the  Council  of  the 
Society  in  what  he  had  done.  The  Council  directed  him 
to  state  that  these  prosecutions  were  brought  altogether 
in  the  interests  of  the  public.  The  sale  of  poisons  could 
not  be  allowed  to  take  place  indiscriminately,  because  if 
any  accident  occurred  through  the  use  of  the  poisons  sa 
vended,  there  would  be  no  means,  owing  to  the  want 
of  a  proper  label  on  the  bottle,  of  discovering  who  sold 
the  poisons.  It  was  in  these  circumstances  that  he  was 
directed  to  take  out  these  summonses  against  the  defen- 
dant. 

The  Chairman  :  You  haven't  left  him  a  corner  to  escape 
from. 

Sergeant  Lester  said  that  six  months  ago  he  saw  a  bottle 
of  laudanum  in  defendant's  window  and  cautioned  Mrs. 
Alexander  about  it,  and  she  said  that  they  used  it  for 
cattle.  On  March  23  he  went  into  the  shop  and  asked  for 
an  ounce  of  laudanum,  for  which  he  paid  twopence.  He 
saw  some  apothecary's  fluid  measures  in  the  shop,  and  on 
asking  what  they  were  for  Mrs.  Alexander  said  that  they 
used  them  for  selling  laudanum  and  spirit  of  nitre.  On 
March  24  he  purchased  another  ounce  of  laudanum,  and 
on  that  occasion  Mr.  Alexander  was  present. 

Mr.  Mullen  :  You  were  in  uniform  on  both  days? 

Sergeant  Lester  :  -Yes.  Further,  in  reply  to  the  Chair- 
man, the  sergeant  said  he  had -cautioned  .Mrs.  Alexander'. 

Defendant  said  his  wife  denied  that.  It  was  only  on 
March  23  that  the  sergeant  told  her. 

At  this  point  there  was  some  further  conversation 
between  the  sergeant  and  the  Chairman  about  the  warn- 
ing and  the  purchases,  the  sergeant  stating  that  the 
laudanum  was  not  labelled  "  Poison."  He  produced  a 
certificate  of  analysis  of  the  laudanum  by  Mr  Barklie; 
proving  that  it.  was  what  it  pretended,  and  quoted  the 
30th  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  mentioning  that  it  had 
been  decided  in  "Patrick  McGarn  v.  James  Kelly"  that 
the  full  penalty  of  5/.  must  be  paid  on  conviction. 

The  defendant  then  said  :  I  have  used  laudanum  for  my 
cattle,  and  have  sold  it  to  neighbours  for  their  cattle,  for 
the  past  thirty-one  years,  and  I  never  heard  a  word  about 
it  being  illegal  until  now.  If  I  had  been  aware  that  I 
was  breaking  the  law.  I  would  not  have  done  so. 

Mr.  Wiley  :  Mr,  Alexander  is  a  very  respectable  man, 
and  he  would  not  have  done  this  if  he  thought  he  was 
doing  wrong. 

The  Chairman  :  Every  subject  of  his  Majesty  is  sup- 
posed to  know  his  Majesty's  laws.  (To  Sergeant  Lester.) 
What  about  the  summons  for  selling"  the  laudanum  without 
being  labelled  ? 

Sergeant  Lester  :  I  will  ask  the  Bench  to  decide  the 
other  four  summonses  first. 
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The  Chairman  :  The  Magistrates  have  no  option  but  to 
inflict  the  penalty.    The  defendant  admits  the  offence. 

The  defendant  protested  that  he  was  not  cautioned,  but 
the  Chairman  said  :  The  Magistrates  have  no  douui  at  all 
that  you  are  a  thoroughly  respectable  man ;  but  you  have 
broken  the  law,  and  we  have  no  alternative  but  to  inflict  a 
penalty  of  51.  and  costs  on  each  of  the  two  summonses  for 
selling  the  laudanum.  That  is  all  we  can  do.  You  can 
take  whatever  proceedings  you  like  in  the  case  afterwards 
with  the  view  to  getting  the  fine  reduced. 

Sergeant  Lester  said  he  would  not  press  the  summons 
for  keeping  open  shop.  Costs  of  court  might  suffice  in 
these  two  cases. 

The  Chairman  :  We  will  impose  a  fine  of  1*'.  and  costs  in 
each  of  these  summonses. 

Sergeant  Lester  :  I  believe  it  is  better  for  me  to  with- 
draw these  two  summonses. 

The  Chairman  :  That  is  the  better  plan. 

The  summonses  for  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of 
poison  were  then  withdrawn  by  the  sergeant. 

The  defendant  said  he  did  not  want  to  sell  laudanum  at 
all,  but  he  did  not  think  he  was  breaking  the  law  in 
doing  so.    He  would  appeal. 

The  Chairman  :  There  is  no  appeal.  You  can  petition 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  if  you  choose;  but  we  can  do  nothing 
except  what  we  have  done. 

Sergeant  Lester  said  the  summons  against  the  defendant 
under  the 

SALE  OF  TOISONS  ACT 

was  to  the  effect  that  the  defendant  on  March  23,  1904, 
did  sell  to  the  complainant  a  poison — to  wit,  laudanum — 
in  a  bottle  which  was  not  distinctly  labelled  with  the 
name  of  the  article  and  the  word  "  poison,"  and  with  the 
name  and  address  of  the  seller  of  the  poison.  The  ser- 
geant recited  the  section  of  the  Act  applying. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Bench  would  impose  a  fine  of  Is. 
and  costs  on  the  summons.  The  Magistrates  desired  to 
express  their  appreciation  of  the  able  way  in  which  Ser- 
geant Lester  had  brought  the  case  forward  and  of  the 
masterly  manner  in  which  he  had  presented  it  in  court. 


High  Court  Cases. 

A  Motion  which  Failed. 

Before  Lords  Justices  Vaughan  Williams,  Romer,  and 
Cozens- Hardy  in  the  Appeal  Court  on  Tuesday,  May  31, 
Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  K.C.,  moved  in  the  case  of 
Badische  Anilin-  und  Soda-Fabrik  v.  W.  G.  Thompson 
&  Co.  (Limited),  for  leave  to  appeal  against  a  refusal  of 
Mr.  Justice  Buckley  to  commit  the  defendant  W.  G. 
Thompson  for  breach  of  an  interim  injunction  granted  by 
the  same  Judge  on  April  25,  1902.  Mr.  Moulton  said 
that,  it  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  plaintiffs  that 
the  defendant  had  been  engaged  in  a  series  of  the  most 
deliberate  breaches — hundreds  of  pounds  of  infringing  dye 
having  been  repeatedly  brought  in— the  plaintiffs  moved  to 
commit,  and  also  that  certain  officials  of  the  railway 
company  should  be  directed  to  attend  in  order  that  they 
might  complete  their  evidence— they  had  traced  the  goods, 
excepting  one  link,  to  the  defendant— but  the  learned  Judge 
held  that  without  that  link  they  were  not  able  to  bring 
the  breaches  home  to  the  defendant,  and  told  them  to 
complete  their  evidence  and  make  another  application. 

Mr.  T.  Terrell,  K.C.  (for  defendant)  :  I  object  to  that 
statement.  In  the  first  place  there  is  no  appeal  in  this 
case  anyway,  with  leave  or  without,  and  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Justice  Buckley's  remarks  is  inaccurate. 

After  further  discussion,  in  which  all  their  Lordships 
joined,  the  application  was  dismissed,  with  costs. 

Dentists  Act  Arr-EAL. 

In  the  Divisional  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  Friday, 
May  13,  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  (Lord  Alverstone), 
Mr.  Justice  Wills,  and  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy,  Mr.  John 
Panhans  appealed  against  the  decision  of  the  Bow  Street 
Magistrate  convicting  him  of  infringement  of  the  Dentists 
Act  by  taking  and  using  certain  titles  (see  C.  d-  D.. 
January  16,  page  77).  Mr.  Horace  Avory,  K.C,  and  Mr. 
Harold  Brandon  appeared  for  the  appellant;  Mr.  R.  W. 


Turner  appeared  for  the  respondent  (Mr.  W.  F.  T. 
Brown). 

Mr.  Avory,  in  contending  that  the  conviction  was  wrong, 
recited  the  facts  of  the  case  as  given  by  the  Magistrate' 
(Mr.  Fenwick),  as  follows  : 

Three  informations  were  heard  by  me  on  the  16th  day 
of  December,  1903,  and  determined  by  me  on  the  8th  day 
of  January,  1904,  when  I  fined  the  appellant  8/.  8s.  and* 
6/.  5s.  costs  on  the  second  of  the  hereinbefore  mentioned! 
informations  and  2s.  costs  on  each  of  the  other  two  in- 
formations hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  the  said  three  informations  thu- 
following  facts  common  to  all  were  proved  or  admitted 
before  me:  That  "The  West  Central  Dental  Institute 
(Limited)  "  was  duly  registered  as  a  joint-stock  company 
on  the  5th  January,  1903;  that  the  appellant  was  the  sole 
director  and  manager  thereof;  that  the  registered 
address  of  the  said  company  was  60  Gower  Street,  and 
that  on  the  doorplate  of  such  premises  were  the  words 
"  West  Central  Dental  Institute  (Limited),  Zahnaerzth- 
liches  Institut,"  but  the  name  of  the  appellant  did  not 
appear  either  on  the  doorplate  or  elsewhere  on  the  pie- 
mises;  that  the  appellant  was  not  a  specially  qualified 
person  within  the  meaning  of  the  Dentists  Act,  1878,  as 
amended  by  the  Medical  Act,  1886,  or  registered  there- 
under. That  the  appellant  had  formed  the  said  company 
because  he  was  not  a  specially  qualified  person  within  the* 
meaning  of  the  Dentists  Act,  1878,  as  amended  by  the 
Medical  Act,  1886,  or  registered  thereunder.  The  object 
of  the  said  company  .  .  .  purported  to  be  to  carry  on  the 
practice  and  promote  the  adoption  of  advanced  and 
scientific  methods  of  dental  surgery,  to  undertake  tuition 
in  the  methods  of  dental  surgery,  and  to  participate  in  the 
profits  arising  from  the  practice  of  dentistry  by  duly 
qualified  practitioners,  and  to  secure  their  services  and 
acquire  businesses  for  that  purpose.  After  the  formation 
of  the  company  the  appellant  continued  to  practise? 
dentistry  at  the  said  premises.  There  was  no  evidence 
that  any  specially  qualified  person  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Dentists  Act,  1878,  as  amended  by  the  Medical  Act, 
1886,  or  registered  thereunder,  practised  dentistry  at 
such  premises  or  elsewhere  on  behalf  of  the  company,  or,, 
indeed,  that  any  person  other  than  the  appellant  in  fact 
practised  dentistry  at  the  said  premises.  That  the  receipts 
for  money  paid  by  patients  were  in  the  name  of  "  The 
West  Central  Dental  Institute  (Limited)  "  and  initialled1 
by  the  appellant  "J.  P.,  Managing  Director."  The' 
above  are  facts  common  to  all  the  said  three  informations. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Whatever  this  means  he  him- 
self did  practise  and  take  the  money. 

Mr.  Avory  :  Yes.  The  learned  counsel  proceeded  with 
his  quotation  : 

On  the  part  of  the  respondent  it  was  contended  :  That 
the  appellant  was  taking  a  name,  title,  addition,  or 
description  implying  that  he,  John  Panhans,  was  regis- 
tered under  that  Act  or  was  a  person  specially  qualified 
to  practise  dentistry.  On  the  part  of  the  appellant  it  was 
contended :  (1)  That  the  appellant  had  not  taken  any 
title  either  of  dentist  or  dental  practitioner,  or  any  word 
or  any  description  whatever  implying  that  he  was  specially 
qualified  to  practise  dentistry  or  that  he  was  registered 
under  the  Dentists  Act,  1878,  but  that  if  any  such  word 
or  description  had  been  taken  it  had  been  taken  by  the 
company;  (2)  that  the  words  "West  Central  Dental 
Institute  (Limited)  "  did  not  imply  that  the  appellant 
was  a  person  specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry  or 
that  he  was  registered  under  the  said  Act ;  (3)  that  the 
appellant  and  the  company  were  two  distinct  entities,  and 
that  the  acts  of  one  could  not  be  identified  as  the  acts  of 
the  other,  nor  could  the  title  of  a  joint-stock  company  be 
the  description  of  a  person. 

My  attention  was  called  to  the  several  reported  cases 
hereinafter  set  out:  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  the 
London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association  "  (5  App.  Cas., 
page  857),  "  The  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  v. 
Robinson"  (1892.  1  Q.B.D.,  page  557).  1  'came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  description  on  the  doorplate  and  in 
the  advertisement  implied  that  the  person  who  in  fact 
practised  dentistry  at  60  Gower  Street  was  a  person 
specially  qualified  under  the  Dentists  Act,  1878,  as 
amended  by  the  Medical  Act,  1886,  or  registered  there- 
under, and  that  such  was  the  impression  that  would  be 
left  on  the  mind  of  an  ordinary  person  reading  the 
advertisement  or  the  words  on  the  doorplate.  I  was  of 
opinion  that  the  appellant,  being  the  only  person  who 
actually  practised  dentistry  on  those  premises,  did  avail 
himself  of  and  use  the  description  on  the  doorplate  and 
the  description  in  the  advertisement  implying  that  he  was 
a  person  specially  qualified  under  the  Dentists  Act,  1878. 
as   amended    by    the    Medical    Act,  1886,  or  registered 
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thereunder,  and  I  convicted  the  appellant  on  each  of  the 
three  informations  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

Mr.  Avory  contended  that  it  was  the  company  whii  h 
used  the  titles,  and  not  the  appellant. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  What  presses  me  is  this.  There  ! 
is  this  very  glowing  advertisement ;  suppose  one  writes 
to  :  "John  Panhans,  German  Dental  Institute,  60  Gower 
Street,  Bedford  Square,  W.C.,"  and  so  on.  and  says, 
"  Will  you  give  me  a  consultation  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow  ?  " 
will  John  Panhans  open  that  letter? 

Mr.  Avory  :  Yes,  very  likely;  just  as  the  secretary  opens 
any  letter  addressed  to  the  company. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  And  Panhans  will  give  the 
consultation  ? 

Mr.  Avory  :  Yes,  my  Lord.  But  the  question  still 
remains,  Who  is  it  uses  that  name;  who  is  it  that  carries 
on  that  business?  It  is  quite  clear  it  is  the  company  that 
carries  on  the  business,  and  it  is  quite  clear  that  if  it 
became  a  question  as  to  income-tax  the  company  would 
have  to  pay  the  income-tax,  and  not  Mr.  Panhans.  It 
may  be  that  this  looks  like  an  evasion  of  the  Act  for  a 
person  to  turn  himself,  if  you  like — I  will  put  it  as  much 
against  myself  as  possible — into  a  limited  company;  but 
then,  as  has  often  been  said,  the  question  is,  Is  it  a 
successful  evasion  ?  In  the  preamble  there  is  no  enact- 
ment against  anybody  who  chooses  practising  dentistry. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Avory  :  It  is  not  like,  therefore,  the  Pharmaceutical 
case,  which  the  Magistrate  was  chiefly  guided  by,  because 
the  question  in  that  case  was  under  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
which  provides  that  no  person  shall  compound  medicines, 
&c,  unless  he  is  a  qualified  chemist.  That  is  just  the 
difference.  There  there  is  a  provision  against  any  person 
practising  as  a  chemist  unless  he  is  qualified,  but  there  is 
no  provision  against  a  man  practising  as  a  dentist  unless  he 
is  qualified.  The  mere  fact  that  this  individual  does  per- 
form dental  operations  is  not  a  breach  of  the  law  at  all. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  I  quite  agree,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  this  is  the  way  it  ought  to  be  pressed  against 
you.  You  have  to  say  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  has 
used  a  description  implying  that  he  is  specially  qualified 
to  practise  dentistry. 

Mr.  Avory  :  Yes,  my  Lord.  You  must  find  it  in  the 
description. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  The  company  cannot  operate, 
of  course. 

Mr.  Avory  :  No,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  :  The  company  cannot  be  regis- 
tered. 

Mr.  Avory  :  So  it  has  been  decided  in  the  Irish  court. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Of  course,  my  brother  means, 
not  under  the  Dentists  Act. 

Mr.  Avory  pointed  out  that  in  the  description  beginning 
with  "German  Dental  Institute"  there  was  nothing  which 
could  possibly  imply  that  John  Panhans  was  either  regis- 
tered or  specially  qualified  ;  whereupon 

Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  said  :  Surely  you  do  not  contend 
that  it  is  necessary  for  the  man's  name  who  is  alleged  to 
have  infringed  this  section  to  appear  outside  if  you  find 
that  he  is  the  operator.  He  might  call  himself  something 
different,  when  you  get  inside,  if  he  is  the  person  who 
induced  you  to  come  inside. 

Mr.  Avory  submitted  that  it  was  the  company  who  did 
it.  Supposing  it  was  held  that  this  description  implied 
that  anybody  was'  qualified,  it  implied  that  the  company 
was. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills  :  It  implies  that  the  persons  inside 
who  are  going  to  do  the  work  are  very  well  qualified 
people.  There  is  a  description  as  to  doing  complete,  good, 
and  durable  work  under  guarantee,  painless  extractions, 
and  stopping  of  teeth. 

Mr.  Avory  :  That  comes  to  the  second  point.  I  submit 
that  it  does  not  imply  any  special  qualification  at  all. 
That  is  a  mere  advertisement  that  they  are  practising 
ordinary  dentistry.  Any  man  is  entitled  to  do  all  these 
things  without  being  specially  qualified,  and  he  is  entitled 
to  advertise  that  he  does  these  things  without  being 
specially  qualified,  and  a  mere  advertisement  that  a  man 
will  draw  teeth  at  so  much  each,  or  at  so  much  the  dozen, 
or  anything  else,  does  not  imply  that  he  is  specially 
qualified. 


The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Certainly,  if  he  advertises 
that  he  does  it  at  so  much  a  dozen  1  should  say  that  he 
is  not  specially  qualified. 

Mr.  Avory  then  referred  to  the  "veterinary  forge" 
case,  and  suggested  that  neither  the  words  "dental  insti- 
tute "  nor  the  description  of  the  work  done  implied  any 
special  qualification. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills  :  I  do  not  know.  I  should  think 
that  if  a  man  put  up  "All  the  most  recent  improvements 
in  connection  with  dentistry  "  he  ought  to  be  a  tolerably 
well  qualified  person. 

Mr.  Avory  :  Perhaps  he  ought  to  be,  my  Lord,  but  the 
question  is,  Does  it  imply  that  he  has  any  special  quali- 
fication ? 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Is  there  any  evidence  that  the 
Magistrate  may  have  thought  it  did  imply  it?  That  is 
the  question. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills:  "Qualification"  does  not  mean 
technical  qualification,  it  means  capability. 

Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  :  He  does  that  which  certainly 
ought  to  import  it,  when  he  says  he  gives  only  absolutely 
good  and  durable  work. 

Mr.  Avory  submitted  that  if  a  man  cannot  advertise 
that  he  practises  dentistry,  stops  teeth,  extracts  teeth, 
and  so  on  without  implying  that  he  is  specially  qualified, 
it  amounts  to  an  enactment  that  no  man  shall  practise 
dentistry  unless  he  is  specially  qualified,  and  there  is  no 
such  enactment  in  the  statute. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  in  giving  judgment,  said  :  We 
need  not  trouble  you,  Mr.  Turner.  This  gentleman  him- 
self inserts  the  advertisement.  He  does  not  put  his  own 
name,  but  he  calls  himself  "The  German  Dental  Insti- 
tute, 60  Gower  Street,"  and  states  when  consultations  may 
be  had,  and  gives  a  number  of  descriptions  which,  if  they 
applied  to  an  individual,  would  unquestionably  be  suffi- 
cient to  indicate  or  to  imply  that  he  was  a  person  specially 
qualified  to  practise  dentistry.  But  Mr.  Avory  contends 
that  because  there  is  also  on  the  notice  "  West  Central 
Dental  Institute  (Limited),"  and  because  no  name  is  men- 
tioned, it  is  not  the  same  thing  as  if  he  simply  put  up 
"  Dentist  "  on  the  door,  and  that  he  does  not  come  within 
the  Act.  1  am  clearly  of  opinion  the  Magistrate  has  come 
to  the  only  conclusion  he  could  come  to,  and  that  there 
is  abundant  description  to  infringe  the  Dentists  Act  of 
1878. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills  and  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  agreed, 
and  the  appeal  was  dismissed,  with  costs. 

Cutting  Kntght's  Soat\ 

Mr.  Justice  Warrington*,  in  the  Chancery  Division  oi>> 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  heard  the  case  of  John  Knight 
&  Sons  (Limited)  v.  Crispe  &  Co.  (Limited),  wherein  the 
plaintiffs  asked  for  an  injunction  restraining  the  defen- 
dants from  selling  their  "Primrose"  soap  at  less  than/ 
l^d.  a  bar  in  breach  of  a  contract,  and  for  damages,  and 
for  an  injunction  restraining  them  from  selling  soap  not  of 
the  plaintiffs'  manufacture  as  the  plaintiffs'  soap. 

Mr.  T.  Terrell,  K.C.,  for  the  plaintiffs,  said  they  did 
not  make  the  contract  as  a  rule  on  the  occasion  of  each 
sale  of  soap,  but  it  was  well  known  in  the  trade  that  the 
retail  price  was  7{d.  The  defendants  were  proprietors  of 
general  stores  at  Holloway,  and  had  purchased  large 
quantities  of  the  soap  from  time  to  time.  Some  time  ago 
they  started  monthly  sales,  at  which  they  purported  to 
sell  goods  at  less  than  the  ordinary  price,  and  they  adver- 
tised the  plaintiffs'  soap  at  6j(7.  a  bar.  Other  tradesmen 
in  the  locality  complained  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  intimated 
that  unless  these  cutting  tactics  were  stopped  they  would 
have  to  cease  dealing  with  the  plaintiffs,  because  it  was 
impossible  to  make  a  fair  trading  profit  at  the  lower  price. 
Plaintiffs'  traveller  went  to  see  defendants'  manager,  who 
said  thousands  of  catalogues  had  been  printed  and  circu- 
lated giving  the  price  of  Knight's  "Primrose"  soap  at 
6fr/.,  but  that  after  the  sale  they  would  not  again  sell  at 
that  price.  On  that  understanding  plaintiffs'  agreed  to 
supply  five  tons  of  soap.  The  defendants,  however,  con- 
tinued to  sell  at  the  lower  price  at  two  subsequent  monthly 
sales,  and  insisted  on  their  right  to  sell  at  any  price  they 
chose ;  and  this  was  their  defence  to  the  first  part  of  the 
action.  As  to  the  second  injunction,  the  plaintiffs  had 
the  evidence  of  the  wife  of  one  of  their  customers,  whs 
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asked  at  the  defendants'  shop  for  the  plaintiffs"  soap  and 
was  given  "  Crispe's  Imperial  Primrose."  which  the 
assistant  told  her  the  plaintiffs  had  had  specially  made  up 
for  them  in  that  form.  The  defendants  denied  the  whole 
story. 

His  Lordship,  in  giving  judgment,  held  that  there  was 
a  clear  contract  by  the  defendants  not  to  sell  under 
after  the  September  sale,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that 
the  contract  had  been  broken.  But  as  all  the  soap  had 
been  sold  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  grant  an  injunction. 
No  actual  damage  had  been  proved,  but  he  would  award 
plaintiffs  40*.  nominal  damages.  As  to  the  alleged  passing- 
off,  there  was  a  ccnflict  of  evidence.  He  believed  the 
story  of  the  purchaser,  but  did  not  think  there  was  any 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  to  defraud.  It 
was.  moreover,  an  isolated  case,  and  he  could  not  hold 
that:  it  inflicted  damage  on  the  plaintiffs.  He  therefore 
gave  judgment  for=the  defendants  on  this  part  of  the  case. 
There  were  no  costs  on  either  side. 

Dentists  Act. 

A  Scotch  Cask. 

.At  Stirling  Sheriff  Court  on  May  2.  Robert  Robertson, 
63  Stirling  Street.  Denny,  was  charged  at  the  instance  of 
the  Medical  and  Dental  Defence  Union  with  having  con- 
travened this  Act  by  using  the  name  or  title  of  surgeon- 
dentist,  he  not  being  a  qualified  person.  Accused  pleaded 
guilty,  and  Sheriff-Substitute  Buntine  imposed  a  fine  of 
5/..  with  17.  2s.  6il.  of  expenses,  or  thirty  clays'  imprison- 
tment. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

A  Magnesia  Warranty. 

-.At  the  Spelthorne  Petty  Sessions.  Sunbury.  on  Monday. 
May  30,  William  Scott,  grocer.  High  Street.  Hampton 
Hill,  was  summoned  for  giving  a  false  warranty  to  Agnes 
Cook,  a  shopkeeper,  of  Ashford.  in  respect  to  magnesia,  on 
December  7,  1903. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Kirby  (Neve.  Beck  and  Kirby)  appeared  for 
the  defendant.  Inspector  Tyler,  who  prosecuted  for  the 
Middlesex  County  Council,  explained  that  on  March  7 
last  one  of  the  officers  purchased  at  Mrs.  Cook's  shop  a 
packet  of  magnesia,  which  the  public  analyst  certified  to 
be  magnesium  carbonate.  Mrs.  Cook  put  in  as  part  of  her 
defence  a  document  which  she  said  she  received  from  Mr. 
Scott,  from  whom  she  purchased  the  magnesia,  and  which 
the  Bench  held  to  be  a  warranty.  The  case  against  Mrs. 
Cook  was  dismissed.  He  (witness)  took  out  a  summons 
against  the  defendant  for  giving  a  false  warranty  to  Mrs. 
Cook,  and  he  pointed  out  that  if  the  offence  were  proved 
the  defendant  was.  under  Section  27  of  the  1875  Act,  liable 

Tto  a  penalty  of  20/. 

Evidence  as  to  the  purchase  of  the  magnesia  sold  to  Mrs. 

'Cook  by  the  defendant  was  given  by  Fred  Cook,  her 
Thusband.  Witness  added,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Kirby.  that 
when  he  purchased  the  packets  he  saw  that  they  were 
labelled  "  carbonate  of  magnesia."  Evidence  was  also 
given  as  to  the  purchase  of  the  sample  from  Mrs.  Cook  for 
analysis.  Alfred  dinner,  the  purchaser,  said  he  noticed 
that  the  packet  was  labelled  on  three  sides  "  Carbonate  of 
magnesia."  Mr.  Tyler  giving  evidence  as  to  sending  a 
part  of  the  packet  to  the  public  analyst,  admitted  that  the 
packet  was  labelled  "  Carbonate  of  magnesia."'  Mr. 
Walter  Bevan,  public  analyst,  also  gave  evidence. 

Mr.  Buckmaster  (one  of  the  Magistrates)  said  he  went 
into  a  shop  the  other  day  and  asked  for  some  magnesia, 
and  was  supplied  with  a  packet,  which  the  shopkeeper,  in 
answer  to  his  question,  said  was  carbonate  of  magnesia. 
He  would  like  to  know  if.  when  a  person  asked  for  mag- 
nesia in  that  way,  he  ought  to  get  oxide  of  magnesia. 

Mr.  B3van  said  if  the  learned  Justice  asked  for  "mag- 
nesia" he  ought  not  to  have  been  supplied  with  carbonate 
of  magnesia,  which  was  about  half  the  price  of  oxide  of 
magnesia. 

Mr.  Kirby  :  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  six  different 
kinds  of  magnesia. 

Mr.  Bevan  :  No ;  four,  I  think. 


Mr.  Kirby  :  Oxide  of  magnesia,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is 
made  from  carbonate  of  magnesia  ? 
Mr.  Bevan  :  It  is. 

Mr.  Kirby  :  And  the  result  is  that  it  is  double  the  price  ? 

Mr.  Bevan  :  Yes,  and  twice  as  effective. 

Mr.  Kirby  :  Tell  me,  do  you  know  what  the  practice  of 
the  wholesale  houses  is?  Do  you  know  that  oxide  is  gener- 
ally described  as  "oxide."  and  that  carbonate  is  generally 
described  as  "carbonate"? 

Mr.  Bevan  :  Yes,  I  think  so.  But  the  ordinary  pur- 
chaser does  not  usually  get  what  he  asks  for,  and  that  is 
a  reason  why  the  ordinary  purchaser  should  be  looked 
after. 

Mr.  Kirby  then  addressed  the  Magistrates  for  the 
defence.  He  said  it  was  clear  that  the  summons  against 
Mrs.  Cook  was  properly  dismissed,  for  not  only  was  the 
packet  labelled  "  Carbonate  of  magnesia,"  but  the  inspector 
saw  that  it  was  so  labelled,  and  so  had  notice  of  the  con- 
tents, according  to  Section  6  of  the  Act.  As  to  the  case 
against  Mr.  Scott,  the  question  was,  Was  the  document  or 
receipt  given  to  Mrs.  Cook  after  the  purchase  of  the  mag- 
nesia really  a  warranty  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act? 
What  was  written  upon  it?  "12  magnesia.  5jrf."  He 
asked  the  Bench  if  they  really  thought  that  that  consti- 
tuted a  warranty.  He  contended  that  it  did  not.  But 
apart  from  that,  according  to  Clause  6  of  Section  20  of  the 
1899  Act  it  must  be  proved  that  a  person  who  gave  a  war- 
ranty had  reason  to  believe  that  the  statement  or  descrip- 
tion contained  therein  was  true.  If  the  warranty  had 
stated  "oxide."  it  might  properly  be  regarded  as  a  war- 
ranty for  oxide  of  magnesia.  If  it  had  stated  calcined 
magnesia,  or  had  specified  any  other  forms  of  magnesia, 
the  same  thing  might  be  said.  But  that  did  not  apply 
here,  for  this  was  a  sale  at  sight,  the  label  being  sufficient 
to  show  what  the  purchaser  was  buying.  But  assuming 
that  the  warranty  was  false,  the  Bench  must  be  convinced 
that  the  defendant  knew  that  the  description  of  it  was 
false ;  and  the  reverse  of  that  was  the  case,  for  he  would 
prove  that  when  the  defendant  purchased  the  magnesia  in 
question  he  did  not  know  what  he  was  buying,  and  when 
supplied  with  carbonate  of  magnesia  believed  that  this  was 
the  article  that  was  usually  sold  to  the  public  when  they 
asked  for  magnesia. 

The  defendant  was  then  called,  and  stated  that  until 
1903  he  had  never  dealt  in  magnesia,  and  when  he  asked  a 
Bermondsey  firm  for  magnesia  and  received  carbonate  of 
magnesia,  he  thought  it  was  the  usual  magnesia  that  was 
sold  to  the  public  when  they  asked  for  it.  He  added  that 
he  had  visited  several  shops  in  the  district  and  asked  for 
magnesia,  and  out  of  seven  samples  taken  three  of  them 
were  labelled  "Carbonate  of  magnesia." 

The  Chairman  intimated  that  the  Bench  were  of  opinion 
that  the  defendant  did  not  give  a  false  warranty  inten- 
tionally, and  the  summons  against  him,  therefore,  would 
be  dismissed. 

Cream  of  Tartar. 
At  Driffield,  on  May  26.  a  shopkeeper  named  Wharram, 
was  fined  5s.  and  18s.  costs  for  selling  cream  of  tartar  con- 
taining lead. 

At  Pontypool  Police  Court  on  May  28,  Anson  Russell, 
grocer,  Garndiffaith.  was  fined  20s.  for  selling  cream  of 
tartar  adulterated  with  23  per  cent  of  starch. 
At  Bridlington,  on  May  28.  John  Beamish,  grocer, 
Burton  Agnes,  was  fined  1/.  for  having  sold  cream  of  tartar 
containing  lead.  He  stated  that  he  purchased  the  article 
from  a  chemist  as  pure,  but  he  declined  to  give  the  name 
of  the  chemist. 


County  Court  Case. 

A  Patent  Toothache-Cure. 
A  series  of  amusing  cases  were  heard  at  Athy  Quarter 
Sessions,  before  County  Court  Judge  Barry,  on  May  31. 

'  in  which  Mr.  Lawrence  Kelly,  of  Ardnaree,  Balana,  was 
plaintiff  and  the  defendants  were  a  number  of  persons  in 
Monasterevan  and  Athy,  who  were  sued  for  certain 
amounts,  the  value  of  supplies  of  plaintiff  s  patent  tooth- 
EicliG-curo.  J     —  ., 

1     One  of  the  defendants  said  he  only  got  the  '.'  Cure  as 
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a  sample;  and  another  said  that  he  wrote  to  the  plaintiff 
to  take  away  the  medicine,  but  Kelly  paid  no  attention  to 
the  letter. 

Another  of  the  defendants  (Mr.  Edghill.  of  Monaster- 
evan)  said  the  plaintiff  was  not  registered.  His  Honour  : 
As  a  toothache-curer ?  Mr.  Edghill  :  No;  as  a  druggist. 
My  assistant  had  toothache  on  the  day  plaintiff  called, 
and  I  told  the  plaintiff  I  did  not  want  the  twelve  boxes. 
His  Honour  :  Would  it  take  twelve  boxes  to  cure  a 
toothache?  Mr.  Edghill  :  I  think  it  would.  Plaintiff  was 
examined  and  said  the  cure  was  invented  and  patented 
by  his  brother,  a  policeman. 

The  various  cases  were  dismissed. 


Bankruptcies  anfc  failures. 

Ite  T.  H.  Downing,  Commercial  Street,  Llanllwchairaw, 
Newtown,  druggist. — The  estate  has  been  realised  by  the 
Official  Receiver  of  the  Shrewsbury  Bankruptcy  Court,  and 
a  supplemental  dividend  of  15s.  9(7.  has  been  declared, 
making  a  total  of  20s.  in  the  pound  with  interest  at  4  per 
cent,  per  annum. 

lie  Daisy  Edith  Capon,  lately  carrying  on  business  with 
another  as  the  "Gyptican  Oil  Company"  at  17  Farringdon 
Avenue,  E.G.-  This  case  came  before  Mr.  Registrar  Giffard, 
at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  Wednesday,  in  relation 
to  the  public  examination  of  the  debtor,  who  has  filed 
accounts  showing  debts  592/.  3s.  Id.,  and  no  available  assets. 
According  to  the  observations  of  the  Official  Receiver,  the 
debtor  has  acted  as  a  director  of  the  Geddes  Manufacturing 
Company,  which  carries  on  a  proprietary-medicine  and 
horse-rug  manufacturing  business  at  the  above  address.  In 
April,  1903,  she  commenced,  in  partnership  with  a  friend, 
to  manufacture  and  sell  an  embrocation  at  the  same  address, 
under  the  style  of  the  "  Gyptican  Oil  Company."  That 
business  was  sold  in  August  last  to  the  Gyptican  Oil  Com- 
pany (Limited),  of  which  also  she  became  a  director.  The 
debtor  attributes  her  insolvency  entirely  to  her  liability  for 
debts  of  267/.  incurred  for  advertising  the  embrocation 
business,  and  for  law-costs,  amounting  to  325/.,  incurred 
partly  in  connection  with  the  registration  of  the  oil  com- 
pany, and  partly  in  connection  with  litigation  arising  from 
the  employment  of  her  manager.  Mr.  C.  A.  Pope,  Assistant 
Receiver,  reported  that  the  debtor  desired  an  adjournment 
with  a  view  to  submitting  a  proposal  at  a  new  first  meeting 
of  the  creditors.  By  consent  of  all  parties  the  examination 
was  adjourned  until  July  13. 


2>ccfcs  of  arrangement 

Stuart,  Patrick,  76  Falls  Road,  Belfast,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Assignment  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors. 
Dated,  May  14 ;  filed.  May  18.  Unsecured  liabilities, 
185/.  6s.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  159/.  8s.  5(Z.  Trustee, 
Mr.  John  Lawlber,  Whitehall  Buildings,  Belfast, 
accountant. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  creditors:  — 


Brown,  D.  &  Son,  Ltd.,  Donaghmore.. 

Daisy,  Ltd.,  Leeds   

Gibson,  Samuel,  Belfast  ...   

Mcllroy,  John,  Belfast  

Stuart,  P.  J.,  Belfast   

York  Confectionery  Company,  York  .. 


£  s.  a. 

12    0  0 

10  16  0 

40    0  0 

8  0  0 
104   0  0 

9  12  3 


Blackwood,  Robert  John  Smitb,  64  St.  George's  Road  and 
90  Cowcaddens.  Glasgow,  chemist  and  druggist. — Ac- 
cording to  a  circular  issued  by  the  trustee  (Mr.  W. 
McCallum,  C.A.,  of  128  Hope"  Street,  Glasgow),  the 
liabilities  amount  to  2,261/.  9s.  bd.  and  assets  (less  100/. 
preference  claims)  are  estimated  to  realise  1,894/.  0s.  11(Z., 
showing  a  dividend  of  16s.  9(Z.  in  the  pound,  exclusive 
of  costs.  At  a  meeting  of  creditors  held  on  May  4, 
an  offer  of  composition  of  13s.  4rZ.  in  the  pound  without 
security  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  debtor;  the  com- 
position to  be  payable  at  the  rate  of  4s.  6cZ.  in  six 
months,  4s.  6(Z.  in  twelve  months,  and  4s.  4(7.  in  eighteen 
months — the  cash  creditors  to  withhold  their  claims 
pending  the  acceptance  and  payment  of  the  composi- 
tion. The  meeting  unanimously  agreed  to  accept  the 
offer  and  to  recommend  it  to  absent  creditors  for  ac- 
ceptance. Messrs.  Robert  McAdam  (Glasgow  Apothe- 
caries' Company),  Robert  A.  Wright  (T.  &  H.  Smith, 
Limited),  and  W.  H.  Dykes  (Lorimer  &  Moyes)  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  trustee,  with 
full  power  to  deal  with  the  matter. 


£ 

s. 

cl. 

14 

0 

0 

U 

u 

11 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

161 

0 

0 

23 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

107 

0 

0 

137 

0 

0 

21 

0 

0 

Goss,  George,  130  High  Street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  pharma 
ceutical  chemist.  Trustee.  Frederic  E.  Wright,  LA., 
19  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  E.G.  Dated,  May  24;  filed, 
May  30;  secured  creditors.  58/.  15s.;  unsecured  liabili- 
ties, 761/.  9s.  6(Z.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  212/.  16s.  8cZ.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : 

Bush,  W.  J.  &  Co.,  Ltd..  London  ... 

Butler  &  Crispe,  London   

Butcher,  W.,  &  Sons,  London  ... 
Harker,     Stagg     &     Morgan,  Ltd., 

London   

Holdron,  F.,  Streatham  ...   

Kemball,  A.  C,  Colchester   

Lynch  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London  ... 

Meggeson  &  Co.,  London   

Newbery,  F..  &  Sons,  London  

Notting'  Hill    Electric    Lighting  Co. 

Partridge,  R.,  Hadleigh   

Wiltshire,  F.  T.  (Exors.  of).  London 
Wright,    Layman    &    Umncy,  Ltd., 

London   

Ziockwood,  Joe,  late  trading  as  Lcckwood  &  Co.,  32  Lees- 
Street,  Ancoats.  Manchester,  manufacturing  chemist, 
now  residing  at  74  Cromwell  Grove,  Levenshulme.  near 
Manchester,  traveller.  Trustee,  Francis  W.  Burn, 
82  Market  Street,  Manchester.  Dated.  May  16;  filed, 
May  24;  secured  creditors.  120/.;  unsecured  liabilities, 
569/.  18s.  3(Z.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  77/. 

Mawson,  Thomas  Oliver,  12  Percy  Park  Road,  and  1 
Prudhoe  Terrace,  Tynemouth,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Trustee,  John  M.  Winter.  C.A.,  16  Market  Street,  New- 
castle-on-Tvne.  Dated,  Mav  20;  filed,  Mav  26;  unsecured' 
liabilities,  645Z.  14s.  2(Z.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  600Z.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : 


Herbert,  Miss.  Tynemouth 
Hurman,   Ltd.,  Newcastle 
Ismay.  J..  &  Sons,  Newcastle 
Jewsbury  &  Brown.  Manches 
Mawson,  R.  B.,  Wigan  ... 


Thompson,  H.,  North  Shields 

Tindle,  J.  G..  North  Shields  ... 

Wilkinson  &  Simpson,  Ltd..  Ncwc: 

Bankers'  Claims   

Mitchell,  Godfrey  Thompson,  12  and  14  Durham  Road 
Low  Fell,  chemist.  Trustees,  Lionel  Williamson  • 
(managing  director  of  Messrs.  Wilkinson  &  Simpson 
Limited,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  chemists  and  druggists) 
and  another.  Dated.  May  21;  filed.  May  27;  secured 
creditors.  76/.  2s.  ;  unsecured  liabilities,  344/.  9s.  7(Z.  Esti- 
mated net  assets,  284Z.  19s.  3<Z.  Assignment  upon  trust, 
&c,  two  creditors  for  250/. .  each  withdrawing  their 
claims  upon  creditors  releasing  all  claims  upon  the 
household  furniture  and  effects.  The  following  aro 
scheduled  as  creditors  : 

£  s.  d. 

Bainbridge  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Newcastle  ...    23    0  0 

Blake  &  MeKenzie,  Liverpool   20    0  0 

Boulton.  James  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London  ...    10    0  0 

Emley,  F.  &  E.,  Newcastle    54    0  0 

Hearon.     Squire    &    Francis,  Ltd., 

London  18    0  0 

Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Leeds   11    0  0 

Hurman,  Ltd.,  Newcastle    15    0  0 

Ismay  &  Sons,  Newcastle    67    0  0 

Marslialls.  Ltd.,  London    26    0  0 

Simcock,  T.  W.,  Leeds   11    0  0 

Wilkinson.  J.  F..  Manchester   18   0  0 

Wilkinson  &  Simpson,  Newcastle     ...    65    0  0 
Preferential  Creditors. 

Ismay  &  Sons,  Newcastle    27    0  0 

Wilkinson  &  Simpson,  Ltd.,  Newcastle  48  0  0 
Pound,  Henry  William,  The  Hollies.  Chapel  Street,  Bit- 
terne,  near  Southampton,  chemical  dealer.  Trustee, 
Harry  Wilson,  146  High  Street,  Southampton,  chemist. 
Dated.  Mav  24;  filed,  Mav  25:  unsecured  liabilities, 
2217.  8s.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  195/.  Is.  7(Z.  The  follow- 
ing are  creditors  : 

£  s.  d. 

Bird.  Mrs  13    0  0 

Bonekamper.  E.  W..  London   11    0  0 

Camwal,  Ltd..  London   24    0  0 

Hodgkinson.  Prestons  &  King,  London  12  0  0 
Kerfoot  &  Co.,  Ashton-under-Lync  ...  16  0  0 
Randall  &  Son,  Ltd..  Southampton  ...  16  0  0 
Shirley  Brothers,  Ltd..  London  ...  19  0  0 
Woodward  &  Co.,  Birmingham        ...    15    0  0 


£ 

s. 

d. 

15 

0 

0 

39 

0 

0' 

192 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

21 

0 

0 

27 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

33 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 
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(Fasette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 
Wjrmull,  A.,  and  Wormull,  C.  A.  (lately  deceased),  Stam 
ford  Sti'eet,  Blackfriars,  surgical-instrument  manufacturers 
under  the  style  of  Evans  &  Wormull. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  zni  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
ET2Wto:i,  William,  Mincing  Lane,  E.G.,  analytical  chemist. 


Westminster  Misbom. 

(Fv&m  our  Parliamentary  Representative .) 


Prospects  of  Private  Bills. 

The  House  of  Commons  reassembled  on  Tuesday,  after 
She  Whitsuntide  Recess.  In  the. third  and  final  division 
into  which  the  Session  is  split  up,  private  members  have 
few  opportunities  of  advancing  the  measures  in  which 
they-are  interested.  Only  two  sittings  now  remain  free  to 
them — the  second  and  third  Fridays  in  June.  Bills  that 
have  run  the  gauntlet  of  their  Committee  stage  will  then 
lie  considered  as  amended.  Among  these,  however,  is  in- 
dueled  the  Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  which  is  the  second 
Jjirl  down  for  consideration  on  Friday,  June  10. 

The  Manufacture  of  Serum.  " 
Mr.  Robert  Cameron  asked  the  Home  Secretary  on 
Tuesday  whether  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
report  of  the  Lister  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine,  in 
which  it  was  admitted  that  the  injection  of  antitoxin 
4-aused  a  large  number  of  rashes,  inflammation  of  joints 
(ascribed  to  something  inherent  in  the  serum  of  the  horses 
jv  otSier  animals),  and  also  an  increased  number  of  cases 
of  paralysis.  Mr.  Camercn  suggested  in  view  of  this  state- 
ment that  the  Home  Secretary  should  consider  the  advis- 
sibility  of  taking  steps  to  prohibit  the  manufacture  of 
ser  im  in  laboratories  licensed  under  the  Vivisection  Acts. 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas  in  his  reply  pointed  out  that  the  manu- 
iacture  of  serum  is  .outside  the  scope  of  the  Cruelty  to 
Animals  Act,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  act  on  Mr. 
Cameron's  suggestion.  As  to  the  first  part  of  the  ques- 
Sion,  he  assumed  the  hon.  member  referred  to  a  pamphlet 
which  the  Lister  Institute  had  thought  it  right  to  issue  by 
ivay  of  a  warning  (in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary  alarm) 
that  in  some  cases  certain  results,  such  as  rashes  and 
joint-pains,  may  fellow  the  therapeutic  use  of  sera.  These 
results,  it  was  stated,  are  of  a  temporary  nature  and  cause 

,no  bad  after-effects.  The  words  of  the  pamphlet  with 
jeference  to  diphtheritic  paralysis  did  not  convey  to  his 

:  ir.ind  the  meaning  which  was  attributed  to  them  by  Mr. 

■  Camercn. 

CALF-LYMTn. 

Mr.  Weir  is  himself  again.  He  has  intimated  his  inten- 
sion of  renewing  his  campaign  against  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  on  the  subject  of  lymph — a  matter  in  which  he 
slisplayed  such  devouring  thirst  for  information  last  year. 
He  has  put  down  a  question  for  next  week,  the  object  of 
T.-hicEi  is  to  get  the  medical  officers  in  nine  parishes  who 
«ise  humanised  lymph  to  see  the  errcr  of  their  ways ;  and 
he  adds  to  this  a  question  about  Dr.  Cadell,  of  the  New 
Town  Dispensary,  Edinburgh,  collecting  lymph  from  the 
srms  of  children  and  supplying  it  to  the  Central  Vaccine 
institution  for  Scotland. 

S'Hor-nouRS  Bill. 

The  Government  Bill  came  up  for  second  reading  on 
Wednesday  evening,  when  Sir  Charles  Dilke  moved  as  an 
r,mendment  that  the  Bill  "is  unduly  hampered  by  restric- 
tions, and,  not  providing  for  the  regulation  of  the  hours 
cf  shop-assistants,  fails  to  satisfy  the  terms  of  the 
unanimous  -resolution  of  the  House."  Captain  Norton 
seconded  the  amendment,  and  a  discussion  ensued  which 

-led  over  the  dinner-hour  until  11.70.  Sir  F.  Banbury, 
Mr.  Asfiuith,  Mr.  W.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr. 
Whitley,'  Mr.  T.  H.  Robertson,  Mr.  W.  Abraham,  Sir 
F.  Powell,  Dr.  Farquharscn,  Mr.  Cochrane,  Sir  W. 
Fester,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  T.  Taylor,  Mr.  C.  Corbett,  Mr. 
3..  A..  Pease,  Dr.'  Macnamara,  and  Mr.  Shackleton  joined 


in  the  debate.  Mr.  Asquith  described  the  Bill  as  a  "mild 
and  homoeopathic  measure  of  reform,"  and  Mr.  Cochrane, 
who  has  charge  of  it,  stated  that  the  Bill  had  been 
drafted  with  an  earnest  desire  to  interfere  as  little  as 
possible  with  the  shopkeepers,  but  he  believed  it  would 
put  a  stop  to  grievously  long  hours  and  would  be  accepted 
as  a  boon  by  shop-assistants.  He  gave  credit  to  Lord 
Avebury  as  the  pioneer  of  legislative  work  on  this  subject. 
Sir  Charles  Dilke's  amendment  was  defeated  on  division 
by  130  votes  against  42,  and,  on  a  further  division,  the 
Bill  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  has  put  down  a  series  of  amendments 
designed  to  do  away  with  confirmation  of  a  closing  order 
by  the  central  authority  and  to  make  a  closing  order  apply 
to  all  shops, -not,  as  in  the  Bill,  to  any  class  of  shops. 
Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  also  proposes  to  amend  the  Bill  by 
doing  away  with  the  approval  of  Parliament  to  any  order 
made  under  the  Act. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

This  Bill  was  No.  86  on  the  Orders  of  the  Day  for 
June  1.  The  House  did  not  go  beyond  No.  44,  and  the 
second  reading  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  was  accordingly 
deferred  until  Monday,  July  4. 


Association  Ballaos. 


The  PcRrosE. 
The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  vtet 
On  things  polite,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  trcach'rous  work— 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 


rnitv  of 


XXI.  EDINBURGH. 
(Trade  Association.) 
When  the  pak-eologic  poet,  in  the  ages  that  are  past, 

Dallied  with  the  mimic  magic  of  his  muse. 
O'er  the  statelv  Modern  Athens  he  romantic  glamour  east- 
Glamour  that  the  saintly  city  ne'er  can  lose,  _ 
And  its  science  and  its  learning  and  its  memories  that  last, 

His  impassioned  warbling  decked  in  purple  hues. 
In  the  ages  that  are  olden  rests  much  scientific  lore. 
Through  great  scrolls  in  classic  York  Place  one  might 
wade—-  ,         " ,  .  ,  ,  , , 

Scrolls  that  toll  of  deep  researches,  probing  problems  to  the 
core,  .  . 

Vellums  that  the  dust  of  centuries  invade;^ 
But  the  pharmacists  transcendent,  not  so  '  starchy  as 
before,  ,  ... 

Now  admit  that— e'en  in  Edmbro  —  they  trade. 

Thus   the   megalomaniac   mummer,    who   0:1   ''  d  _ 
craft "  ,      .    .  ~ 

And  aloofness  of  "profession     oft  has  looked. 
From  the  Hub  of  light  and  learning  has  received  a  nauseous 
draught,  .  ' 

And  his  laughable  insipience  is  rebuked; 
For  the  Trade  Association  worldly  wisdom  deep  has  quarted, 
And  the  Wise  Men  worthy  Rowland  safe  has  "booked. 
Firmly  'neath  the  sway  of  Forret    many  subjects  they 
discuss,  ,         ,  : 

Knottv  points  for  would-be  Councillors  they  set, 
Launch  "the  answers  on  the  nation,  making  subsequential 
fuss—  .  „ 

"  Merelv  morbid  curiosity  to  whet,     -  • 
Mutter  candidates  who  reck  not  that  their  verbal  blunder- 
buss .  .  • 
May  discharge  itself  and  rip  the  voting  net. 
There  be  men  like  Glass  and  Boa,  Bowman,  Nesbit,  Lunan, 

Whcfpr'otest  that  nor  a  gewgaw,  nor  a  gaud. 
Is  the  practising  of  pharmacy  ;  their  sense  of  this  they  mailc 

Bv  their  gratitude  to  Henry  -  known  as  Claude. 
For  with  might  and  main  he  struggled  when  the  days  were 
drear  and  dark  ; 

Little  wonder,  then,  his  services  they  laud. 
So  serene  in  Modern  Athens  with  this  wary,  watchful  band 

Brother  craftsmen  calmly  watch  the  Cutters  raid. 
Know  Blenkiron  and  McGlashan  and  McLagan are  at,  hand. 

And  from  Leith  and  fair  Corstorphme  they  11  have  , aid; 
And  from  Arthur's  Seat  and  Calton  mighty  searchlights 
light  the  land,  .       '  :         ,  ,, 

Searching  out  the  hidden  enemies  of  "  trade. 
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Observations  ano  IReflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Extract-of-Belladonna  Correspondence 

is  both  interest- 
ing and  alarming.  It  pretty  fairly  settles  what  should  be 
used  when  "ext.  belladonna? "  simply  is  ordered,  but  it- 
shows  also  how  poor  a  chance  scientific  pharmacy  has 
when  matched  against  tradition  and  a  pretty  colour.  It 
shows,  too,  how  ready  some  great  prescribers  are  to  trust 
to  the  discretion  of  the  dispenser.  "  I  am  afraid  I  have 
been  in  the  habit";  '"I  must  confess";  "I  find  that  I 
often  forget " ;  those  are  quotations  from  the  letters  of 
prescribers  who  it  might  have  been  supposed  would  have 
been  among  the  strictest  observers  of  Pharmacopoeists. 
What  do  these  gentlemen  and  thousands  of  others  mean 
when  they  prescribe  liquor,  amnion,  acet.,  tr.  chlorof.  et 
morph.,  tr.  strophanth. ,  tr.  nuc.  vom.,  pil.  opii,  and  many 
other  preparations  ?  How  are  we  to  know  which  Phar- 
macopoeia is  their  guiding  authority? 

The  Fourteen  Principals 

of  schools  of  pharmacy  who 
"humbly  petition"  the  Lord  President  of  the  Privy 
Council  to  modify  the  curriculum  clause  in  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  might  have  submitted  their  protest  two  or  three  years 
ago  or  they  might  have  waited  a  little  longer.  Why  they 
should  choose  the  present  time,  when  we  are  told  that 
cordial  negotiations  are  proceeding  between  the  two 
Councils,  or  why  they  should  write  to  Lord  Londonderry  at 
all  unless  they  wish  to  give  him  a  hint  that  pharmacists  are 
disunited  in  regard  to  the  Pill,  is  not  quite  plain.  I  do 
riot  remember  to  have  seen  any  report  of  any  communica- 
tion of  theirs  to  the  actual  promoters  of  the  Bill,  and 
that,  I  should  think,  would  have  been  the  obviously  polite 
and  politic  course  to  take  in  the  first  place.  The  claims 
put  forward  by  the  fourteen  are  not  unreasonable,  especi- 
ally the  substitution  of  the  Privy  Council  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  as  the  approving  authority.  So 
long  as  the  Pharmaceutical  .Society  runs  a  school  of  its 
own,  it  ought  not  to  have  the  power  to  veto  its  rivals.  It 
is  possible,  however,  that  some  such  modification  of  the 
provision  might  have  been  agreed  upon  without  an  appeal 
to  Lord  Londonderry.  By  the  way,  is  not  the  formula 
"  May  it  please  your  Lordship  "  a  little  archaic?  And  yet 
how  are  fourteen  persons  signing  a  letter  to  address  a 
peer?  "My  Lord"  is  grammatically  impossible  and 
"Dear  Lord"  is  not  yet  permissible. 

The  Co-operative  Figures 

quoted  on  page  865,  showing 
that  the  annual  trade  done  by  the  registered  societies  in 
England  and  Wales  has  reached  the  massive  total  of 
66,700,000/.,  should  convince  critics  of  the  P.A.T.A.  that 
this  dragon  is  not  an  easy  animal  to  buck  up  against.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Gilmour,  of  Glasgow,  airily  refers  to  "  the  modern 
distributive  system,"  which  he  asserts  has  grown  out  of 
Robert  Owen's  cooperative  schemes,  as  "an  atrophied 
remnant."  It  was  an  irony  of  fate  that  the  reader  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  should  have  had  the  exact 
measurement  of  this  atrophied  remnant  before  him  almost 
side  by  side  with  Mr.  Cilmour's  allusion.  The  danger  of 
wrecking  the  P.A.T.A.  movement  on  the  co-operative  diffi- 
culty is  a  very  real  one.  which  it  behoves  chemists  to 
recognise.  But,  after  all.  can  it  be  arithmetically  proved 
that  the  co-operative  stores  do,  by  means  of  the  "  divi," 
supply  protected  articles  to  their  members  at  so  much  less 
than  the  fixed  prices?    Their  retail  distribution  shows 


15  per  cent,  profit,  which  they  divide.  But  they  do  not 
make  a  net  15  per  cent,  on  proprietary  goods,  not  even  on 
those,  which  are  protected.  Consequently  the  "divi" 
would  be  so  much  larger,  or  the  other  things  would  be  so 
much  cheaper,  if  they  did  not  sell  these  goods  at  all. 
Possibly  they  may  see  this  themselves  one  day.  In  any 
case  their  total  trade  in  P.A.T.A.  articles  must  be  com- 
paratively inappreciable.  Probably  less  than  two  millions' 
worth  of  these  articles  are  sold  in  this  country  altogether, 
and  the  co-ops.  cannot  have  a  twentieth  part  of  the 
trade ;  that  would  only  amount  to  about  £  per  cent,  of 
their  total  business. 

The  New  Lanark  Community, 

where  British  socialism  of 
the  best  kind  may  be  said  to  have  been  born,  and  to  whic  h 
subsequent  Factory  Acts  can  be  directly  traced,  has  an 
interest  to  pharmacists,  as  Mr.  J.  It.  Hill  and  Mr.  J.  P. 
Gilmour  point  out,  by  reason  of  the  association  with  it  of 
William  Allen,  the  founder  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
But  the  statement  made  in  Mr.  Hill's  note  as  to  the 
rupture  between  Allen  and  the  soul  of  the  concern.  Robert 
Owen,  is  not  quite  accurate,  or  at  least  it  is  not  in  accord 
with  the  accounts  given  in  such  works  as  the  "Dictionary 
of  National  Biography."  Owen  induced  Allen.  Jeremy 
Bentham,  and  a  few  other  philanthropists  to  join  him  in 
the  purchase  of  the  factory  with  a  total  capital  of  130,000/.. 
of  which  Allen  held  a  one-thirteenth  share.  Mr.  Hill  says, 
"Allen  became  a  partner  in  1813,  and  retained  the  posi- 
tion for  twenty-two  years,  when  the  development  of 
Owen's  peculiar  religious  opinions  caused  him  to  clear 
out."  Apparently  it  was  Owen,  not  Allen,  who  was 
cleared  out.  It  was  in  1823  that  Allen  revolted  against 
Owen's  "peculiar  religious  opinions,"  and,  as  a  Quaker, 
protested  against  the  singing,  dancing,  and  military  drill 
which  had  been  introduced  into  the  schools.  Owen  wrote 
that  Allen  was  bustling  and  ambitious,  though  anxious  to 
do  good  in  his  own  way.  It  was  Allen,  however,  who 
prevailed.  Bible  lessons  were  given  in  the  schools  and 
singing  was  left  out.  As  a  consequence,  in  1829  Owen  left 
the  enterprise  entirely.    Allen  did  not  withdraw  till  1835. 

A  Debtor  in  Bankruptcy 

attributes  his  failure,  itdcr  alia, 
"  to  the  falling-off  of  profits  in  the  chemist's  business  due 
to  the  all-round  rise  of  prices."  It  would  be  an  interesting 
inquiry  to  find  out  whether  the  general  tendency  of  drug- 
gists' prices  has  been  upwards  or  downwards  during  the 
past  twenty  years.  To  get  anything  like  an  accurate 
"index-number"  it  would  be  necessary  first  to  ascertain 
the  proportion  of  the  various  articles  bought.  A  small  fall 
in  bicarbonate  of  soda  would  balance  a  considerable  rise 
in  otto  of  rose.  According  to  the  famous  Board  of  Trade 
Blue-book,  published  last  year,  the  general  average  retail 
prices  of  food  as  used  in  a  workman's  family,  if  reckoned 
at  100  in  1901,  was  145  in  1877;  but  the  principal  fall 
occurred  between  1877  and  1887.  From  1887  to  1901,  with 
slight  fluctuations,  it  remained  at  about  the  same  level. 
From  other  statistical  sources  it  appears  that  in  all  the 
great  articles  of  consumption  there  has  been  generally  a 
steady  and  almost  uniform  cheapening.  Thus,  in  a  com- 
pilation by  the  Board  of  Trade  issued  later  than  the  Blue- 
book,  where  metals,  foods,  and  textiles  are  dealt  with,  a 
few  miscellaneous  articles  are  also  given,  sometimes  whole- 
sale and  sometimes  retail  prices  being  quoted.  Among 
these,  for  example,  are  bicarbonate  of  soda  quoted  6d.  in 
1889,  2d.  in  1902 ;  methylated  spirit,  Is.  5d.  per  quart  in 
1877  9d  in  1902 ;  yellow  soap.  lOd.  per  3-lb.  bar  in  1880, 
Bid  in  1902;  olive  oil,  51/.  per  tun  in  1870,  44/.  m  1880, 
39/  in  1890,  35/.  in  1902.  Pepper,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
5c/.  in  1870,  9d.  in  1902.  From  the  C.  d  D.  prices  cur- 
rent I  find  that  quinine  was  quoted  at  6s.  per  oz.  m  1884 
but  refined  camphor  was  per  lb.    These  are  typical 

but  extreme  variations.  Are  we  better  or  worse  off  now  with 
quinine  one-sixth  of  the  price  of  twenty  years  ago.  avid 
camphor  two  and  a  half  times  higher? 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

at  "Sanilas"  Co.,  Urn., 

ate  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
"Soldls,"  "Okol."   "  Creoelde,"   "  Oehlor," 
"  Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
" Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic  Fumlgators,"  "Formle  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  eent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 
"Santtcu"  Pamphlet  and  "Sou  to  Disinfect"  Book  vill  be  lent 
free  on  application  to — 

THE  "  SANITAS "  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


SANATOGEN 

A  FOOD  REMEDY  OF  HIGHEST  REPUTE 

RETAILED  AT  2/9,  5/-,  9/6, 

For  Terms,  Advertising  Matter,  and  Literature  apply  to 

The  SANATOGEN  CO.,        London,  E.C. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  ft  CO. 


49  (Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.OT. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCHsGERMAN 

PROPRItTAHY  MEDICINES 


QRIMBLE'S 
PURE 

VINEGAR. 

Brewery  :  LONDON,  N,  W. 


Newfoundland  National  Beverage. 

MUNN'S  CENUINE  COD  LIVER  OIL. 


Awarded 
STATE  MEDAL, 
International 
Fisheries 
Exhibition, 
Vienna,  Austria, 
1902. 


For  Prices,  Testimonials,  or  Aualy=is  R?port  apply  to 
THOS.  CHRISTY  &  CO.,  12  OLD  SWAN  LANE,  UPPER  THAMES  ST, 
Or  W.  A.  MUNN,  Manufacturer,  St.  John's,  Newfoundland. 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


Cascara  Tablets. 

Or.  a.   Sugar  Coated. 

Bottles  of  25,  24/=  per  gross 
Bottles  of  100,    6/°  per  doz. 

Carriage  Paid. 
Send  for  Samples  and  Price  List. 


STANDARD  TABLET  CO. 

HOVE,  SUSSEX. 


EcMtcaual  Comments. 


South  African  Spirit-duty. 

A  cablegram  from  our  Cape  correspondent,  printed  else- 
where in  this  issue,  and  supplementing  the  important 
message  of  last  week,  states  that  on  and  after  July  1  a 
duty  of  15?.  per  proof  gallon  is  to  be  levied  upon  alcoholic 
tinctures  imported  into  South  African  ports.  This  applies 
to  all  the  Colonies  in  the  Customs  Union.  Hitherto  a  duty 
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of  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  (Is.  or  more  per  gallon)  has  been  ! 
imposed  on  imported  tinctures  and  spirituous  preparations,  j 
and  manufacturers  in  the  Colony  have  long  protested 
against  it,  although  they  enjoyed  this  privilege,  as  the 
conditions  of  production  in  the  Colony  seemed  less  favour- 
able to  them  than  a  higher  duty.     Recently  a  Parlia- 
mentary Commission  has  been  inquiring  in  regard  to  the 
Colonial  industries,  and  its  attention  was  called  to  the 
matter.     Mr.  Walton,  the  Government  Treasurer,  inde- 
pendently instituted  inquiries  in  April,  with  the  result 
that  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Revenue  was 
losing  about  15s.  per  gal.  on  tinctures.    Mr.  G.  J.  Kriege, 
a  member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  moved  for  a  return 
of  the  duty  paid  on  imported  spirits,  and  read  an  order 
given  to  a  European  firm  for  340  gals,  of  tinctures,  which, 
he  said,  being  over  proof,  would  be  taxable  at  50?.  per 
gal.,  so  that  the  Colony  lost  on  this  order  alone  4,000/. 
Dr.  Hoffmann,  in  seconding  the  motion,  stated  that  accord- 
ing to  the  Customs  tariff  medicinal  spirits  pay  practically 
no  spirit  duty,  and  only  pay  the  ad  valorem  rate.  He 
added  that  large  quantities  of  foreign  spirits  came  in 
without  paying  any  duty,  and  the  Government  was  thus 
robbed  of  a  revenue  of  about  100X00/.  a  year — perhaps 
200,000/.  ;  for  no  one  could  tell  how  much  tinctures  came 
in  free,  and  it  is  an  increasing  trade. 

Mr.  Walton,  in  his  reply,  gave  as  one  reason  why  tinc- 
tures escape  duty  that  in  the  1898  Convention  it  was 
agreed  that  the  practice  of  not  classing  medicinal  spirits 
be  adhered  to.  Since  then,  as  related  last  week,  drug- 
trade  representatives  have  moved  in  the  matter.  Mr. 
Darroll,  for  the  retail  trade,  informed  the  Minister  that 
the  Colonial  spirit  is  not  well  suited  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses; but  this  was  denied  by  manufacturers  and  whole- 
salers, who  are  not  averse  to  an  imposition  of  15s.  per 
proof  gal.  on  imported  tinctures,  while  they  can  make 
them  with  spirit  taxed  only  to  the  extent  of  6s.  per 
proof  gal.  The  effect  of  the  decision  is  to  add  the  spirit- 
duty  to  the  existing  ad  valorem  duty  of  10  per  cent,  (of 
which  a  fourth  is  remitted  in  favour  of  Rritish-made 
goods).  The  duty  on  perfumed  spirits  is  1/.  per  gal.  ; 
on  liqueurs  and  cordials  15?.  per  gal.,  and  on  other  sorts 
of  spirits  15?.  per  proof  gal.  Tinctures  are  thus  placed  in 
the  last  group.  Extracts  and  essences  for  flavouring  or 
perfumery,  patent  or  proprietary  medicines,  perfumery 
and  toilet  preparations,  pay  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty, 
and  no  spirit  duty.  The  Cape  Treasurer  has  not  yet 
decided  whether  these  shall  also  pay  spirit  duty ;  his 
decision  so  far  solely  applies  to  tinctures. 


The  Vanilla-trade. 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
vanilla-market  in  London  are  aware  that  during  the  past 
twelve  months  or  more  considerable  quantities  have  been 
offered  at  the  periodical  auctions.  Indeed,  at  the  first 
auctions  of  the  year  in  January  the  sales  constituted  a 
"record,"  almost  16  tons,  comprising  2,800  tins,  being 
offered — this  quantity  not  having  been  exceeded  at  any 
previous  London  auction.  In  face  of  these  heavy  supplies 
it  is  not  surprising  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  falling- 
off  in  prices,  and  we  understand,  that  in  many  instances 
the  returns  have  proved  disappointing  to  the  vanilla-plan- 
ters in  Seychelles,  Mauritius,  and  elsewhere.  In  short, 
there  has  been  a  considerable  over-production  of  vanilla  at 
all  the  recognised  centres,  and  this,  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  increasing  consumption  of  vanillin,  is  responsible 
for  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  vanilla-market.  This 
critical  period  in  the  history  of  vanilla  has  .been  taken 


advantage  of  by  a  well-known  Paris  house,  who  are  en- 
deavouring by  means  of  a  circular  letter  (a  translation  of 
which  we  print  below)  to  divert  the  supplies  of  vanilla  to 
Paris,  and  thus  to  wrest  from  London  the  position  she  has 
always  held  as  the  vanilla-market  of  the  world.  The 
circular  has  been  widely  distributed  to  planters  and  is  as 
follows  : 

We  want  to  call  your  attention  (before  you  come  to 
any  decision  as  to  the  despatch  of  your  vanilla  of  the 
season  which  is  now  commencing)  to  the  disastrous  con- 
sequences of  sending  to  London  the  greater  part  of  your 
crop  of  last  year,  and  try  to  avoid  the  same  thing  hap- 
pening this  year. 

To  the  London  market,  which  cannot  use  more  than 
from  eight  to  ten  tons  of  vanilla,  there  was  sent  last 
year  the  enormous  quantity  of  about  forty  tons,  and  this 
at  a  period  when  the  article  was  not  in  demand — when 
everybody  was  more  or  less  stocked,  and  when  there  was 
a  great  tendency  for  "  low-crying "  prices.  What  has 
been  the  result  ?  The  almost  complete  depreciation  of 
the  article. 

While  we  were  trying  in  Paris  to  check  the  fall  of 
prices,  and  were  succeeding  in  obtaining  a  fair  average 
for  consignments  of  good  vanilla,  the  splits,  inferior,  &c, 
of  which  brought  Rs.  5  to  Rs.  6  for  parcels  which  had 
been  sent  to  us  from  Seychelles,  London  provided  only 
an  average  of  Rs.  3  to  Rs.  4,  or  Rs.  2  per  lb.  less  than 
what  we  obtained  in  Paris. 

You  must  not  deceive  yourselves:  vanilla,  your  main 
product,  is  depreciating  considerably.  To  this  you  must 
add  that  previously  Seychelles  vanilla  was  sent  to  Euro- 
pean markets  in  the  first  place,  but  is  now  outstripped  by 
the  Comores  and  Madagascar,  which  together  supply 
about  100,000  kilos.  You  only  come,  in  the  second  place, 
at  a  time  when  first  wants  are  already  supplied. 

We  are  all,  like  yourselves,  interested  in  maintaining 
vanilla  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  we  are  trying  by  all 
possible  means  to  check  the  depreciation.  We  are  per- 
suaded that  the  only  means  to  use  are: 

1.  To  centralise  the  article  in  experienced  hands. 

2.  To  prevent  vanilla  being  sent  to  London  and  all 
over  France  to  persons  who  for  the  most  part  do  not 
understand  vanilla,  and  who  are  incapable  of  taking 
care  of  it  when  it  arrives  damaged — hence  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  article  and  the  loss  to  the  exporter. 

We  are  admirably  placed  for  the  good  and  rapid 
realisation  of  large  quantities  of  Seychelles  vanilla.  Wo 
are  represented  in  nearly  all  the  towns  where  vanilla  is 
sold,  and  always  find  that  either  in  the  towns  or  in  Paris 
all  vanilla  we  receive  from  Seychelles  is  advantageously 
disposed  of. 

We  are  sure  that  if  the  planters  or  merchants  of  Sey- 
chelles would  entrust  us  with  the  sale  of  their  vanilla 
we  should,  by  being  in  possession  of  three-quarters  or 
more  of  the  whole  crop,  succeed  in  preventing  the  decline 
and  in  maintaining  the  price  at  a  remunerative  level. 

Our  Seychelles  agents  will  be  at  the  disposal  of  all 
those  who  will  entrust  us  with  the  sale  of  their  vanilla, 
and  will  give  them  great  facilities. 

It  is  just  as  well  that  brokers  and  dealers  should  be 
acquainted  with  what  is  going  on,  so  that  they  can  take 
the  best  means  to  prevent  this  latest  attempt  to  deprive 
London  of  her  vanilla-market. 

As  regards  the  forthcoming  crop  of  Seychelles  vanilla, 
the  latest  advices  state  that  its  condition  leaves  much  to 
be  desired,  and  the  Seychelles  "  Reveil  "  of  May  31  gives 
a  somewhat  picturesque  account,  as  follows  : 

For  more  than  six  weeks  we  have  been  having  a  drought 
and  an  unusual  heat.  The  harm  done  to  the  vanillas  is 
already  considerable,  and  if  the  drought  lasts  it  will  be 
positively  disastrous.  In  most  of  the  districts  the  vanillas 
have  not  attained  their  usual  development.  The  stunted 
pods  hang  sadly  on  the  flowery  creepers,  and  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  shake  the  props  of  the  vanillas  to  see  a  large 
quantity  of  shrivelled  pods  fall  down.  Each  has  a  sad 
appearance.  At  the  same  time  last  year  we  had  at  Vic- 
toria 57  to  61  inches  of  rain  equally  divided  each  month, 
while  this  vear,  although  it  has  registered  46.30  inches 
of  rain  in  the  town,  the  numbers  average  thus:  29.52 
inches  in  January.  14.48  in  February,  9.56  in  March. 
1.74  in  April;  and.  again,  in  April  only  one  day  did  it 
rain.  One  may  sav  that  for  the  last  seven  weeks,  with 
the  exception  of  the  shower  above  referred  to,  we  have 
been  living  under  a  "burning  sky."  Nothing  indicates  a 
1  change  the  sky  is  always  serene.  This  serenity  will  be 
i  |  '    fatal  to.  us. 
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If  the  foregoing  prove  to  be  a  correct  outline  of  the 
actual  condition  of  the  vanilla-plantations,  the  outlook 
must  be  serious,  and  in  all  probability  the  yield  will  be 
limited  in  quantity  and  inferior  in  quality.  At  the  pre- 
sent time,  when  oil  of  cloves  is  selling  at  a  high  figure, 
and  consequently  the  price  of  vanillin  is  enhanced,  it  is 
important  that  the  shipments  of  vanilla  to  this  country 
should  be  maintained.  Vanillin  will  in  all  probability  go 
higher  when  the  present  moderate  stocks  in  second-hands 
have  been  cleared. 


Curriculum  v.  Examination. 

Thk  General  Medical  Council  have  come  to  some  rather 
important   decisions   with  regard   to  the  future  of  the 
medical  curriculum — important  not  so  much  in  the  light  of 
what  was  actually  done,  but  of  what  it  portends.  The 
question  under  consideration  was  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  preliminary  scientific  education  and  examination, 
the  subjects  dealt  with  in  the  report  being  chemistry, 
physics,  and  biology.    As  to  the  first-named  the  Council 
were  unanimous  in  adopting  the  recommendation  of  the 
report  that  there  should  be  a  written  paper,  a  practical 
examination,  and  an  oral  examination,  and  that  the  prac- 
tical examination  should  include  easy  preparations  and 
simple  experiments  illustrating  important  principles  in 
addition  to  simple  qualitative  analysis.    It  was  decided 
that  there  should  be  a  written  paper  and  an  oral  exami- 
nation in  physics,  and  that  the  scope  of  the  subject  should 
include  the  elementary  mechanics  of  solids  and  fluids  and 
the  rudiments  of  heat,  light,  and  electricity.    So  far  the 
decisions  were  come  to  unanimously,  and  proceeded  along 
the   beaten   path,    the   only   alterations  being  that  the 
examinations  in  chemistry  and  physics  will  be  perceptibly 
stiffened.    It  was  in  discussing  the  recommendations  with 
reference  to  biology  (botany  and  zoology)  that  there  was 
introduced  the  new  element  that  threatens  to  upset  the 
cherished  notions  of  the  last  half-century.    The  Council 
were  quite  unanimous  as  to  the  desirability  of  retaining 
biology  in  the  curriculum,  but  with  regard  to  the  exami- 
nation in  that  subject  there  was  a  distinct  cleavage  of 
opinion,  one  half  of  the  Council  leaning  to  the  view  that 
examinations  have  served  their  day  in  certain  branches  of 
science,  and  that  their  place  can  now  be  taken  by  attend- 
ance on  a  course  of  instruction  alone.    Several  motions 
and  amendments  were  proposed  and  seconded,  and  one  of 
the  latter  was  carried  to  the  effect  "  That  the  Preliminary 
Scientific  Committee  be  instructed  to  consider  and  report 
as  to  the  advisability  of  dispensing  with  examination  in 
the  case  of  any  of  the  subjects  in  which  courses  of  study 
are  prescribed  by  the  licensing  bodies."    The  voting  on 
this    amendment    was    sixteen    for  and  twelve  against. 
When  it  came  to  be  put  as  a  substantive  motion  the 
resolution    was    lost,    three    of    the    sixteen  becoming 
frightened  at  their  own  temerity  and  voting  against  it — 
the  adverse  vote  this  time  rising  to  fifteen  against  thirteen. 
On  the  following  day  the  question  again  came  up,  and  this 
time  a  motion  was  carried  by  thirteen  to  eleven  (four 
declining  to  vote)  in  these  terms  :  "  That  the  Education 
Committee  be  requested  to  collect  information  and  report 
on  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  including  certain 
subjects  in  the  curriculum  without  requiring  examination 
in  them."    This,  then,  is  the  insertion  of  the  thin  end  of 
what  may  be  a  very  thick  wedge,  and  if  the  result  be  to 
reduce    in    some    degree    the    tremendous  examination- 
pressure  that  exists,  there  are  few  intelligent  men  who 
will  find  fault  with  the  vote.    In  carrying  this  resolution 
the  General  Medical  Council  are  only  following  what 


appears  to  be  the  trend  of  opinion  in  educational  circles 
at  the  present  time.  Many  able  authorities  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  have  gone  examination-mad  and 
that  the  time  has  come  to  call  a  halt  in  that  direction. 
The  University  of  London  is  understood  to  be  contemplat- 
ing some  scheme  of  a  similar  character,  and  if  that  body, 
which  in  the  past  has  generally  persisted  in  the  apotheosis- 
of  examination,  should  decide  to  substitute  the  attendance 
j  on  a  curriculum  for  an  examination  there  will  be  a  dread- 
ful fluttering  among  dovecotes  like  those  in  Bloomsbury 
Square,  to  whom  examinations,  and  especially  the  re- 
examination of  plucked  candidates,  has  literally  been  the 
breath  of  life.  The  change  foreshadowed  in  the  action  of 
the  General  Medical  Council  may  be  a  long  time  in  coming 
into  effect,  but  it  seems  undoubted  that  the  fact  of  the 
question  having  been  raised  in  this  form  will  have  a 
wholesome  influence  on  such  bodies  as  have  believed  that 
the  one  panacea  for  all  educational  and  commercial  evils 
is  to  be  perpetually  screwing  up  the  standard  of  examina- 
tion. 


What  is  Brandy? 

The  questions  which  have  recently  arisen  in  connection 
with  the  purity  and  examination  of  brandy  have  naturally 
attracted  attention  in  France,  where  the  matter  is  of  vital 
importance.  Under  the  title  "  Les  eaux-de-vie  de  vin  :  leurs 
derives,  leurs  falsifications,  et  leur  analyse  par  la  methode 
dite  '  des  f  onctions  chimiques '  en  usage  au  Laboratoire 
municipal  de  Paris,"  a  series  of  articles  is  appearing  in 
the  "Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de  Chimie."  In  the  article 
under  consideration  a  general  account  of  the  origin  and 
nature  of  brandy  is  given.  Later  the  full  methods  of 
analysis  in  use  in  the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory  will  be 
dealt  with.  The  classic  researches  of  Ordonneau  are  the 
foundation  of  most  of  the  latest  work  on  the  question,  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  word  "impurities"  in 
reference  to  bodies  other  than  ethyl  alcohol  should  be 
interpreted  in  a  very  liberal  sense,  for  we  know  that  they 
have  often  been  and  are  made  the  base  of  groundless  accusa- 
tions against  some  spirits  such  as  whisky,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  flavour  and  aroma  are  entirely  due  to  such 
foreign  bodies,  their  absence  forming  the  chief  ground  of 
discontent  with  commercial  brandies,  as  indicating  the 
addition  of  a  more  or  less  pure  "silent"  alcohol.  By 
"natural  alcohols,"  our  French  friends  understand  that 
which  is  produced  from  fruits  such  as  grapes,  cherries,  and 
strawberries,  and  the  sugar-cane.  Grain  and  potato  spirits 
are  classified  as  "industrial  alcohols,"  which,  we  are  told, 
require  firstly  to  be  rectified  in  order  to  deprive  them  of 
their  objectionable  taste  and  odour,  and  then  to  be  pro- 
perly flavoured  with  such  essential  oils  as  oil  of  cognac, 
which  is  made  either  from  natural  sources  or,  more 
cheaply,  from  castor  oil  by  acting  upon  it  by  nitric  acid, 
and  esterifying  the  resulting  fatty  acids.  We  are  assured 
that  the  true  brandy  of  Cognac  does  not  form  one  thou- 
sandth part  of  what  is  sold  under  that  name.  The  prin- 
cipal brandies  are  classified  as  follows  : — 

(1)  La  Grande  Cliampagnc,  from  Segonzac,  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Charente,  largely  in  the  Cognac  district. 

(2)  La  Petite  Champagne,  from  Charente  and  Charente- 
Inferieure. 

(3)  Les  Dorderies,  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Charente, 
near  Cognac. 

(4)  Les  Fins  Dois,  on  the  Charente,  near  the  two  Cham- 
pagnes. 

(4)  I^es  Bons  Bois,  more  to  the  north-east  than  No.  3. 

(5)  Les  Bois  ordinaires,  further  north,  comprising  the 
brandies  of  Aigrefeuille  and  Surgeres. 
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(6)  Lex  Bois  a  terroir,  a  name  which  speaks  for  itself, 
covering  La  Rochelle  and  the  isles  of  Re  and  Oleron. 

A  double  distillation  of  the  brandy  takes  place.  The  first 
distillate  is  weak,  containing  about  27  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 
This  liquid  is  termed  "  Broullis."  It  is  then  re-distilled. 
1  per  cent,  of  liquid  very  rich  in  aldehydes  and  esters  being 
separated,  and  about  35  per  cent,  of  70-per-cent.  strength 
is  collected.  This  is  termed  "Bonne  Chauffe."  The  resi- 
dues are  distilled  with  a  fresh  quantity.  The  "  Bonne 
chauffe,"  or  commercial  brandy,  is,  if  properly  matured, 
allowed  to  age  for  five  years  in  oak  casks,  by  which  its 
alcohol-value  is  reduced  to  about  50  per  cent.,  and  colour- 
ing-matter and  tannin  are  taken  up  from  the  wood.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  action  of  yeast  and  bacteria,  which 
appear  in  the  wine,  have  considerable  influence  in  develop- 
ing the  "secondary  products,"  as  they  are  termed.  These 
products  are  : 

Higher  alcohols,  such  as  propyl,  butyl,  and  amyl. 

Aldehydes,  acetic,  caproic  or  isocaproic,  cenanthylic.  pro- 
pionic, pyromucic.  and  propinol. 

Esters,  of  which  ethyl  acetate  predominates,  the  higher 
esters  including  ethyl  cenanthylate. 

Free  acids. 

Tannin  and  colourinq-mattcr ;  sugar;  traces  of  aromatic 
bodies,  such  as  vanillin. 

These  observations  give  striking  corroboration  to  the 
judgment  by  Mr.  Fordham,  the  North  London  Magis- 
trate, in  "the  Islington  Borough  Council  v.  Hillyer." 
Reduced  to  its  simplest  terms,  the  case  for  the  prosecution 
was  that  brandy  is  either  a  spirit  distilled  wholly  from 
wine,  or  a  mixture  of  such  spirit  with  rectified  grape 
spirit.  The  brandy  upon  which  the  prosecution  was  based 
was  stated  to  contain  60  per  cent,  of  "silent"  grain 
spirit,  and  the  defence  did  not  directly  controvert  this 
statement,  but  denied  the  ability  of  any  chemist  to  deter- 
mine whether  a  "silent"  spirit  has  been  made  from  grape, 
grain,  or  anything  else.  The  Magistrate  in  these  circum- 
stances might  have  given  the  defendant  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt,  but  there  was  other  expert  evidence  to  the  effect 
that  the  incriminated  brandy  contained  grape  spirit.  The 
decision  was,  therefore,  unavoidable.  It  may  be  noticed 
that  the  defendant  has  to  pay  50/.  costs,  thus  demonstrat- 
ing once  more  that  defendants  who  fight  test-cases  are 
unnecessarily  penalised. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Presidency. 

There  will  be  general  regret  amongst  the  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  that  Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins  has  been 
compelled  by  force  of  circumstances  to  retire  from  the 
presidency.  He  is  one  of  those  whom  the  trade  delight  to 
honour,  and  his  very  faithful  service  to  the  Society 
suggested  that  his  name  should  go  down  as  one  of  the 
majority  of  Presidents  who  have  held  the  office  more  than 
one  year.  The  Council  has  not  taken  advantage  of  the 
opportunity,  and  while  we  regret  it,  we  should  not  like  this 
regret  to  be  taken  to  imply  the  slightest  lack  of  confidence 
in  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  the  new  President,  or  Mr.  J. 
Rymer  Young,  the  Vice-President.  They  are  two  of  the 
strongest  men  on  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Robinson's 
experience  as  Deputy-Chairman  of  the  London  County 
Council  predicates  the  conducting  of  the  Society's  business 
in  a  dignified  and  expeditious  style,  while  the  administra- 
tive departments  are  sure  to  be  well  controlled  by  him. 
Mr.  Robinson  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  chemist 
and  druggist  to  be  appointed  President  of  the  Society, 
which  one  of  his  sons  (whose  success  at  the  Bar  examina- 
tion is  noted  this  week)  already  serves  as  assistant-editor. 
Mr.  Robinson  is  proprietor  of  the  business  of  Maldon  & 
Co.-,  Brompton  Road,  S.W.,  and  is  also  interested  in  a 
pharmacy  in  Tunbridge  Wells,  which  town,  as  well  as 


j  London,  he  has  served  in  a  municipal  capacity,  being  an 
]  Alderman  of  the  borough. 

Citronella-oil  Tests. 

In  a  series  of  papers  recently  published  in  this  jour- 
nal. Parry  and  Bennett  took  up  a  very  strong  position  as 
to  the  value  of  Schimmel's  test  for  citronella  oil,  point- 
ing out  that,  although  of  very  great  use  in  condemning 
most  samples  which  are  adulterated  to  any  large  extent, 
some  samples,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  oil  itself  and 
to  that  of  the  adulterant  used,  pass  the  test  when  they 
are  undoubtedly  not  pure;  therefore,  that  an  oil  which 
passes  "Schimmel's  test"  is  not  necessarily  pure.  This 
position  was  not  accepted  by  Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.  at 

|  first,  but  in  the  current  issue  of  their  semi-annual 
"Report"   Parry  and  Bennett's  position  is  completely 

j  established.  They  say  :  "With  regard  to  the  oils  adul- 
terated with  petroleum  our  experience  is  that  even  a  smalt 
mixture  of  the  difficultly  soluble  American  petroleum  can, 
be  detected  by  the  solubility-test,  whilst  the  more  readily 

i  soluble  Russian  petroleum  may  remain  undetected,  if  it  is 
only  a  question  of  slight  admixtures — up  to  10  per  cent." 
They  have  accordingly  devised  a  test  for  citronella  oil 
which  they  call  the  "raised  Schimmel's  test"  and  which 
consists  in  adding  5  per  cent,  of  Russian  petroleum  to  the- 
sample  of  oil  and  determining  the  solubility  in  80-per- 
cent, alcohol  of  the  original  oil,  and  the  prepared  mixture. 
The  actual  solubility  should  be  about  the  same  as  before 
the  addition,  but  the  opalescence  should  be  stronger, 
although  no  separation  of  oil  should  take  place  if  Che  oil  is 
pure.  It  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  settled  that  the 
proposition  raised  by  Parry  and  Bennett,  that  Schimmel's- 
test  discriminates  between  bad  and  medium  quality 
samples,  but  that  a  complete  analysis  is  required  to 
decide  on  questions  of  small  amounts  of  adulteration,  is 
correct  and  accepted  as  such  on  the  Continent  as  well  as 
here. 


fl>foarmac\>  in  Japan. 

SOME  notes  on  Pharmacy  in  Japan  were  published  in  the 
"  Pharmazeutische  Zeitung  "  of  May  21.  The  article 
|  states  that  pharmacy  in  the  German  sense  has  only  existed 
for  about  thirty  years.  There  has,  however,  for  some 
time  past  been  an  extensive  patent-medicine  industry, 
articles  such  as  salves  in  small  mussel-shells,  herbs,  much- 
silvered  pills,  liquids,  and  powders  in  more  or  less  orna- 
mented paper  cases  being  sold  in  shops  as  well  as  by 
pedlars.  The  patent  medicines  are  subjected  to  a  stamp- 
duty  which  is  almost  10  per  cent,  of  the  selling-price. 
There  is  a  patent-medicine  factory  at  Toyama  which 
employs  about  ten  thousand  people,  some  in  the  works 
themselves,  others  as  home  workers  and  pedlars.  The 
Japanese  advertise  in  true  American  fashion.  One  can 
l  scarcely  travel  five  minutes  by  rail  without  advertise- 
ment-boards meeting  the  eye  right  and  left.  Advertise- 
ments are  seen  also  on  the  rocks,  and  are,  in  addition, 
affixed  to  the  free  spaces  on  railway-stations  and  on  houses. 
Very  often  a  musical  procession  parades  the  street,  headed 
by  a  person  carrying  a  large  banner  setting  forth  the 
virtues  of  some  particular  medicine.  Druggists,  whole- 
sale dealers,  and  manufacturers  have  almost  the  same 
rights  as  the  pharmacist.  It  is  only  the  dispensing  (which, 
practically,  does  not  exist)  and  the  retail  trade  in  poison 
which  is  reserved  to  the  pharmacists.  Drugs  and 
chemicals  intended  for  general  sale  have,  however,  to 
pass  one  of  the  Imperial  Health  Laboratories.  There  they 
are  put  up  in  the  quantities  in  which  they  are  to  be  sold, 
and  then  closed  with  a  paper  band  as  a  guarantee  of  the 
purity  of  the  contents.  The  writer  is  of  opinion  that  the 
laboratories  are  not  always  reliable,  and  they  never  admit 
a  mistake.  He  tested  a  sample  of  cod-liver  oil  of  Japanese 
origin  which  certainly  did  not  come  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  which,  notwithstanding, 
had  the  stamp  of  the  laboratory. 


900 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


June  4,  1904 


association  affairs. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Nottingham  Section. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  session  of  this  Section  was  held  on 
May  25  at  the  University  College,  Nottingham,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Wood  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  Golding,  F.I.C.,  communi- 
cated the  results  of  some 

ANALYSES  OF  FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING- STUFFS 

made  in  1903-4  by  the  Analytical  Department  of  the  Mid- 
land Agricultural  and  Dairy  Institute.  The  author  urged 
farmers  \  to  protect  themselves  against  adulteration  by 
having  more  of  the  substances  they  use  properly  analysed. 
An  example  was  given  of  linseed  cake  which  contained 
14.95  per  cent,  of  water,  with  ash  6.9  per  cent.,  of  which 
1.9  per  cent,  was  sand — a  dirty  cake,  and  yet  not  so  bad 
as  two  others  which  respectively  contained  2.2  per  cent, 
and  2.15  per  cent,  of  sand.  Low  prices  induce  farmers  to 
use  cotton  cakes  that  are  very  unsatisfactory.  Some 
examined  contained,  besides  much  moisture,  23  to  24  per 
cent,  of  woody  fibre,  in  one  case  the  ash  being  as  high  as 
7.43  per  cent.,  of  which  2.39  per  cent,  was  sand.  Such  a 
cake  in  one  case  was  believed  to  have  caused  the  death  of 
eight  sheep  and  one  beast.  The  cake  in  question  was 
acid  in  reaction  and  heavily  spiced  to  induce  the  stock  to 
eat  it. 

As  specimens  of  Some  of  the  manures  supplied  to 
farmers  two  analyses  were  given,  viz.  : 

A.  "Natural  Fertiliser." 

Phosphoric  acid   1.58  per  cent. 

Equal  to  tricalcic  phosphate  ...  3.45  ,,  ,, 

Nitrogen   2.36  ,, 

Equal  to  ammonia    2.87  ,,  ,, 

Potash    1.15  „    "  „ 

This  manure  is  very  acid,  and  would  be  very  dis- 
appointing in  use  even  if  low  priced. 

B.  Basic  Slag. 

Phosphoric  acid  10.70  per  cent. 

Equal  to  tricalcic  phosphate  ...  23.36  ,,  ,, 
Lime         ...       ...       ...       ...  36.76    ,,  ,, 

Fineness    ...    "~  80° 

A  low-quality  slag,  but  finely  ground. 
It  is  regrettable  that  chemical  substances  are  sold  to 
farmers  with  properties  attributed  to  them  which  they  do 
not  possess.    A  so-called  "fungicide"  sold  under  a  fancy 
name  gave  the  following  analysis  : 


Green  vitriol  (FeSOJ7H.,0)  ...  62.34 

Sand     31.50 

Moisture  ...  4.93 

Iron  fragments   ...  1.23 


100.00 

It  is  claimed  that  this  substance  will  prevent  "  finger- 
and-toe  "  in  turnips — a  statement  that  experience  does  not 
confirm. 

Mr.  S.  R.  Trotman  said  that  as  farmers  are  compelled 
to  supply  milk  up  to  certain  standards,  for  their  own  pro- 
tection they  should  see  that  the  cattle  are  provided  with 
pure  food.  Mr.  J.  M.  C.  Paton  stated  that  moisture  is 
artificially  introduced  into  cakes.  In  regard  to  cotton 
cake  the  English  farmer  should  use  cake  from  the  decorti- 
cated seed,  as  in  America.  Mr.  S.  F.  Burford  said,  in 
reference  to  borax  found  as  a  constituent  of  one  of  the 
cakes,  that  the  introduction  of  preservatives  would  not  be 
good  for  the  cattle. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

In  connection  with  this  Associaticn,  an  instructive  and 
interesting  demonstration  upon 

The  Physiological  Action  of  Drugs 

was  given  in  the  Pharmacological  Laboratory,  Cambridge, 
on  May  26.  Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck,  M.A.  (President),  took 
the  chair,  and  there  was  a.  good  attendance,,  including  Dr. 


Burn,  Mr.  E.  H.  Church,  Mr.  R.  Sturton,  Mr.  C.  S. 
Addison,  Mr.  Moss,  and  Mr.  B.  S.  Campkin  (Hon.  Sec- 
retary). The  demonstrators  were  Dr.  W.  E.  Dixon,  M.A-, 
of  Downing  College,  and  Dr.  O.  Inchley,  M.A.,  of  St. 
John's  College.  Dr.  Dixon  first  explained  that  many 
parts  of  an  animal  show  signs  of  vitality  for  a  consider- 
able time  after  the  animal  has  been  killed,  and  drew 
attention  to  an  apparatus  which  showed  the  action  of  a 
heart  taken  from  a  rabbit.  Some  tincture  of  digitalis  was 
then  injected  into  the  heart,  and  the  retarding  action 
noted.  Stimulation  was  shown  by  subsequently  intro- 
ducing adrenalin.  The  action  of  chloroform  upon  the 
heart,  and  of  caffeine  and  pilocarpine  upon  the  muscle, 
was  shown  in  a  series  of  lantern-slides.  Another  set  of 
slides  showed  the  action  taken  by  red  and  white  corpuscles 
of  the  blood  under  various  conditions,  whilst  other  slides 
showed  the  deadly  effect  of  sunlight  upon  bacteria. 

A  number  of  practical  demonstrations  were  next  given 
by  Dr.  Inchley.  He  first  showed  the  normal  action  of  a 
frog's  heart,  and  then  the  effect  of  injections  of  pilocar- 
pine and  atropine  upon  it.  Alcohol  produced  upon  the  beat- 
ing of  the  heart  a  perceptible  diminution  of  rapidity.  The 
effects  of  adrenalin  and  ethyl  nitrite  were  also  shown.  A 
demonstration  of  the  use  of  the  sphygmograph  was  given  ; 
and,  finally,  votes  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Dixon  and  Dr.  Inchley 
were  carried  by  acclamation. 


Nottingham  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening. 
May  31,  Mr.  R.  Fitzhugh  in  the  chair. 

The  Council's  Annual  Report 

recorded  another  year  of  steady  work,  and  contained  a 
sympathetic  allusion  to  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  Russell 
Bennet.  The  Council  noted  with  satisfaction  the  forma- 
tion of  an  athletic  club  for  chemists  in  the  city,  and 
wished  it  every  success.  Three  new  members  had  been 
elected  during  the  year,  and  three  new  associates ;  the 
numbers  now  being  2  honorary,  52  ordinary,  and  11 
associate  members.  The  Council  strongly  urged  the 
necessity  of  increased  numerical  strength. 

The  report  was  adopted,  together  with  the  balance- 
sheet,  which  showed  an  increase  of  the  balance  in  hand 
from  3/.  0  s.  8d.  to  11.  10«.  bd. 

The  Officers  Elected 
were  :  President,  Mr.  R.  Fitzhugh,  J. P.  ;  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr.  A.  Eberlin ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Middleton ; 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  Gill;  Assistant  Hon.  Secretary, 
Mr.  E.  E.  H,  Turton ;  and  upon  a  ballot  the  following 
were  elected  to  the  Council  :  Messrs.  A.  E.  Beilby,  R.  H. 
Beverley,  C.  A.  Bolton,  C.  F.  Carr,  D.  Ellis,  F.  R. 
Sergeant,  R.  Widdowson,  and  T.  Wilson.  Messrs.  A. 
Middleton  and  A.  Eberlin  were  appointed  as  delegates  to 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Sheffield. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  officers  and  Council 
terminated  a  successful  and  encouraging  meeting,  at  which 
two  new  associate  members  were  elected. 


East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  this  Society  was  held 
at  the  Warrior  House  Hotel,  St.  Leonards,  on  May  31.  At 
the  annual  meeting,  which  was  held  previous  to  the  dinner, 
Mr.  T.  D.  Vint  (the  President)  occupied  the  chair.  Mr. 
Sydney  Smith  (the  Hon.  Secretary)  presented  the 

Annual  Report 
and  financial  statement.  Three  meetings  have  been  held 
during  the  year,  and  the  attendance  of  members,  while 
not  large,  was  not  disheartening,  as  it  averaged  30  per  cent, 
of  the  members.  The  year  was  begun  with  a  balance  in 
hand  of  21.  0.s.  M.,  and  finished  with  3/.  5s.  Id.  in  hand. 
The  reports  were  considered  satisfactory,  and  were  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

The  next  business  was  the  election  of  President  for  the 
ensuing  year,  the  choice  falling  on  Mr.  Ewbank  Smith, 
who  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by  Mr.  Rossiter.  Mr. 
Ewbank  Smith  thanked  the  members  for  electing  him, 
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and  the  retiring  President,  Mr.  Vint,  also  made  a  short 
speech.  The  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Sydney  Smith,  was 
unanimously  re-elected,  the  President  referring  to  Mr. 
hmith  as  the  life  and  soul  of  the  Society. 

The  Dinner, 

which  followed,  was  a  pleasant  function,  Mr.  Ewbank 
Smith  was  in  the  chair;  on  his  right  was  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs 
(President  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Association),  and  on 
the  left  sat  Mr.  Vint.  There  were  also  present  Mr. 
Rossiter  (in  the  vice-chair),  Dr.  Hessey,  Mr.  Bishop  (Tun- 
bridge Wells),  Mr.  Robbins  (Bexhill),  Mr.  John  Smith, 
Mr.  Sydney  Smith,  Mr.  Stedman,  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr. 
Ripley,  Mr.  Crisford,  Mr.  Hulme,  Mr.  Abbott,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Dawes,  Mr.  Guy,  Mr.  Mitchell 
(representing  Mr.  E.  Jackson,  Crediton),  and  Press  repre- 
sentatives. 

After  the  toast  of  "The  King"  Mr.  Abbott  proposed 
that  of  "Pharmacy"  in  an  interesting  speech.  Mr. 
Abbott  is  a  well-known  anthropologist,  and  it  is  curious 
that  he  put  his  finger  on  quackery  as  the  dark  spot  of 
modern  medicine.  The  art  and  science  of  medicine,  which 
lias  grown  to  be  an  exact  science,  is  in  danger  of  relaps- 
ing to  its  former  state  through  the  tolerance  given  to 
quackery.  Mr.  John  Smith  replied,  and  said  he  was 
doing  his  best  to  counteract  the  evil  effects  of  wholesale 
houses  who  encroach  on  every  department  of  the  retail 
;md  push  their  nostrums  amongst  medical  men  and  the 
public.  The  toast  of  "The  President"  was  proposed  in 
a  witty  speech  by  Mr.  Vint.  He  wondered  what  led  Mr. 
Ewbank  Smith  to  quit  the  fold  of  allopathic  pharmacy  for 
homoeopathic  pharmacy.  Mr.  Ewbank  Smith,  in  an 
equally  humorous  reply,  gave  some  particulars  of  his 
early  life.  He  first  got  his  liking  for  pharmacy  at  eight 
years  of  age,  through  having  the  run  of  a  chemist's  shop 
'at  Hartlepool.  It  is  one  of  the  good  features  of  the 
Society,  he  said,  that  chemists  of  all  shades  of  opinion 
can  meet  as  friends,  and  he  looked  forward  to  the  time 
when  every  chemist  in  the  neighbourhood  would  be  a 
member  of  the  local  Society.  Mr.  Rossiter  proposed 
"The  Visitors."  "We  live  on  visitors,"  was  one  of  the 
witty  things  he  said.  Dr.  Hessey  replied  in  a  speech  which 
showed  that  cordial  relations  exist  at  Hastings  between 
medical  men  and  chemists.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  also  replied 
to  this  toast,  mentioning  the  fact  that  the  South  Coast 
has  now  a  representative  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Gibson,  of  Brighton. 
Organisation  is  the  keynote  of  pharmacy  and  vested  in- 
terests the  greatest  enemy  the  chemist  will  have  to  face. 
Other  toasts  were  "The  Pharmaceutical  Press,"  "The 
Past  President  and  Secretary,"  and  "The  East  Sussex 
Pharmaceutical  Society."  Mr.  Edwards  proposed  the 
toast  of  the  Past  President  and  Secretary,  alluding  to  the 
good  qualities  of  both  and  the  persistence  of  the  Secre- 
tary in  getting  the  members  together.  Mr.  Vint  and  Mr. 
Sydney  Smith  suitably  replied,  the  latter  alluding  to  him- 
self as  merely  the  fly  on  the  wheel— an  assertion  with 
which  the  company  could  not  agree. 

The  musical  programme  was  an  exceptionally  good  one, 
the  singing  of  Miss  Effie  Ingram,  Mr.  Baker  Guy,  and 
Mr.  P.  T.  Brigden  being  much  above  the  average. 


a  0l^n*3onc5  {Testimonial. 


A PUBLIC  MEETING  was  held  at  St.  Bride's  Institute 
on  May  27  to  consider  the  desirability  of  promoting 
a  testimonial'  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  on  the  occasion  of 
his  being  called  to  the  Bar.  The  meeting  had  been 
convened  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Garibaldi  Bunker,  President  of  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association,  the  Council  of 
which  body  had  moved  in  the  matter,  with  the  object  of 
making  it  general  to  the  trade. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bunker,  seconded  by  Mr.  Roberts, 
Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  was  voted  to  the  chair.  In  his 
opening  remarks  the  Chairman  said  all  present  knew  the 
object  of  the  meeting,  and  he  would  not  dilate  on  the 
good  work  done  to  the  trade  in  general  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones. 
He  had  known  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  for  many  years,  and  had 
admired,  as  all  did,  the  able  manner  in  which  he  had 


put  what  were  the  ideals  of  former  years  into  concrete 
form  and  practice. 

Mr.  Bunker  intimated  that  a  large  Provisional  Com- 
mittee had  already  been  formed.  A  great  number  of 
gentlemen  had  intimated  their  willingness  to  serve.  Their 
letters  were  read  by  Mr.  Bunker,  and  included  most  of 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  fellow-members  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  and  leading  members  of  the  Society  and  of  the 
wholesale  drug-trade. 

It  was  then  formally  agreed,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Chairman,  that  a  suitable  testimonial  be  presented  to 
Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  in  recognition  of  his  great  services 
to  the  drug-trade,  on  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  retail 
pharmacy  to  practise  at  the  Bar. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  following  gentlemen 
(with  power  to  add  to  their  number)  should  act  as  an 
Executive  Committee  :  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  Chairman ; 
Messrs.  Albert  Cooper  and  C.  J.  G.  Bunker,  Vice-Chair- 
men ;  Mr.  A.  Tebbutt,  Treasurer ;  Mr.  George  Barclay, 
Hon.  Secretary ;  Mr.  W.  Johnson,  Assistant- Secretary ; 
Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen,  Percy  Edgar.  J.  F.  Harrington,  J.  C. 
Pentney,  E.  Pickering,  P.  F.  Rowsell,  J.  C.  Umney, 
W.  Watson-Will,  and  A.  C.  Wootton,  ordinary  members. 

It  was  decided  to  take  steps  to  complete  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  by  asking  the  Presidents  and  Secre- 
taries of  local  chemists'  associations  and  all  P.A.T.A. 
Local  Secretaries  and  prominent  representatives  of  all 
sections  of  the  trade  to  join. 

With  regard  to  the  form  of  the  testimonial,  Mr.  Bunker 
said  it  had  been  suggested  that  a  purse  and  a  vellum 
would  be  the  most  suitable  present  that  could  be  given — 
the  presentation  to  be  made  at  a  public  dinner  or  luncheon, 
as  was  found  most  convenient  for  all  parties.  Consider- 
able discussion  ensued  as  to  the  minimum  limit  (if  any) 
to  be  put  on  the  subscriptions,  and  the  advisability  of 
publishing  the  amounts  received,  but  these  matters  were 
finally  relegated  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  considera- 
tion ;  a  suggestion  from  Mr.  Cooper  that  the  signature  of 
each  subscriber  should  be  placed  in  a  book  containing  the 
vellum,  being  received  with  much  favour. 

We  understand  that  the  committee  afterwards  decided 
to  make  the  presentation  at  a  dinner  to  be  held  early  in 
October.  In  the  meantime  subscriptions  may  be  sent 
cither  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  George  Barclay, 
95  Farringdon  Street,  London,  E.G.,  or  to  the  Hon. 
Treasurer,  Mr.  F.  Tebbutt,  76  Chiswell  Street,  London, 
E.G. 


Barker — Mitchell. — At  St.  Paul's,  Scotforth,  Lan- 
caster, on  June  2,  Mr.  J.  F.  Barker,  chemist  and  druggist 
(of  Bagnall  &  Co.,  chemists,  Lancaster),  to  Miss  Mitchell, 
Belle  Vue,  Lancaster. 

Dalton — Dickie. — On  May  4,  at  St.  Andrew's  Kirk, 
Kirkee  (Poona),  Robert  Dalton,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
manager  for  Messrs.  Thomson  &  Taylor,  chemists,  Poona 
and  Kirkee,  to  Ellen  Mary  Macmillan  Dickie. 

Stones — Green. — At  Cromer,  on  June  1,  William  Henry 
Stones,  chemist  and  druggist,  Leeds,  to  Charlotte,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Edwin  Green,  of  Market  Har- 
borough. 


2>eatbs. 

Bishop. — Mr.  Henry  M.  Bishop,  a  well-known  retired 
druggist,  died  early  this  week  at  his  house  in  New  Haven 
(Conn.)  from  heart-disease.  He  was  for  six  years  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Board  of  Pharmacy. 

Keith. —At  Kintore.  N.B..  on  May  26,  Mr.  Alfred 
George  Keith,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-nine. 
Mr.  Keith  started  in  business  at  Kintore  fourteen  years 
ago,  and  speedily  established  a  prosperous  business.  _  He 
was  registrar  for  the  parish,  actuary  for  the  local  savings- 
bank,  and  secretary  to  the  Public  Hall  trustees. _  He  was 
never  of  a  robust  constitution,  and  had  been  in  failing 
health  for  the  past  three  months.  His  genial  and  sympa- 
thetic disposition  endeared  him  to  many  friends,  and  much 
sympathy  is  felt  for  his  widow  and  two  sons. 
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Zbc  Slcepmo^rauobt. 

ON"  May.  31,  Mr.  S. .  Brighouse,  the  Lancashire  County 
Coroner,  resumed  the  inquiry  at  Lower  Ince,  near 
Wigan,  into  the  circumstances  of  the  death  of  a  miner, 
named  Clarke,  who  died  after  taking  a  sleeping-draught 
given  him  by  Dr.  Craston  (see  C  JL-  D.,  May  21,  page  800). 

The  evidence  of  a  sister  of  the  deceased  and  of  his 
brother-in-law  was  to  the  effect  that  deceased  had  received 
an  injury  to  his  arm  at  the  colliery,  and  was  for  some 
time  in  the  Wigan  Infirmary.  He  became  an  out-patient 
of  the  infirmary  but  received  no  medicine,  and  as  the  arm 
pained  him  very  much  he  went  to  Dr.  Craston  and 
brought  back  a  sleeping-draught,  half  of  which  he  took 
at  a  dose.  After  taking  the  second  half  he  went  to  bed 
and  was  shortly  afterwards  found  unconscious,  and  died 
without  regaining  consciousness.  The  brother-in-law 
stated  that  he  went  for  Dr.  Craston,  explaining  deceased's 
condition,  but  Dr.  Craston  refused  to  go  and  attend  to 
deceased.  Witness  asserted  that  Dr.  Craston  was  drunk 
on  the  night  in  question,  and  deceased's  sister  stated  in 
evidence  that  her  brother  had  remarked,  when  he  came 
home  with  the  draught,  that  "Yonder  doctor  is  half 
drunk."  A  police-sergeant  deposed  to  seeing  Dr.  Craston 
in  his  surgery  and  asking  to  be  given 

The  Stock-bottle 
from  which  he  supplied  the  deceased.  Dr.  Craston  first 
stated  that  the  bottle  had  been  sent  to  be  analysed,  then 
he  said  he  had  sent  it  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Ward,  chemist, 
Blackburn,  for  a  further  supply.  He  said  it  was  a  4-oz. 
bottle  and  there  was  a  small  quantity  in  it.  A  few  days 
later  he  went  again,  and  Dr.  Craston  handed  him  what  he 
said  was  the  stock-bottle  from  which  the  draught  had 
been  supplied.  The  contents  were  divided  and  a  portion 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Collingwood  Williams,  the  county 
analyst,  after  the  bottle  had  been  shown  to  Mr.  T.  A. 
Ward,  of  Blackburn. 

Evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Armistead  Ward, 
chemist.  15  Exchange  Street,  Blackburn,  who  said  he  had 
known  Dr.  Craston  for  many  years.  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  day  upon  which  the  police-sergeant  had  called  upon 
him,  Dr.  Craston  came  to  Mr.  Ward's  warehouse.  After 
chatting  for  some  time  the  doctor  said  casually,  "  By  the 
way,  can  I  have  some  solution  of  morphine  ?  "  Mr.  Ward 
said,  "  Certainly,"  and  at  his  request  gave  him  2  oz.  of  the 
1-per-cent.  solution  in  a  stoppered  bottle  which  he  (Dr. 
Craston)  took  away.  When  Dr.  Craston  left  the  ware- 
house, he  said  never  a  word  about  the  death  or  that  he  had 
been  visited  by  a  police  sergeant  about  two  hours  before. 
No  morphine  solution  had,  prior  to  the  date  mentioned, 
been  sold  to  Dr.  Craston  by  his  firm  since  June,  1903,  when 
8  oz.  was  supplied  in  an  8-oz.  stoppered  bottle — not  a  4-oz. 
bottle.  The  strength  of  the  solution  he  sent  on  that 
occasion  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  given  personally  to 
Dr.  Craston.  The  preparation  of  every  poisonous  solu- 
tion was  checked  by  a  second  person  in  his  warehouse,  and 
the  same  man  had  made  the  morphine  solution  for  twelve 
years  and  was  a  life  abstainer.  Asked  by  the  Coroner 
.  whether  he  made 

A  Stronger  Solution 
than  that  supplied,  Mr.  Ward  replied  that  he  did  not, 
but  said  there  was  also  a  hypodermic  injection  of  mor- 
phine, which  was  never  kept  in  stock  in  his  establishment. 

The  Coroner  :  As  I  understand  it,  there  is  a  much 
stronger  preparation  of  morphine,  used  for  the  purpose  of 
making  up  a  weaker  solution. 

Witness  said  he  had  never  seen  any  used  since  he  had 
been  in  business,  in  a  concentrated  form.  He  had  never 
lieard  of  it  being  done. 

The  Coroner  :  Supposing  a  man  is  out  of  morphine  solu- 
tion, how  can  he  get  morphine  ?  Can  he  get  tabloids  and 
dissolve  them  down  ? 

Witness  :  Yes ;  he  could  get  hypodermic  tabloids,  and 
these  are  usually  employed  now  for  hypodermics. 

The  Coroner  :  Would  he  get  a  stronger  solution  of 
morphine  there  ? 

Witness  :  Yes  ;  he  could  get  it  of  any  strength. 

Witness,  in  the  course  of  further  answers,  spoke  of  his 
being  dragged  into  this  business,  and  it  being  a  reflection 


upon  his  firm ;  and  after  he  had  been  cross-examined  by 
Dr.  Craston's  solicitor  the  Coroner  said  :  "  If  Dr.  Craston 
goes  to  that  end  of  the  table  and  tells  the  jury  that  what 
he  gave  to  Clarke  came  out  of  the  stock-bottle  I  will  let 
you  come  back  and  tell  your  story  again." 

Mr.  Collingwood  Williams  deposed  to  finding  morphine 
in  the  kidney,  liver,  and  stomach  contents  of  deceased. 
In  the  bottle  containing  the  remains  of  the  draught  he 
found  1.8  per  cent,  of  morphine  hydrochloride,  equal  to 
nearly  4  gr.  in  one  tablespoonful.  In  the  alleged  stock- 
bottle  from  which  the  medicine  had  been  supplied  he 
found  1.2  per  cent,  of  morphine  hydrochloride,  and  he 
pointed  out 

The  Sic.xificaxt  Fact 

that,  although  the  draught  was  supposed  to  have  been  made 
by  dilution  from  the  stock-bottle,  the  strength  of  the 
morphine  in  the  latter  was  less  than  in  the  draught,  and 
therefore  the  draught  could  not  have  been  made  up  from 
the  sample  bottle  put  in.  According  to  the  prescription 
supplied  by  the  doctor  160  drops  of  the  solution  was  made 
up  to  2  oz.  with  water,  and  therefore  the  draught  ought 
only  to  have  contained  0.17  per  cent,  of  morphine.  The 
deceased  man  probably  took  about  16  gr.  of  morphine. 

In  cross-examination  Mr.  Collingwood  Williams  said  the 
draught  was  stronger  than  the  ordinary  solution,  and  could 
not  have  been  made  up  from  the  stock  preparation  at  all 
except  by  evaporating  it.  He  had  been  informed  by 
chemists  that  a  10-per-cent.  solution  was  sent  out  by 
wholesale  houses.  It  saved  carriage,  and  was  sent  out  to 
be  diluted.  Morphine  would  not  evaporate,  but  water 
would,  and  the  residue  increase  in  strength. 

In  answer  to  a  juror  the  Coroner  remarked  that  the 
evidence  pointed  conclusively  to  the  fact  that  they  had 
not  got  the  original  stock-bottle. 

Dr.  Munro,  house-surgeon  at  the  Wigan  Infirmary,  who 
made  a  post-mortem ,  said  that  if  the  result  of  the  analysis 
J  was  absolutely  correct,  deceased  died  from  an  overdose  of 
morphine.  The  post-mortem  examination  indicated  acute 
congestion  of  the  lungs  and  pleurisy.  Dr.  Monks  said 
the  man  died  from  congestion  of  the  lungs  and  pleurisy, 
accelerated  by  a  dose  of  morphine.  Evidence  of  a  similar 
character  was  given  by  two  other  medical  men. 

Dr.  Craston's  solicitor,  after  consulting  with  his  client, 
;  decided  not  to  put  him  in  the  witness-box  ;  and  the  Coroner 
having  reviewed  the  evidence  at  length,  the  jury  found 
that  Clarke  died  from  congestion  of  the  lungs  and  pleurisy. 
|  and  that  death  was  accelerated  by  an  overdose  of  mor- 
phine. They  were  also  of  opinion  that  there  had  been 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Craston,  and  they  desired 
the  Coroner  to  censure  him. 

The  Coroner,  addressing  Dr.  Craston,  said  :  "  The  jury 
ask  me  to  convey  to  you  their  censure  for  your  conduct 
in  this  matter.  You  know  very  well  that  you  belong  to  an 
honourable  profession,  a  profession  to  which  mankind  is 
very  much  indebted  for  the  unselfish  and  devoted  service 
that  that  profession  renders  to  them,  and  you  ought  to  be 
proud  that  you  belong  to  a  profession  like  that,  and  in  no 
shape  or  form  ought  you  to  prostitute  your  talents  so  as  to 
be  a  disgrace  not  only  to  yourself  but  to  the  profession  to 
which  you  belong.  I  am  absolutely  certain  in  my  own 
mind  that  you  gave  this  man  a  dose  of  medicine  that  you 
ought  not  to  have  given  him,  and  I  am  absolutely  certain 
in  my  own  mind  that  you  were  not  in  a  fit  state  to 
prescribe  medicine  at  the  time  you  gave  it.  The  jury  have 
taken  a  very  lenient  view,  a  very  lenient  view  indeed,  of 
this  matter,  but  it  is  a  view  I  agree  with." 


Canabian  IRote. 

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 

Radium  Minerals  in  Quebec. — According  to  the  "  Hali- 
fax Commercial  Review,"  minerals  containing  radium  have 
been  discovered  in  the  province  of  Quebec.  The  ore  from 
which  radium  and  oxide  of  uranium  have  been  extracted 
was  taken  from  a  white-mica  mine  about  eighteen  miles 
back  of  Murray  Bay,  in  Charleroix  County.  White-mica 
deposits  exist  at  several  points  in  Quebec  and  Eastern 
Ontario,  and  these  will  be  developed  next  summer  by  an 
electric  company,  which  hitherto  has  imported  its  mica 
supplies  from  India. 
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Grace  litotes. 


Mr.  C.  E.  Pickkring,  12  James  Street,  Westbpurne 
Terrace,  W.,  has  been  appointed  agent  for  Paddington 
and  Bayswater  for  Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co. 
(Limited). 

Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.'s  semi-annual  "  Report  on 
Essential  Oils"  for  April /May,  1904,  is  specially  bulky, 
and  includes  notes  on  the  Italian  Pharmacopoeia  characters 
and  tests  for  essential  oils,  besides  the  customary  com- 
mercial and  scientific  notes. 

The  List  of  Awards  in  the  window-dressing  competi- 
tion promoted  by  Messrs.  Stephen  Smith  &  Co.,  Limited, 
of  Bow,  E.,  proprietors  of  Hall's  Wine,  will  be  found  in  our 
advertisement  pages.  The  first  prize  (20  guineas)  has 
been  awarded  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Cullen,  of  Stoke  Newington. 

"  Piscarol"  is  the  name  of  a  new  preparation  manufac- 
tured by  Messrs.  Ludy  &  Co..  of  Burgdorf,  Switzerland, 
as  a  skin-remedy.  It  occurs  as  a  thickish  tar-like  fluid, 
and  is  stated  to  possess  the  therapeutic  properties  of 
ichthyol.  Messrs.  B.  A.  Smith  &  Co.,  36  Crutched  Friars, 
E.C.,  are  the  London  agents. 

Photographic  Mounts. — Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Sons, 
Camera  House,  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C.,  have  just  added 
to  their  series  of  photographic  mounts  some  exceedingly 
attractive  ones  called  "  Nature  Series."  There  is  a  very 
wide  range  of  tints,  and  the  decoration  is  good.  The 
mounts  are  put  up  in  packets  to  retail  at  a  shilling. 

"  Soldis,"  the  new  disinfectant  made  by  the  Sanitas 
Company  (Limited),  Bethnal  Green,  E.,  is  astonishingly 
cheap,  but  not  so  absurdly  cheap  as  the  advertisement  in 
last  week's  C.  &  D.  made  it  appear — viz.,  Is.  6d.  per  doz. 
1-gal.  tins.  This  should  have  been  Is.  6d.  per  gallon 
tin.  It  is  a  miscible  coal-tar  disinfectant,  of  distinct 
service  during  the  hot  weather,  and  is  put  up  in  containers 
ranging  in  size  from  half  a  pint  to  40  gallons. 

Mr.  Vincent  Wood's  Price  List  has  been  somewhat 
delayed  in  publication,  but  is  now  ready.  Mr.  Wood 
supplies  the  list  in  two  styles,  one  with  retail  prices,  for 
showing  to  customers,  and  the  other  with  trade  prices,  the 
distinction  otherwise  being  in  different  covers.  They  are 
handsome  catalogues,  and  copies  can  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  Mr.  Wood,  Albion  Place,  Blackf rial's  Bridge, 
London,  S.E. 

Capsuled  Drugs. — A  series  of  excellently  finished 
gelatin  capsules  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Hearon,  Squire 
&  Francis  (Limited),  of  38  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  has 
leached  us,  which  marks  a  new  branching-out  of  that 
progressive  firm.  The  capsules — containing  Blaud's  pill, 
cascara,  santal  oil,  copaiba,  &c. — are  beautifully  finished. 
The  manufacturers  have  installed  the  latest  plant  and 
machinery  for  their  production,  and  are  prepared  to 
guarantee  accurate  dosage  and  purity  of  contents,  as  well 
as  perfection  of  finish. 

"Alaska"  Fondant  Chocolate. — Under  this  name 
Messrs.  Cadbury  Brothers  (Limited),  of  Bourneville.  are 
manufacturing  a  series  of  packed  chocolate  in  various 
shapes  and  guises.  The  "Alaska"  chocolate  is  a  delight- 
ful confection,  made  by  a  special  process  from  the  choicest 
materials,  and  a  delicious  flavour  and  absolute  smoothness 
are  secured.  It  is  packed  in  seven  different  forms,  to  sell 
in  l.s.  boxes  and  in  6d.,  6d.,  1</.,  and  ^d.  packets,  each 
wrapped  in  tinfoil  and  with  attractive  paper  wrapper  out- 
side. The  "Alaska"  chocolate  croquettes  are  put  up  in 
three-cornered  boxes,  to  retail  at  6d.  and  7>d.  each.  These 
are  confections  that  would  not  be  amiss  in  the  highest- 
toned  pharmacy  and  would  "sell  on  sight." 

"Kelly's." — The  tenth  edition  of  Kelly's  Directory  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists  contains  56,000  names — an  in- 
crease of  about  4.000  on  the  previous  edition.  This  may 
mean  either  an  increase  in  the  number  of  traders  covered 
by  that  comprehensive  title  "chemist  and  druggist,"  or  it 
may  mean  a  more  complete  and  more  trustworthy  Direc- 
tory. It  may  also  mean  both  these  things  ;  and  a  cursory 
glance  through  the  pages  of  this  excellent  volume  con- 
firms the  last-mentioned  assumption.  The  term  "chemists 
and  druggists "  is,  of  course,  rather  a  misnomer,  for 
wholesale  druggists,  '  drysaltery  dentists,  photographers, 


patent-medicine  vendors,  perfumers,  &c,  as  well  as  manu- 
facturing, analytical,  metallurgical  and .  agricultural 
chemists,  are  included  in  the  book.  The  work  has  appar- 
ently been  thoroughly  done,  as  we  cannot  find  any  impor- 
tant omission  in  making  random  searches  through  the 
book.  The  Directory  covers  not  only  England  and  Wales, 
but  Scotland,  Ireland,  the  Channel  Islands,  and  the  Isle 
of  Man.  The  publishers  are  Kelly's  Directories  (Limited), 
182-4  High  Holboin,  W.C.,  and  the  price  is  20a\ 


personalities. 


Miss  A.  M.  Smith;  of  Pendleton,  Manchester,  has 
passed  the  Dublin  Apothecaries'  Hall  Assistants'  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  W.  Donald  Smith's  address  while  in  this  country 
will  be  c/o' Messrs.  J.  Murdoch  &  Co.,  52  Leadenhall 
Street,  E.G. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Kellett,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (formerly 
of  Paris),  was  at  the  last  meeting  of  Antiquity  Lodge, 
146,  Bolton,  raised  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  jun.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and 
a  student  of  the  Middle  Temple,  has  passed  the  Roman 
Law  examination  of  the  Council  of  Legal  Education. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Donnan,  Lecturer  in  Chemistry  in  the  Royal 
College  of  Science,  Dublin,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Chair 
of  Physical  Chemistry  recently  founded  by  Sir  John 
B  runner,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Todd,  of  Kalamazoo,  the  well-known  pepper- 
mint-grower, is  now  in  London,  and  may  be  addressee? 
care  of  his  agents,  Messrs.  Widenmann,  Broieher  &  Co., 
33  Lime  Street,  E.G. 

Mr.  H.  Von  Holtz.  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Johannes- 
burg, is,  we  understand,  on  a  visit  to  this  country.  J  £ 
this  should  meet  his  eye,  we  should  be  glad  if  he  would 
communicate  with  us,  or  perhaps  some  subscriber  may  be 
able  to  give  us  his  present  address. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Boyd  left  London  last  Saturday  for  Cape 
Town  in  order  to  take  up  the  representation  in  South 
Africa  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  U.S.A., 
and  London,  England.  Mr.  Boyd  has  been  with  the  firm 
for  a  good  many  years,  is  a  practical  pharmacist,  and 
knows  the  trade  well. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Annual  Movable  Committee  of  the 
Manchester  Unity  of  Oddfellows,  held  at  Manchester  on 
May  25,  it  was  decided  to  present  P.G.M.  Algernon  _S.. 
Campkin,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cambridge  (who  is  retir- 
ing after  being  a  director  for  twenty  years),  with  a  sum  ofi 
ten  guineas,  an  illuminated  address,  and  a  Past  Grand 
Master's  Jewel. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  "Engineering"  there  is  a  long 
report  of  a  Board  of  Trade  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the 
fatal  explosion  of  a  locomotive-boiler  at  Llanelly.  The 
interest  in  the  report  is  the  reproduction  of  an  excellent 
photograph  of  the  exploded  boiler  taken  by  Mr.  Morgan 
W.  James,  chemist,  Llanelly.  Mr.  James  is  a  photo- 
graphic chemist,  and  endeavours  to  photograph  everything 
of  interest  and  importance  in  his  neighbourhood.  He  ad- 
vises brother  photo-chemists  that  it  will  pay  them  to  do 
likewise. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMIST-OPTICIANS. 

\  meeting  of  chemist-opticians  was  held  at  the  Holbom 
Viaduct  Hotel,  London,  E.G.,  on  June  2.  The  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  on  April  25  to  draw  up  the 
objects  and  rules  was  received.  The  objects  and  rules- 
were  afterwards  adopted  with  some  alterations.  The  com- 
mittee were  appointed  the  first  Council  of  the  Society,  with 
the  addition  of  Messrs.  Crosland,  Cherry,  Csesar,  and 
Hopper.  ,. 

At  a  Council-meeting  held  after  the  general  meeting,  Mr. 
C  J  G  Bunker  (Twickenham)  was  elected  President, 
Mr.  George  Bennett  (Stockport)  Vice-President,  Mr.  A. 
Hi"gs  (Kingston-on-Thames)  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  J. 
Harcombe  Cuff,  25  Frien  Barnet  Road,  New  Southgate. 
N.,  Secretary.  The  subscription  is  fixed  at  5.?.  We  hope- 
to  give  a  fuller  report  of  the  proceedings  in  our  next  issue-. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. -Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Extractum  Belladonnae. 
"Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  respecting  extract, 
belladonnae,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  should 
expect  the  green  extract  to  be  dispensed  under  that 
name  and  not  the  alcoholic  extract.  The  history  of  these 
preparations  seems  to  be  quite  clear  in  the  matter,  as  the 
green  extract  was  until  1898  always  known  as  "  ext. 
belladonnas"  and  the  alcoholic  extract  introduced  in  1885, 
and  modified  in  1898,  has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  been 
known  by  the  older  and  shorter  name. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Robert  B.  Wild. 
Owens  College,  Manchester,  May  31. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  inquiry  re  "ext.  belladonna?," 
I  beg  to  reply  when  ext.  belladonna?  is  ordered  we  make 
a  practice  of  using  ext.  belladonna?  alcoholicum  1898.  The 
ext.  bellad.  viride  is  only  used  for  making  glycer. 
belladon.  Yours  faithfully, 

Cambridge,  May  26.  E.  S.  Peck. 

Sir, — Noticing  your  leader  in  this  week's  issue  re  ext. 
bellad.,  we  beg  to  say  that  we  dispense  many  hundreds 
of  pill-prescriptions  for  medical  men  weekly,  and  (unless 
the  alcoholic  is  ordered)  always  use  the  ext.  bellad.  vir., 
labelling  as  such.  We  have  never  been  informed  that  the 
alcoholic  extract  should  have  been  used. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co.  (Limited). 

Brighton,  May  28. 

Sir, — I  have  read  your  article  on  "ext.  belladonna?" 
with  much  interest.  I  would  like  to  know  what  your 
correspondents  would  dispense  in  a  mixture  prescribed 
recently  when  "  tinct.  lobelia?"  was  ordered?  The  same 
applies  to  "tinct.  guaiaci."  As  the  simple  tinctures  of 
these  drugs  were  discontinued  in  the  1898  B.P.,  I  always 
dispense  the  tinctures  of  the  latest  B.P. — viz.  "tinct. 
lobelia?  a?th."  and  "  tinct.  guaiaci  amnion." — unless  the 
prescriber  specially  states  that  he  requires  the  tinctures 
of  an  earlier  edition  of  the  Pharmacopceia,  by  marking  the 
same  "Tinct.  lobelia?  1885."  I  should  appreciate  the  views 
of  fellow-pharmacists  on  the  above  points. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  E.  P.  (150/8.) 

Sir, — The  thanks  of  the  trade  are  due  to  your  initiative 
in  obtaining  the  opinions  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
medical  profession  and  of  the  craft  as  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  term  "  Extractum  belladonna?."  Your 
correspondent  Dr.  Hawthorne  puts  the  case  very  clearly, 
an.d  with  sound  reasoning  shows  that  the  term  can  only  be 
referred  to  the  green  extract;  but  in  view  of  the  difference 
of  opinion  among  our  leading  dispensing  houses,  as  shown 
by  your  replies,  a  very  deplorable  state  of  affairs  exists  as 
to  which  preparation  is  dispensed  when  a  powerful 
galenical  like  extractum  belladonna?  is  ordered  in  a  pre- 
scription. Taken  to  one  house,  a  patient  gets  the  root 
extract ;  taken  to  another,  the  green  is  unhesitatingly 
supplied.  Talk  about  standardisation  of  preparations  ! — 
let  us  first  have  uniformity  in  nomenclature. 

Yours  truly, 

Southampton,  May  30.  Thos.  W.  Hazelby. 

Sir, — At  least  four  reasons  have  been  advanced  for  pre- 
ferring the  leaf  extract  of  belladonna.  The  first  and  most 
obvious  is  that  for  a  generation  past  medical  men  and 
pharmacists  have  been  accustomed  to  think  of  ext.  bella- 
donna? simply  as  a  juice  extract,  and  as  nothing  else.  It 
takes  some  time  to  eradicate  the  teaching  of  a  lifetime,  and 


hence  prescribers  have  gone  on  prescribing  plain  ext. 
belladonna?,  and  dispensers  have  gone  on  dispensing  what- 
was  always  used  under  that  name  till  a  few  years  ago. 
Another  reason  suggested  is  that  the  majority  of  the  older 
race  of  medical  men  are  unaware  that  two  extracts  exist. 
A  third  reason  is  that  up  to  1898  the  alcoholic  extract  was 
regarded  as  being  intended  mainly  for  external  and  the 
green  extract  for  internal  use.  It  is  quite  true  that  a 
dose  was  given  for  the  alcoholic  extract  in  the  1885  B.P., 
but  it  was  officially  used  only  for  the  ointment  and  the 
plaster,  and  the  liniment  was  made  direct  from  the  root. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  tincture  was  made  from  the  leaves, 
and  even  suppositories  were  before  1898  unofficially  made 
from  the  green  extract.  This  led  to  the  alcoholic  extract 
being  regarded  as  unsuitable  for  internal  administration, 
and  coupled  with  the  very  small  dose,  and  the  very  un- 
certain strength  (which  varied  from  1  to  4  per  cent,  of 
alkaloid),  there  is  ground  for  believing  that  the  "atmo- 
sphere "  of  suspicion  had  a  bad  effect  on  the  prospects  of 
the  root  extract.  Last  of  all,  there  was  the  absurd  posi- 
tion brought  about  in  1898,  of  having  a  liquid  extract  and 
a  solid  extract  of  almost  the  same  alkaloidal  strength,  the 
latter  being,  in  fact,  considerably  weaker  than  the  green 
extract  in  alkaloid,  while  it  ought  to  have  been  much 
stronger.  Previous  to  1898  it  was  the  practice  to  regard  a 
liquid  extract  as  a  1-in-l  preparation,  and  a  solid  extract 
as  approximately  four  or  five  times  stronger.  But  in  1898 
all  this  was  changed  in  regard  to  belladonna  and  one  or 
two  other  drugs,  and  we  have  now  the  liquid  extract  assay- 
ing 0.75  per  cent,  of  alkaloid  and  representing  1^  part  of 
average  drug,  and  the  solid  extract  assaying  1  per  cent",  of 
alkaloid  representing  2  parts  of  drug.  In  addition  to  these  we 
have  the  green  extract  which  usually  assays  considerably 
over  1  per  cent.  Has  the  time  not  come  when  all  these 
preparations  should  be  standardised  to  rational  standards — 
the  liquid  extract,  say  to  5  per  cent,  alkaloid,  the  alcoholic 
to  2  per  cent.,  and  the  green  to  1.25  or  1.5  per  cent.  ?  This 
matter  should  now  be  discussed  from  the  standpoint  of 
practical  pharmacy  rather  than  the  theoretical  one  of 
unifying  doses  for  the  sake  of  preventing  mistakes.  Yours 
faithfully,  Pharmakos.  (149/90.) 

The  Decided  and  the  Undecided. 
Sir. — In  your  short  leader  on  "Limited  Professionals" 
you  say,  with  reference  to  the  action  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  in  protection  of  dental  and  medical 
titles,  "If  the  Council  had  moved  a  dozen  years  ago  it 
would  have  been  better  for  pharmacy,  as  the  same  prin- 
ciple applies."  After  the  efforts  I  have  made  it  is  very 
satisfactory  to  me  to  find  it  admitted  at  last  that  with 
regard  to  the  titles  "the  same  principle  applies"  in 
pharmacy  as  in  medicine  and  dentistry.  But  I  really 
cannot  see  that  it  matters  when  and  how  the  General 
Medical  Council  moves.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council  has 
the  administration  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  if,  oh  the 
credit  of  a  Bill  which  is  likely  to  become  law  about  the 
Greek  Kalends,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  neglecting 
the  interests  of  registered  chemists  whilst  the  General 
Medical  Council  is  actively  demonstrating  the  intolerable 
position  they  occupy,  then  the  sooner  the  administration 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act  and  the  protection  of  chemists  and 
druggists  are  transferred  to  the  General  Medical  Council 
the  better.  Yours,  &c. 

Batley,  May  30.  R.  Broadhead. 

What  Mr.  Harrington  Said. 

Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  correct  your  report  of  what 
I  said  of  the  "Journal  Formulary"  at  the  Western 
Chemists'  meeting  on  May  25  ?  I  am  reported  to  have  said, 
"  It  contained  no  useful  formula?  and  was  a  rehash  of  pri- 
vate recipes  " ;  what  I  said  was  that  it  was  a  collection  of 
recipes  of  more  or  less  value  carefully  arranged,  corrected, 
and  indexed,  a  very  useful  book,  and  answered  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  intended  ;  but  that  it  contained  no 
original  work  and  was  not  a  book  of  which  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  had  any  right  to  be  proud.    Yours  truly, 

John  F.  Harrington. 

48  Kensington  High  Street,  W.,  May  30. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

In  reference  to  a  letter  asking  for  the  preservation  .of  the 
rights  and  privileges  to  holders;  of  the  Assistant's  certifi- 
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cate.  Dr.  A.  T.  Haft  (President  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Assistants'  Association)  has  received  the"  following  letter  : 

Dear  Sir,---I  am  in  vecei.pt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th 
inst.  The  Society  is  taking  all  necessary  precautions,  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  those  holdiug-the  Assistant's  certi- 
ficate, particularly  in  reference  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill  .which 
it  is  stated  the  Government  are  about  to  promote. 

I  remain,  yours  truly, 

A.  Mowbray  Upton. 

Society  of  Apothecaries,  London, 
May  27,  1904. 

Bile  Pills. 

Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C':, 
1st  June,  1904.  .. 
Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to 
advert  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  February,  last  and  to 
their  reply  of  the  7th  March  following  and  to  acquaint 
you  that  upon  further  consideration  the  Board  have 
decided  not  to  regard  the  title  "Bile  Pills"  as  involving 
liability  to  Medicine  Stamp  Duty. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant. 

Morton  Jackson, 
Assistant  Secretary.. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

Trade-marks  Bill,  No.  53. 

Sir, — The  attention  of  the  Trade-marks  Section  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  having  been  called  to  the 
communications  from  Mr.  Fletcher  Moul ton,  M.P.,  regard- 
ing the  above  Bill,  published  in  various  important  papers, 
it  is  hoped  that  you  will  kindly  allow  space  for  a  .  few 
observations  on  the  matter. 

The  Bill  has  been  scrutinised  by  the  special  committee  of 
the  Section  which  is  of  opinion  that  drastic  amendments 
will  be  required  to  make  its  provisions  satisfactory  to 
British  trade-mark  owners  and  manufacturers,  and  a  "  list 
of  objections"  to  the  measure  in  its  present  form  has  been 
drawn  up  and  circulated  to  the  members  of  the  Trade- 
marks Section  (numbering  between  three  and  four  hundred) 
by  whom  the  objections  have  been  generally  approved. 

To  put  the  matter  broadly,  however,  Mr.  Fletcher 
Moulton's  Bill,  although  it  contains  one  or  two  good 
features,  obviously  taken  from  the  London  Chamber's  Bill 
of  1899,  leaves  the  trade-mark  owner  under  most  serious 
liability  to  trouble  and  expense  : 

Firstly,  it  permits  and  encourages  frequent  applica- 
tions to  Court,  which  it  should  be  the  purpose  of  a 
useful  Bill  to  avoid. 

Secondly,  it  is  illiberal  to  traders  as  regards  the  defi- 
nition clauses  as  to  what  a  good  trade-mark  should 
consist  of  (e.g.,  all  geographical  words  are  excluded, 
which  is  not  the  case  under  the  present  law)  ;  also  the 
common-law  right  of  a  trade  to  a  trade-name — not  in 
use  before  -1875  would  appear  to  be  in  jeopardy  under 
Mr.  Moulton's  Bill. 

Thirdly,  it  leaves  far  too  great  a  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Registrar. 

Fourthly,  several  of  the  fees  are  excessive  in  view  of 
the  small  amount  of  protection  afforded  by  such  a  Bill. 

Nevertheless,  the  Section  would  point  out  that  the  neces- 
sity for  an  inquiry  into  and  a  revision  of  the  present  pro- 
cedure is  one  which  does  not  diminish  by  the  effluxion  of 
time,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  no  inquiry  into  trade- 
mark legislation  has  taken  place  since  Lord  Herschell's 
Committee  in  1888,  and  that  several  important  recommenda- 
tions then  made  have  never  been  put  into  practice  by  legis- 
lation, it  may  justly  be  urged  that  the  Government  should 
afford  facilities  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  the  long- 
standing grievances  which  admittedly  exist. 

Resolutiena  in  favour  of  "an  inquiry  into  the  unsatis- 
factory working  of  the  present  law  with  a  view  to 
adequate  legislation  thereon "  have  been  passed  by  the 
Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  1902,  1903,  and  1904, 
whilst  a  Bill  "to  amend  and  consolidate  the  law  relating 
to  trade-marks"  was  introduced,  as  above  mentioned,  into 
the  Commons  on  behalf  of  the  London  Chamber  in  1899. 
1901,  and  1902,  but  nothing  definite  has  yet  been  accom- 
plished. 

It  is  trusted  that  the  ventilation  of  this  subject  in  your 
columns  may  awaken  our  legislators  and  Government 
officials  to  the  necessity  for  reform,  and  hasten  the  time 


when  a' practical,  just,  and  efficient  system  will  supersede 
the ;  present  unsatisfactory,  antiquated,  and  incomplete 
legislation. 

In  conclusion,  1  may  say  that  the  Bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
Fletcher  Moulton  has  been  most  carefully  considered  by 
the  Trade-marks  Section  itself  and  by  a  committee  specially 
formed  for  the  purpose,  and  it  is  felt  that  the  Bill  in 
question  does  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  trading 
community,  that  in  its  present  form  it  would  work  harm 
rather  than  good,  and  that  it  requires  very  considerable 
amendment  to  render  it  acceptable  to  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce.     .Yours  faithfully, 

Kenric  B.  Murray. 
Secretary  to  the  Trade-marks  Section  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce  (Incorporated). 

Oxford  Court,  E.C.,  May  30. 

"Co-op.  Divi."  and  P.A.T.A.  Proprietors. 

Sir, — The  retailers  of  protected  specialities  in  the  North 
are  hard  hit  every  day  through  the  dividend  system,  and 
the  forced  agreement  of  the  P.A.T.A.  With  the 
Co-operative  Societies  able  to  grant  bonuses  on  all  .  pro- 
prietaries, the  P.A.T.A.  silently  looking  on,  the  trade  of 
the  retail  member  is  fast  leaving  him  in  the  unequal 
contest;  then,  forsooth,  he  is  invited  to  subscribe  more 
liberally  "  to  the  cause."  You  quote  the  law  as  being  to6 
strong  to  combat  the  evil ;  surely  the  Council  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  have  only  to  resolve  that  all  articles  thereon  be 
charged  maximum  prices  to  all  Co-operative  Societies — ■ 
then  they  might  please  themselves  as  to  granting  bonuses. 
The  retailers  would  have  the  smile,  also  the  trade  in  time. 
There  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  this.  Unless  some  such 
protection  be  enforced,  the  days  of  the  P.A.T.A.-  are 
numbered,  as  at  present  trade  flows  freely  away  through 
the  protected  prices  of  the  retailer.  Thus  far  the 
P.A.T.A.  has  proved  a  good  thing  for  the  proprietors  and 
wholesalers  :  the  retailer  has  to  be  content  with  a  doubtful 
benefit  (better  profits,  diminished  demand);  and  so  the 
weak  give  place  to  the  strong. 

1  think  this  question  deserves  more  attention  than  has 
been  hitherto  given  it.  It  is  of  vital  importance  to 
thousands  in  the  trade. 

Faithfully  yours. 

A  P.A.T.A.  Member.  (145/50.) 


Legal  Queries. 

Labels  to  be  marked  "  Liable  "  or  "  Not  liable  "  to  medicine  stamp- 
duty  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  in  duplicate  and  with  a  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the  marked  ones,  if  desired. 


151/31.  Ifhci—  The  Irish  High  Court  has  upheld  the 
decision  of  the  Registrar  of  Joint-stock  Companies  in  Ire- 
land not  to  register    a    company    as    "  ,  Dentists 

(Limited)."  (See  our  issue  of  April  23.)  We  presume  the 
Registrar  will  take  this  -as  the  rule  to  follow,  and  will 
decline  to  register  any  company  in  which  the  title  "  den- 
tist "  occurs.    See,  however,  p.  914. 

151/64.  J.  H—  Labels  for  "Corn-extractor,"  "Tic- 
powders."  and  "Toothache-tincture"  are  now  liable  to 
duty,  although  they  were  officially  marked  "Not  liable" 
some  years  ago:  They  may  be  subject  to  Exemption  3, 
however. 

152/36.  II*.  O.— Your  only  remedy  against  the  rail- 
way company  is  to  sue  them  for  the  damage.  As  to  this 
you  should  consult  a  local  solicitor. 

152/48.  Inquirer.--"  Antiseptic "  and  "preventing 
decay"  are  not  dutiable  descriptions  when  placed  upon 
dentifrices,  and  in  the  same  category  may  be  placed  "pro- 
tecting the  mouth  and  throat  against  gerni  infection." 
An  ailment-name  if  advertised  in  a  newspaper  requires 
disclosure  on  the  packet  of  medicine  only.  The  possessive 
case  alone  incurs  liability,  in  the  view  of  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue,  even  when  the  source  or  composition  of 
1  the  article  is  disclosed. 
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152/46.  Airos  purchased  Blank's  interest  in  the  lease  of 
his  pharmacy,  described  in  the  deed  as  "  Blank's  Phar- 
macy," together  with  the  goodwill  of  the  profession  and 
business,  stock-in-trade,  &c,  and  knowing  that  Blank's 
remedy  is  the  only  one  of  Blank's  proprietaries  worth 
having,  he  insisted  on  the  recipe  being  handed  over  before 
the  deed  was  signed.  There  is,  however,  no  specific 
mention  of  the  recipe  or  the  rights  to  the  remedy  in  the 
deed,  as  "  Atros "  assumed  that  it  was  necessarily  con- 
tained in  the  expression  "goodwill  of  the  profession  and 
"business."  Now  Blank's  son,  who  has  set  up  elsewhere, 
claims  the  right  to  the  title  "Blank's  Pharmacy,"  as  well 
as  "Blank's  remedy.'  Is  "Atros"  fairly  safe  in  proceed- 
ing on  the  assumption  that  "goodwill  of  the  profession 
and  business  "  necessarily  includes  a  recipe  for  one  of  the 
principal  articles  of  sale  and  the  rights  thereto;  and. 
further,  having  purchased  the  interest  in  the  business 
described  and  carried  on  as  "Blank's  Pharmacy,"  can 
"Atros"  continue  to  call  it  so  now  that  Blank  is  dead? 
[We  ought,  of  course,  to  see  the  deed  before  we  can  give 
an  opinion  of  any  real  value,  but  it  was  decided  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  the  case  of  "Levy  v.  Walker"  that 
the  trade-name  passed  with  the  goodwill.  With  regard  to 
the  recipe  for  the  proprietary  article,  if  such  recipe  was 
handed  over  to  the  purchaser  on  completion,  there  is  no 
■doubt  it  was  part  of  the  property  purchased,  and  our 
subscriber  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  same.  It  is 
possible  that  the  Court  might  grant  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  rival  tradesman  from  selling  the  goods  if  he 
did  so  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  people  to  believe  it  was 
the  original  preparation.  See  "James  v.  James"  (decided 
in  1872)  as  a  case  in  point.] 

152/56.  Sigma. — (1)  An  ointment  made  from  lard  and  a 
herb  is  not  an  entire  drug,  and  if  named  "  Pile-ointment" 
it' is  liable  to  stamp-duty.  (2)  Homoeopathic  aconite 
pilules  labelled  "Fever-pilules"  are  liable  to  stamp-duty. 
The  terms  of  the  entire-drug  exemption  are  that  the  drugs 
shall  be  "  vended  .  .  without  any  admixture  or  composi- 
tion with  any  other  drug  or  ingredient  whatsoever." 
Water  is  the  only  ingredient  permitted  by  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue.    Thanks  for  your  notes. 

147/61.  Togo. — Pilocarpine  is  a  poisonous  vegetable 
alkaloid,  and  as  such  comes  in  the  first  part  of  the  Poisons 
Schedule.  A  hair-lotion  containing  it  has  to  be  put  up  in 
a  bottle  distinguishable  by  touch. 

153/25.  A.  D. — Hair-washes  which  are  compounded 
with  scheduled  poisons  may  only  be  sold  by  registered 
■chemists  and  under  Pharmacy  Act  conditions. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  questions 
of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of  replies  on 
a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information  given  during  the 
past  twelve  months. 


13?/U.    D.  L.  IF.— Carbolised  Resin : 

Pulv.  resinse    ...    ...  5'. 

Gum.  mastic   ...  5'. 

Gum.  sandarac.        ...       ...       ...  5'. 

Acid,  carbol   5  j. 

Camphor.      5  j. 

Chloroform   §j. 

Alcohol  ad    g'v. 

This  is  used  on  cotton-wool  as  a  temporary  tooth-stopping. 

131/72.  l'ini. — Cheap  Gum  for  penny  bottles. — This  is 
generally  a  dextrin  mucilage,  such  as  the  following  : 

Dextrin   ...       ...  lb.  iij. 

Borax      -  ...  §  j- 

Glucose...    Jv. 

Water   ...      ...  Oij.  5  j. 

Dissolve  the  borax  in  the  water  by  warming,  then  add  the  dex- 
trin and  glucose,  and  continue  to  heat  gently  until  dissolved. 

Another  variety  is  made  by  dissolving  a  cheap  Ghatti  gum 
in  lime  water,  but  it  keeps  badly. 


151/j3.  F.  C.  I.-W. — Winchester  Quart. — This  denomi- 
nation of  measure  probably  dates  back  to  1225,  when  the 
standards  of  weight  and  measure  were  kept  at  Winches- 
ter. As  to  why  the  half  of  a  gallon  is  called  a  "quart" 
in  this  case  we  cannot  tell. 

10C/ 70.    G.  T.  D.  (Penang).— (1)  Aq.  Rosse  Cone.  (1-40)  : 

Ol.  rosae...    5  iiss. 

Ol.  rosae  ger   ...  dss. 

Aq.  fervid   S^i'j. 

Spt.  vini  rect.  ad    §xx. 

Mix  the  oils  with  10  oz.  of  the  spirit  and  add  the  hot 
water;  shake  well  and  set  aside  for  a  day;  then  filter  bright 
through  a  kaolin  filter,  and  make  up  to  a  pint  with  spirit. 
Five  drops  of  oil  of  cloves  improves  the  preparation. 

(2)  Liq.  Ferri  Iodidi  Pro  Syr.  (1-7)  : 

Iron  wire,  cut  small   Si- 
Iodine   

Water  5i'j. 

Place  the  iron  and  iodine  in  a  flask,  and  add  the  water; 
warm  gently  to  start  the  action  ;  and  set  aside  until  action 
ceases  and  the  whole  of  the  iodine  is  combined.  Decant, 
add  1  dr.  of  concentrated  hypophosphorous  acid,  filter,  and 
wash  the  filter  with  water  which  has  been  used  to  wash 
out  the  flask.    The  product  measures  4  oz. 

142/22.  (ff.  H.)  and  147/28  (F.  G.  T.).—The  Spec- 
tacle-makers' Company's  examination  is  the  one  chemists 
generally  take.  The  address  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Company 
is  11  Temple  House,  Temple  Avenue,  E.C. 

141/49.  Artful. — We  cannot  think  of  any  solution  which 
would  answer  the  purpose  you  mention. 

142/42.  Milk. — Both  saccharum  ustum  and  Bismarck 
brown  are  used  to  colour  milk.  The  dye  should  be 
supplied  in  a  solution  of  definite  strength. 

13?/ 36.  Medico. — Meat-preservers. — There  are  no  more 
modern  formula;  for  these  than  those  given  in  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas." 

14f /I5.  F.  I).  (Budapest).— Baking-powder. — A  repre- 
sentative formula  is  tartaric  acid  3  parts,  sodium  bicarbon- 
ate 4  parts,  rice-flour  7  parts.  There  is  a  large  choice  of 
recipes  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  which  you 
should  refer  to. 

13f/72.  F.  A'.  — Book- worms. — When  thesa  insects  infest 
books  they  are  most  difficult  to  deal  with,  as  the  ordinary 
destructive  agents  injuriously  affect  the  paper  of  the  book. 
The  books  should  be  well  beaten  and  exposed  to  the  sun, 
and  a  rag  moistened  with  formalin  passed  through  the 
binding  and  the  covers  where  possible.  In  other  cases  the 
bottom  edge  of  the  binding  should  be  moistened  with 
formalin  before  putting  on  the  shelves,  so  that  formal- 
dehyde vapour  can  be  diffused. 

150/67.  Nair  (Bombay). — The  recipe  in  "  Pharmaceu- 
tical Formulas  "  for  liq.  bismuthi  c.  pepsin,  yields  a  good 
mixture.    Does  the  formula  you  use  differ  from  this? 

150/22.  Limonis. — We  have  on  several  occasions  pub- 
lished formulae  for  combined  toning  and  fixing  bath,  but 
all  these  baths  yield  a  slight  deposit  on  keeping.  The 
addition  of  a  lead  salt  is  thought  to  aid  in  the  production 
of  purple  tones. 

146/42.  A.  N. — We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  actual 
method  of  preparing  phosphorescent  barium  platino- 
cyanide. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will  be  esteemed. 

150/74.    Where  can  "  Pudes  "  be  obtained? 

26/5.    Who  is  the  maker  or  agent  for  "  Colchicol  "  ? 

150/23.    Who  are  the  makers  of  "  Pipo  "  for  chickens? 

152/2.  Who  are  the  makers  of  "Pharos"  disinfecting 
fluid  ? 

152/17.  W7ho  are  the  agents  or  makers  of  "  Gargona 
Lozenges  "  ? 
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ZTrato  IReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.  -The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  June  2. 

EXTREMELY  quiet  conditions  continue  to  prevail  in 
drugs  and  chemicals,  but  with  the  resumption  of  the 
auctions  next  week  ,  some  improvement  may  be  expected. 
Perhaps  the  chief  alteration  since  our  last  report  is  a  re- 
duction in  quicksilver  and  mercurials.  Santonin,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  been  advanced  as  was  expected,  and 
Sycopodium  is  also  dearer.  The  refined-camphor  market 
remains  depressed,  and  German  refiners  have  reduced  their 
official  quotation.  Shellac  "futures"  declined  6*.,  but 
subsequently  there  was  a  partial  recovery.  Saffron  is 
about  Is.  per  lb.  lower.  Cod-liver  oil  shows  a  rather 
easier  tendency,  and  the  article  is  freely  offered.  Quinine 
continues  lifeless,  and  opium  is  a  shade  steadier.  Neroli 
oil  is  dearer  in  some  quarters,  and  Sicilian  essences  have  a 
tendency  towards  improvement.  Citric  acid  is  firmer, 
and  an  advance  in  cocaine  would  not  be  surprising.  The 
subjoined  table  shows  the  principal  fluctuations  of  the 
week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower. 

Lycopodium 

Acid.  citric- 

Ammonia 

Camphor 

Oil,  neroli 

Oil,  lemon 

sulphate 

(German  ref.) 

Santonin 

Gentian 

Mercurials 

Oil,  camphor 

Pepper 

Oil,  pepper- 

Quicksilver 

mint 

Saffron 

Petroleum 

Shellac 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  June  2. — Lycopodium  is  firmer,  and  German 
refined  camphor  is  quoted  450m.  per  100  kilos.  Business 
is  dull. 

Smyrna,  June  2. — The  opium  market  is  steady  at  from 
6s.  5d.  to  7s.  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna,  according  to 
quality,  at  which  prices  some  important  sales  have  been 
made. 

New  York.  June  2.-— Business  here  is  dull,  and  a  few  of 
the  leading  staples  show  an  easier  tendency.  Opium  by 
-single  cases  is  now  quoted  at  $2,63  per  lb.  ;  65c.  per  lb. 
will  buy  Western  Senega ;  and  new  cascara  sagrada  is 
offered  at  12£c.,  old  bark  being  quoted  16c.  Fall-dug 
golden  seal  (hydrastis)  is  easier,  at  100c.  per  lb.,  and  spring- 
dug  at  50c.  per  lb.  Menthol  is  firm,  at  $5.10  per  lb.,  and 
buchu-leaves  are  easy,  at  16c.  per  lb.  for  round. 

Bergen,  June  1. — The  cod  fishing  at  Finmarken  has 
given  slightly  better  results  this  week,  and  in  consequence 
the  oil-market  is  a  shade  easier,  there  being  sellers  of 
best  non-congealing  quality  at  170-'.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen.  According  to  the  official  statistics  the  total 
•catch  of  cod  for  the  whole  of  Norway  since  the  opening 
of  the  season  now  amounts  to  44,445.000.  and  the  yield 
13.232  barrels  of  oil.  compared  with  45.000.000  cod'  and 
2.280  barrels  of  oil  in  the  corresponding  week  of  1905.  and 
41.054.000  cod  and  18.522  barrels  at  the  same  time  of  1902. 


Acid.  Citric,  is  firmer,  the  lowest  quotation  now  being 
Is.  0j(/.  per  lb.  Indications  point  to  a  still  further 
advance. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  firm  but  unaltered  at  Is.  for  foreign 
and  1*.  0±d.  for  English. 

Albumen. — Rather  higher  prices  are  now  asked,  finest 
being  offered  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  clown  to  Is.  8(/..  according 
to  quality. 

Antimony. — Crude  Chinese  lump  is  quoted  16s.  6c/.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f..  from  Hamburg,  and  regulus  at  27.--.  6d.  for  at 
least  2-ton  lots. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Fine  genuine  balsam  in  small  tins  is 
quoted  Is.  per  lb.,  and  slightly  drossy  is  obtainable  at  9(/. 
to  10</. 

Benzoin. — A  few  sales  of  Sumatra  have  been  made  at 
between  6/.  5s.  and  6/.  10*.  per  cwt.  for  fair  seconds,  and 
ordinary  Sumatra  at  90s.  Paleinbang  is  worth  from 
47s.  6</.  to  52*.  6d.  per  cwt..  according  to  quality.  About 
30  cases  of  Sumatra  and  40  cases  of  Palembang  have 
arrived,  also  6  of  Siam. 

Buchu. — The  s.s.  Walmer  Castle,  from  Cape  Town,  has 
brought  53  bales. 

Camphor. — The  German  refiners  have  reduced  their 
official  quotation  of  refined  bells  to  2.?.  5gc/.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
for  at  least  ton  lots.  In  London  second-hands  offer 
German  at  a  shade  under  this  figure,  and  for  English  bells 
2s.  8c/.  to  2s".  9c/.  is  quoted.  Japanese  tablets  are  rather 
firmer  at  from  2s.  8c/.  to  2s*  9(/. 

Cantharides. — An  advance  in  the  price  of  Russian  is 
looked  for  before  the  new  crop  is  available,  and  stocks  on 
the  Continent  have  been  reduced.  Fine  Russian  is  quoted 
3s.  4gc/.,  and  fair  natural  3s.  3gc/.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Advices  from  New  York  state  that 
the  spot  market  remains  quiet,  and  the  tone  of  the  market 
is  easier  under  the  influence  of  continued  free  offerings  of 
the  current  year's  crop  by  dealers  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
The  revised  quotations  are  14c.  to  19c.  per  lb.,  according 
to  age,  quantity,  and  seller.  From  Hamburg  rather  low 
offers  have  been  made  for  forward  delivery,  and  in  London 
the  situation  has  undergone  no  further  change. 

Chamomiles. — First  reports  regarding  the  Hungarian 
crop  state  that  the  quality  is  very  good,  but  the  quantity 
is  not  expected  to  be  large.  The  harvest,  however,  has 
only  just  begun,  and  several  shipments  have  already  taken 
place  from  Buda-Pest,  at  prices  ranging  from  100m.  to 
120m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
June  1  will  consist  of  6,539  bales  of  Ledgeriana.  Officinalis, 
and  Hybrid,  and  2.145  packages  of  Succirubra. 

The  N.  V.  Nederlandsche  Yeem,  of  Amsterdam,  reports  the 
shipments  horn  Ji.va  to  Europe  as  follows  :  — 


May. 


Year. 

Amst.  lbs. 

Year. 

Amst.  lbs. 

1904  ... 

  1,166,000 

1898   

672,000 

1903  ... 

  1,188,000 

1897   

600,000 

1902  ... 

  1.044.000 

1896   

768,000 

1901  ... 

  746.000 

1895   

402,700 

1900  ... 

  816.000 

1894   • 

900,000 

1899  ... 

  943,000 

1893   

714,000 

Total  Shipments, 

January  to  May. 

Year. 

Amst.  lbs. 

Y'ear. 

Amst.  lbs. 

1904  ... 

  5.084.0C0 

1898   

..  3,884,000 

1903  ... 

  4,566,000 

1897   

..  2.510,000 

1902  ... 

  4, 199,000 

1896   

..    3  260.000 

1901  ... 

  4.169,000 

1895   

..  2.879,700 

1900  ... 

  3,252.000 

1894   

..  3,288,000 

1899  ... 

  3,964,000 

1893   

..  3,244,000 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  sales  were  held  last 
Monday.  About  500  bales  were  offered,  but  only  150 
sold,  the  demand  being  very  slow,  at  steady  rates  for 
fine,  but  occasionally  \d.  cheaper  for  ordinary  and 
common.  Superior  realised  Is.  3c/.  to  Is.  6c/.  per  lb.  for 
firsts.  1*.  4c/.  for  seconds.  Is.  od.  for  thirds,  and  8^d.  for 
fourths;  fine.  11J,</.  to  Is,  2c/.  for  firsts.  Is.  to  1*.  Id.  for 
seconds,  and  lljc/.  for  thirds;  good  firsts  11c/.,  fail- 
seconds  7^c/.  to  8c/..  ordinary  to  fair  thirds  6J,c/.  to  Id., 
and  common  to  good  fourths  5i,c/.  to  6£c/.    Fine  clip- 
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pings  sold  at  7Js</.,  and  bold  clean  chips  at  2j(/.  to  2%d.  I, 
per  lb. 

Cloves. — Zanzibar  cloves  have  been  quiet  and  easier  in 
the  speculative  market.  For  delivery,  June- August  has 
been  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  8-,T6(/.  to  8-^d.,  closing 
with  sellers  on  Wednesday  at  8T35<7.  tor  this  position. 

Coca-leaves. — An  arrival  of  160  bales  Bolivian  has 
taken  place  on  the  Hamburg  market,  and  of  Truxillo  12 
bales  have  arrived.  In  London,  Bolivian  is  quoted  Is.  to 
Is.  2r/.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 

Cocaine. — Hydrochloride  continues  very  firm,  and  in 
several  quarters  an  advance  is  anticipated.  Makers' 
present  lowest  price  is  12?.  8d.  per  oz. 

Dragon's-blood. — Fine  reboiled  lump  continues  very 
scarce  and  wanted,  10/.  per  cwt.  being  asked  for  the  few 
cases  in  second-hands.  Eight  packages  have  arrived,  in- 
cluding four  of  medium  bright  lump  and  four  of  ordinary 
drossy  cakes. 

Ergot. — An  advice  from  Hamburg  reports  that  "there 
is  practically  a  total  absence  of  orders,  and  consequently 
prices  have  further  declined."  Russian  is  quoted  Is.  i^d. 
and  Spanish  Is.  4d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  In  London,  no  business 
appears  to  have  been  done,  Is.  5d.  being  asked  for  good 
fair  sound  Russian. 

Galls. — Persian  are  quiet  but  firm,  Persian  blue  being 
quoted  at  54?.,  green  at  52?.,  and  white  at  51?.  per  cwt. 
The  London  stock  is  getting  into  smaller  compass,  while 
prices  from  Persia  remain  very  high. 

Gamboge  is  scarce,  and  there  is  said  to  be  only  one 
parcel  now  in  first-hands,  there  having  been  a  fair  amount 
of  business  lately,  chiefly  for  the  United  States.  Fine 
iSiam  pipe  is  now  held  for  16/.,  and  ricey  Saigon  at  from 
13/.  to  14/.  per  cwt. 

Gentian  has  an  easier  tendency  owing  to  a  few  arrivals. 
20?.  to  21;?.  is  quoted,  according  to  quality. 

Guaiacum  is  slow  of  sale.  An  arrival  of  9  casks  has 
taken  place. 

Gum  Arabic. — A  small  auction  was  held  to-day  at  which 
250  bales  of  Soudan  sorts  were  bought  in  at  from  23.«.  6d. 
to  25.?. ;  20  bags  reddish  Aden  sorts  at  29?.  6(7. ;  and  23 
cases  small  palish  Karachi  at  21s. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  total  deliveries  during  May  amount 
to  92  packages,  of  which  56  were  Rio  and  the  balance 
Cartagena.  The  stock  now  consists  of  415  Rio  and  42 
Cartagena.  The  stock  of  the  latter  at  the  end  of  May  last 
year  was  216.  There  has  been  very  little  business  in 
ipecac,  an  odd  bale  or  two  of  lean  damaged  Rio  selling  at 
4.?.  10(7.  Fair  is  obtainable  at  5.<  For  Cartagena  4?.  8d. 
is  asked,  and  a  small  sale  of  Johore  has  been  made  at 
5s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Lycopodium  has  lately  shown  increased  demand,  and, 
as  stocks  are  very  small,  prices  have  further  advanced, 
2s.  8d.  per  lb.  being  the  lowest  quotation  in  cases. 

Menthol. — Very  quiet,  at  16s.  6d.  per  lb.,  which  is  the 
nominal  figure  for  Kobayashi  brand.  The  rumour  that  a 
10-per-cent.  tax  is  to  be  placed  on  menthol  and  pepper- 
mint oil  exported  from  Japan  has  been  revived  again  this 
week. 

Mercurials. — Following  the  drop  in  quicksilver,  makers 
of  mercurials  have  reduced  their  prices  by  Id.  per  lb., 
and  now  quote  hyd.  bichlor.  at  2*.  id.,  hyd.  chlorid.  at 
2.9.  Id.,  hyd.  nit.  oxid.  at  2*.  IQd.,  hyd.  oxid.  flav.  at 
3.?.  %d.,  hyd.  prEecip.  alb.  at  2s.  10|rf.,  hyd.  sulph.  alb. 
at  2.?.  id.,  and  hyd.  snlph.  nig.  at  2".  3r/.  per  lb.  ;  not  less 
than  2  cwt.  and  under  10  cwt.  are  subject  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  yi.  per  lb. 

Musk. — The  exports  from  Hankow  during  1903  amounted 
to  43,568  oz.  (113,899/.),  against  46,528  oz.  (120,471/.) 
during  1902. 

Myrrh. — Few,  if  any,  shipments  are  coming  forward 
from  Aden,  it  is  said,  on  account  of  the  plague.  On  the 
spot  92.?.  6d.  is  quoted  for  sorts,  and  for  picked  6/.  10.?. 
to  11.  is  wanted. 

Oil,  Castor. — The  market  is  steady  but  quiet,  Hull 
make  of  medicinal  quality  being  offered  at  21/.  12s.  6f/. 
per  ton  in  barrels,  and  2]£(/.  per  lb.  in  cases,  for  July 


to  December  delivery,  ex  wharf  London.  Belgian  is 
quoted  19/.  10  s.  spot  for  first-pressing,  and  17/.  10s.  per 
ton  for  second-pressing. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes,  on 
May  28,  that,  although  the  weather  favours  the  fishing.: 
the  output  at  Finmarken  continues  very  small,  and  bait 
is  still  wanting  in  many  places.  The  fishing  is  likely  to 
proceed  in  the  same  manner  during  June.  The  market  is 
unaltered,  but  fairly  firm,  with  rather  more  interest 
shown  at  prices  answering  to  180?.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  for  best  non-congealing  quality.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  3,027  barrels,  against 
1.195  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  In 
London  very  little  business  has  been  done,  and  the  market 
still  shows  an  easy  tendency,  at  from  170-?.  up  to  185s. 
per  barrel,  c.i.f..  according  to  brand,  at  which  prices 
agents  are  offering  freely.  Good  non-freezing  Newfound- 
land oil  is  offered  at  7s.  per  gallon. 

Oils,  Essential. — The  market  for  American  (HGH) 
Peppermint  oil  continues  very  quiet,  with  sellers  at 
14s.  6c7.  per  lb.  spot  for.  say.  5-case  lots,  and  for  Japanese 
dementholised  6s.  6d.  is  the  nominal  spot  price,  but  it  is 
probable  that  purchases  could  be  made  at  a  concession. 
Private  advices  from  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
peppermint  oil  generally,  continue  strong  in  tone,  and  for 
tin  oil  $3.50  per  lb.  is  quoted.  French  Neroli  oil  is  likely 
to '  be  dearer,  and  in  one  or  two  quarters  prices  have 
already  advanced.  A  genuine  oil  is  obtainable  at  8s.  per 
oz.,  and  in  one  instance  a  special  brand  is  quoted  10s. 
There  is  a  quantity  of  adulterated  oil  on  the  market, 
containing  a  large  percentage  of  artificial  neroli,  which  is 
offered  at  considerably  less.  The  present  prices  for  Bour- 
bon Geranium  oil  are  likely  to  be  maintained,  as  the  latest 
letter-advices  from  the  island  point  to  a  small  crop. 
Sicilian  essences  show  a  tendency  towards  improvement, 
especially  Bergamot  and  Lemon.  The  former  is  quoted  at 
from  7s.  6d.  to  8s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  the  latter  at 
from  2s.  to  2.?.  id.  Sweet  Orange  is  quoted  7s.  Genuine 
Cajvput  oil  is  firm  at  4s.  per'  bottle.  The  spot  price 
of  Lemongrass  oil  is  unaltered  at  l-2d.  per  oz.,  and 
sellers  of  Citronella  oil  quote  June-August  shipment  at 
lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  London.  Camphor  oil  is  easier,  sellers 
of  white  essential  asking  45s.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Turpentine,  closes  at  41s.  9d.  per  cwt.  for  Ameri- 
can. 

Olibanum. — There  was  no  demand  at  auction,  450  cases 
being  bought  in,  including  drop  at  42s.  and  sittings  at  20*. 
per  cwt. 

Oil,  Wood. — The  exports  from  Hankow  during  1903 
amounted  to  422,970  cwt.,  valued  at  451.593/.,  against 
486,428  cwt.,  valued  at  382.444/.,  in  1902.  From  these 
figures  it  can  be  calculated  that  the  value  in  Hankow  has 
risen  from  15s.  8d.  to  21s.  4rf.  per  cwt. 

Opium.— Some  dealers  are  trying  to  impart  a  little 
more  firmness  to  the  market,  and  it  is  said  there  is  rot  so 
much  pressure  to  sell.  Fine  Turkey  druggists'  is  quoted 
7.?.  id.  to  7s.  6d.,  and  a  few  sales  of  secondary  Tokats 
have  been  made  at  8s.  to  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  Persian  is 
obtainable  at  lis.  6(7.  per  lb.  and  forward  shipment  at  10*. 

Smyrna,  Mav  20.-  -The  sales  this  week  amount  to  46  cases, 
as  follows:  Twentv-eight  cases  Yerli  tale  quale  for  the 
United  States,  12  cases  Bogaditz  for  England  and  the  Con- 
tinent, and  5  cases  tale  quote  for  speculation.  Full  prices 
for  the  above  have  been  paid,  and  so  long  as  there  are 
speculators  and  some  activity  on  the  part  of  regular  buyers 

'  the  market  will  be  maintained.  The  following  are  the 
current  quotations:  current  t.q.  6s.  6c?.  to  6s.  8(7.,  selected 
tq.  6s.  8(Z.  to  6s.  lid.,  Karahissar  as  to  quality  6s.  8(7  to 

!  7s  2d.  Yerli  as  to  quality  6s.  10(7.  to  7s.  4(7.,  and  Bogaditz 
as  to  quality  7s.  3(7.  to  7s.  6(7.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,821  cases,  against  5,051  cases 
at  the  same  period  last  year. 

Pepper. —Quiet,  with  small  sales  of  fair  black  Singa- 
pore at  5|<Z.  to  b%d.  per  lb.,  and  sellers  of  August-Oc- 
tober shipment  at  b%d.  per  lb.,  at  which  business  has 

j  been  done.    White  pepper  remains  quiet  and  unchanged, 

I  at  8|<7.  for  fair  Singapore  and  8^/.  for  fair  Penang. 

Petroleum  is  weak,  at  4(7.  to  5d.  per  gal.  for  Russian. 

|  Bid.  to  6d.  for  American,  and  bid.  to  Id.  for  water-white. 
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Quicksilver. — On  Friday  last  the  importers  reduced  the 
price  2s.  6d.  per  bottle,  to  8/.  Manufacturers  of  mercurials 
announced  a  reduction  of  Id.  per  lb.  on  the  principal  salts. 

Quinine. — Although  shipments  from  Java  for  May  are 
regarded  as  favourable,  there  has  been  practically  no 
business  in  the  second-hand  market.  The  market  is 
perhaps  steadier  than  last  week,  as  the  lowest  price  is  now 
ll^c/.  for  good  German  sulphate,  and  ll^d.  is  asked  for 
"  new." 

Saffron. — Very  quiet,  at  from  33s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  best 
Valencia. 

Santonin. — The  advance  which  was  anticipated  a  fort- 
night ago  took  place  on  Wednesday,  when  the  makers 
raised  prices  2m.  per  kilo. — say  Is.  per  lb.  They  now 
quote  27.s.  3(/.  per  lb.,  net,  for  B.P.  crystals,  in  quantities 
of  not  less  than  28  lbs.,  27-<.  for  at  least  28  lbs.,  and 
26s.  9c/.  for  i-cwt.  lots. 

Sarsafarilla. — Mexican  continues  scarce  both  on  the 
spot  and  in  New  York,  whence  5gc/.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is 
quoted.  The  arrivals  include  52  packages  of  grey  Jam- 
aica, 14  of  Lima,  and  9  of  red  native,  all  of  which  will 
probably  be  offered  next  week.  Honduras  has  been  in 
fair  demand,  and  for  good  Is.  3c/.  per  lb.  is  wanted, 
ordinary  being  quoted  Is.  Id.,  and  common  rough  Is. 

Scammony-root. — Stocks  in  London  are  now  very  large, 
and  good  quality  is  obtainable  at  from  19s.  to  20s.  per 
cwt. 

Shellac. — The  market  opened  with  a  dull  tone,  and  on 
Tuesday  forward  delivery  declined  about  6s.  per  cwt. 
owing  to  "bears"  being  anxious  to  realise;  some  800 
cases  sold  on  that  day,  including  July  at  218s.  to  214.S., 
August  218s.  to  213s.,  and  October  at  213s.  Subsequently 
a  rather  firmer  tone  prevailed,  and  a  few  hundred  cases 
August  delivery  sold  at  from  220s.  to  218.s.  On  the 
spot  small  sales  have  been  made,  comprising  genuine  TN 
Orange  at  220s.  per  cwt.  The  London  stock  remains 
practically  the  same  as  last  month. 

Sulphur. — Flowers  are  quoted  at  6/.  7s.  6d.  per  ton  for 
foreign,  and  roll  may  be  had  at  61.  2s.  6c/.  per  ton. 

Tragacanth. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  at  about 
recent  rates,  and  the  selection  now  on  offer  is  only  poor. 
The  exports  from  the  vilayet  of  Adana  during  1903 
amounted  to  28,488/.,  of  which  3,936/.  was  shipped  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  5,832/.  to  France.  836/.  to  Russia.  1,840/. 
to  Austria-Hungary.  285/.  to  Italy,  1,777/.  to  Germany, 
1,155/.  to  Belgium,  87/.  to  Spain,  and  250/.  to  Turkey. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  the  small  quantity  of  267  tins  was 
offered,  and  about  200  tins  sold,  a  large  proportion  of 
which  consisted  of  quality  rather  below  the  average. 
There  was  .a  fair  demand,  and  the  general  tendency  of 
prices  was  rather  easier,  at  the  following  rates  : 
Seychelles,  fair  sound  firsts,  fair  colour  and  flavour, 
7  to  8  inch  9s.,  6  to  7  inch  7s.  6c/.  to  9s.,  5  to  6  inch  5s. 
to  6s.  3c/.,  3g  to  5  inch  5s.  to  6s.  ;  splits,  5s.  9c/.  to  6s  9c/., 
seconds  and  thirds.  5s.  6c/.  to  9s. ;  foxy  3s.  to  5s  3cZ. 
Mauritius,  7  to  8  inch  9s.  9c/..  6  to  7 'inch  7.s.  to  8s.; 
splits,  6s.  Zd.  to  6s.  9c/.  ;  seconds  and  thirds,  5s.  to  8s. 
per  lb.  Madagascar,  7  to  8  inch  7s.  6c/.,  3g  inch  to 
5  inch  5s.  9c/.;  and  seconds  and  thirds,  6s.  per  lb. 

Wax.  Carnauba. — A  Continental  report  states  that  this 
article  is  in  a  very  firm  position,  owing  to  its  control  by 
j  the  syndicate  in  Brazil.  Prices,  which  are  already  high, 
promise  to  still  further  advance,  and  so  far  they  have  not 
had  the  effect  of  restricting  the  demand.  Grey  quality  is 
quoted  at  from  280m.  to  3C0m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cod-liver  Oil. 

The  adulteration  of  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is  the  subject 
of  a  short  report  by  the  United  States  Consul  at  Christiania, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  says  that  the  foreign  fish-oils 
used  for  adulteration  by  some  dealers  are  mostly  those  from 
coalfish.  cusk.  ling,  and  haddock.  Chemicals  are  not  used 
for  adulteration,  except  that  some  few  refiners  employ  a 
small  percentage  of  sulphuric  acid  during  the  steaming 
process  in  order  to  facilitate  the  extraction  of  the  oil.  The 
adulteration  of  cod-liver  oil  in  Norway  is  said  to  have  been 


unknown  prior  to  the  last  couple  of  years.  Oil  from  coal- 
fish  brought  very  moderate  prices  in  the  Lofoten  Islands 
prior  to  1903,  but  that  year  it  was  in  great  demand  by 
buyers  from  Aalesund  and  Bergen,  who  paid  at  one  time 
over  160s.  per  barrel  for  the  refined  article.  The  oil  of  cusk 
has  been  refined  in  prior  years  also,  but  it  was  in  much 
greater  demand  in  1903  than  formerly,  bringing  as  high  as 
260s.  per  barrel.  These  oils  are  refined  in  the  Lofoten 
Islands,  mostly  in  the  summer  season. 

We  understand  that  the  cod-liver  oil  factory  at  Barton- 
on-Humber,  where  an  attempt  was  made  to  manufacture 
cod-liver  oil  by  a  new  (benzine)  process,  has  not  been  a 
success,  and  that  the  works  are  likely  to  be  closed.  Re- 
ference was  made  to  this  factory  in  our  issue  of  December  13, 
1903,  page  1,018. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  May  26  to 
June  1,  inclusive:  Acid,  acetic  (@  Ghent)  145,  (@  Predrik- 
stad)  100  cbys ;  acid,  carbolic  (@  Amsterdam),  30  cks ; 
acid,  citrio  (@  Bordeaux),  14;  acid,  tartaric  (@  Bari),  32; 
aniseed  (@  Hong-Kong),  50  cs.  ;  antimony  (@  Kobe),  70; 
areca  Colombo),  35;  argol  (@  Naples),  40;  arrowroot 
(@  St.  Vincent)  1173  brls.,  (fa),  Barbados)  227;  arsenic  (@ 
Antwerp),  183;  bleaching-powder  (@  Hamburg),  151;  buchu 
(@  Cape  Town),  53;  calabar  beans  (@  W.C.  Africa),  6; 
capsicums  (@  W.C.  Africa).  12  ;  cardamoms  (@  Bombay)  65. 
(@  Ceylon)  275;  cassia  fistula  (@  Dominica),  16;  coca  leaves 
(@  Colombo),  31;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Tarragona)  24  brls., 
(@  Bordeaux)  123;  cuttlefish  bone  (@  Marseilles),  12  cs.  ; 
gentian  (@  Marseilles)  50,  (@  Bordeaux)  32;  ginger  (@ 
Hamburg)  419,  ((3f  Jamaica)  269 ;  gum  arabic  (@  Suez), 
196;  honey  (@  Jamaica)  396  pkgs.,  (@  Leghorn)  10  cs.  ; 
jaborandi  ((a),  Maranham)  20,  (@  Parnahvba)  76  brls.  ;  kola 
(@  W.C.  Africa),  12  brls.;  liquorice  (@'Batoum),  300  cs.  ; 
mix  vomica  (@  Bombay),  134 ;  oil,  camphor  (@  Kobe), 
200  cs.  ;  oil,  castor  (@  Marseilles)  29  brls.,  24  cs.,  (@  Leg- 
horn) 20  cs.  ;  oil,  cod-liver  (@  Aalesund)  201,  (@  Bergen) 
181;  oils,  essential  (@  Messina)  57  pkgs.,  .(©  Hong-Kong) 
20  cs.,  (@  New  York)  36;  opium  (@  Constantinople)  60  cs., 
(@  New  York)  22;  phosphorus  (©  Montreal),  100  cs.  ; 
potash  permanganate  (@  Hamburg),  40;  quassia  (@  Jam- 
aica), 845  cwts.  ;  quicksilver  (©  Leghorn)  100,  (@  Seville) 
4,398;  saffron  (@  Valencia),  2;  sarsaparilla  (@  Jamaica), 
10;  soda,  chlorate  (@  Gothenburg),  147;  soy  (@  Hong- 
Kong),  325;  sugar  of  lead  (@  Rotterdam),  14  ;  tamarinds 
(@  Barbadoes),  95  brls.,  18  i-brls.  (@  Antigua)  91;  tartar 
(@  Barcelona)  51,  (@  Tarragona)  10,  (@  Bordeaux)  146; 
tartar  emetic  (@  Hamburg),  20;  wax,  carnauba  (@  Parna- 
hvba), 179  brls. ;  wine  lees  (@  Messina),  378. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  fair  improvement  in  the  heavy-chemical  market 
to  be  noted,  the  demand  on  both  home  and  export  account, 
particularly  against  existing  contracts,  being  much  more 
brisk.  New  business  of  importance,  however,  is  not  of  a 
specially  heavy  character.  Values,  on  the  whole,  are  firm 
in  tone,  and  steadily  maintained  at  unaltered  figures. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder,  although  compara- 
tively quiet,  is  moving  better  than  it  was,  and  similar 
remarks  apply  to  caustic  soda.  Ammonia  alkali  and  soda 
crystals  are  in  good  request.  Saltcake  maintains  a  very 
firm  tone,  and  value  is  now  about  36s.  per  ton. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  keeps  quiet,  and  values  are  about 
2s.  6cZ.  per  ton  lower  all  round. 

Lead  Compounds  are  in  average  request  at  unaltered 
rates.  White  acetate  of  lead,  25/.,  less  2£  per  cent.,  Glas- 
gow; brown  acetate  of  lead,  16/.  10s.,  less  2j  per  cent., 
Glasgow;  nitrate  of  lead,  22/.  10s.  per  ton,  less  2g  per  cent., 
Glasgow. 

Alumina-products  show  no  appreciable  change  from  re- 
cent reports,  and  continue  in  fairly  satisfactory  demand. 
Crystal  alum,  lump,  5/.  to  5/.  5s.  per  ton;  lump  in  tierces, 
5//5s.  to  5/.  10s.  per  ton;  and  ground  in  bags,  5/.  10s.  to 
51.  15s.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of  almina  of  purest  qualities  and 
practically  free  of  iron.  4/.  to  4/.  10s.  per  ton,  in  large 
casks,  with  customary  allowances  for  bags  and  loose  slabs. 
Alumino  ferric,  50s.  to  60s.  per  ton.  Aluminous  cake,  50s. 
to  55s.  per  ton,  according  to  condition  and  package.  Hy- 
drate of  alumina,  purest  quality  and  high  strength  Al.,0,, 
12/.  to  12/.  10s.  per  ton  in  large  casks;  hydrate  of  alumina, 
special  pulp,  12/.  10s.  to  13/.  10s.  per  ton  in  casks;  special 
pulp  dried  in  lump.  37s.  6c/.  to  38s.  per  cwt.  ;  ground,  38s. 
to  38s.  6c7.  per  cwt.  Aluminate  of  soda,  high  strength 
Al.Oa,  35s.  to  37s.  6c/.  per  cwt.;  second  quality.  12s.  to  13s. 
per  cwt.    Carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug-market. 

Ha  in  burr/.  Mai/  31. 
Business  is  still  very  quiet,  only  a  few  articles  meeting 
with  interest -from  buyers. 
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Agar-Agar  is  unchanged,  at  230m.  per  100  kilos,  for 
current  quality. 

Antimony  is  quiet  and  lower,  at  29m.  to  28im.  per  100 
kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  firmer,  at  9^m.  per  kilo. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  declining  and  dull  of  sale,  at  480 
to  470m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascaka  Sagrada  is  dull  and  lower;  forward  delivery  can 
be  bought  at  90m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  very  quiet  and  neglected,  Russian  being  quoted 
290m.  to  285m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha. is  quiet;  Rio  is  offered  at  11m.  to  lO^m.  and 
Cartagena  at  10m.  to  9|m.  per  kilo. 

Japan  Wax  is  lower  at  112m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  shows  a  firmer  tendency  at  280m.  to  285m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  fiat;  spot  is  quoted  37m.,  and  forward 
delivery  35m.  per  kilo. 

Senega  is  quoted  on  the  spot  at  620m.  per  100  kilos,  and 
for  shipment  475m.  per  100  kilos,  c. i.f.  Hamburg. 

Star-aniseed  remains  cheap,  at  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  quiet,  at  105m.  per  100  kilos. 

Worm  seed  is  quoted  108m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Cod-liver  is  tending  firmer,  non-congealing 
oil  offering  at  220m.  to  230m.  per  barrel.  Castor  is 
neglected,  first-pressing  in  barrels  offering  at  38m.  per  100 
kilos.,  c.i.f.  Hamburg.  Palm-kernel  is  very  scarce  at  49m. 
per  100  kilos,  spot.  Chinese  wood  on  the  spot  is  54im.  per 
100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  (HGH)  is  quiet,  at  15m. 
per  lb.  and  Japanese  dementholised  at  14£m.  per  kilo. 
Star-aniseed  is  unaltered,  at  lOjin.  per  kilo. 

American  Drug-market. 

JVeio  York,  May  17. 

Business  generally  continues  dull  and  the  drug  market  is 
quiet,  with  few  features  of  interest.  Most  dealers  are 
willing  to  make  concessions  to  induce  business. 

Asafetida  is  in  good  demand,  but  prime  gum  is  scarce 
on  the  spot  and  20c.  to  28c.  per  lb.  is  asked,  according  to 
(juality. 

Beeswax  is  quiet  but  firm,  at  32c.  for  crude  yellow. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  market  is  quiet,  with  15c.  still 
quoted  for  new  bark,  but  little  business  is  passing. 

Camphor  is  dull,  and  quotations  of  64c.  are  nominal;  but 
speculative  movements  may  enhance  the  price. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  weak  and  the  market  irregular.  Prime 
Norwegian  has  sold  at  $54,  and  less  would  be  accepted  for 
future  delivery. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydrastis)  is  scarce ;  and  improved  de- 
mand has  stiffened  values,  which  are  firm  at  $1.20  to  $1.25. 

Japan  Wax  is  in  poor  demand,  and  the  spot  market  is 
easier,  with  offerings  at  14c. 

Mandrake  is  firmer,  and  9^c.  is  asked  for  spot  goods. 

Menthol  is  unsettled,  but  a  firmer  tendency  is  evident. 
Goods  have  been  sold  down  to  $4.75,  but  the  market  has 
reacted,  and  $5.25  is  now  the  inside  figure. 

Opium  is  neglected,  at  $2.70  in  case  lots. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  in  small  supply,  well  concentrated,  and 
the  market  is  firmer,  with  $3.50  asked  for  spot  goods. 

Sarsaparilla  (Mexican)  is  firmer,  at  92c,  owing  to  better 
demand  and  light  supplies. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  June  1. 

Cap.nauba  Wax. — For  a  recent  arrival  at  auction  135s. 
cwt.  was  bid  for  grey  and  150s.  for  yellow,  and  refused. 

Castor  Oil. — Rather  more  inquiry  has  been  shown  for 
spot  parcels,  sales  having  been  made  at  f^'j  rf.  to  2,5S(/.  per 
lb.,  according  to  quantity.  For  arrival,  some  are  still  un- 
willing to  operate  in  spite  of  lower  prices  being  quoted. 
First-pressure  French  remains  unchanged  at  2%d.  In  the 
absence  of  further  arrivals  stocks  are  very  limited. 

Ginger  (African).— At  auction  20s.  was  bid  and  refused, 
21s.  being  asked.  Very  little  business  is  reported,  owing  to 
buyers  and  sellers  being  too  far  apart  in  their  ideas. 

Quillaia  seems  rather  firmer  in  price,  with  sellers  at 
17/.  15s.  per  ton. 

Turpentine. — Rather  easier,  at  43s.  per  cwt.  Sellers  seem 
more  inclined  to  take  lower  prices  for  forward  delivery. 

Arsenic  rather  weaker,  at  12/.  10s.  per  ton. 

Chillies  (Sierra  Leone,).- -At  auction  35s.  per  cwt.  was  bid 
and  refused,  42s.  6(7.  being  wanted. 

Honey  (Chilian).— Ninety-eight  barrels  of  Pile  3  have  been 
sold  at  20s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Beeswax  (Chilian).— Twenty-eight  bags  have  been  sold  at 
77.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Indian  Opium. 

The  "Indian  Agriculturist"  of  April  1  reports  that  there 
is  a  likelihood  of  the  trade  in  Indian  opium  being  consider- 
ably affected  by  the  war  in  the  Far  East.    The  quantity  of 


'  Bengal  opium  to  be  sold  during  the  ensuing  year  is  taken 
I  at  48,000  chests.    In  view  of  the  high  average  price  obtained 
during  the  current  year,  especially  at  the  sales  of  February 
and  March,  the  average  price  for  1904-5  has  been  taken  at 
Rs.  1,250.    The  Malwa  trade  has  also  been  brisk,  and  a 
j  moderate  increase  is  allowed  for,  though  not  to  the  full 
i  amount  of  the  probable  receipts  during  the  current  year. 
:  Last  season  there  was  a  bumper  crop,  and  the  budget  pro- 
vision has  been  largely  exceeded.      The  latest  reports  indi- 
cate that  the  crop  of  the  present  season  will  also  be  con- 
|  siderably  above  the  average ;  and   it  has  therefore  been 
thought  prudent  to  frame  the  estimate  for  1904-5  on  a 
liberal  scale. 


Company  Bews. 


IIomocea  (Limited).— The  report  for  the  year  ended 
March  31  last  states  that  after  payment  of  salaries  and  work- 
ing expenses,  advertising,  and  legal  and  other  expenses  in 
connection  with  the  reduction  of  capital,  there  remains  1,240/. 
A  full  dividend  for  the  year  1903-4  on  the  preference  shares 
was  paid  on  February  1,  and  it  is  proposed  to  pay  an  interim 
dividend  of  3  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares  for  the 
year  1904-5  on  July  1  next,  the  directors  think  that,  con- 
sidering the  general  bad  state  of  trade  during  the  year,  the 
result  of  the  year's  working  must.be  considered  satisfactory. 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  annual  meeting 
was  held  at  Liverpool  on  May  31,  Sir  John  Brunner,  M.P. 
(chairman  of  directors),  presiding.  The  Chairman  said  he 
was  glad  to  announce  that  Dr.  Ludwig  Mond  had  returned 
home  from  Italy,  and  was  now  himself  again.  With  regard 
to  the  balance-sheet,  there  had  only  been  an  addition  to 
the  capital  account  of  9,214/.,  which  was  the  smallest  amount 
over  shown  in  one  year.  At  the  same  time,  the  cost  of 
production  continued  to  go  down.  They  had  invested 
110,0007.  in  hard  cash  during  the  year,  while  their  invest- 
ments, which  appear  in  the  books  at  364,000/.,  are  to-day 
saleable  at  a  much  higher  figure.  The  reserve  fund  now 
stands  at  850,000/.  They  had  been  buying  patents  to  the 
extent  of  151,000/.,  and  he  hoped  that  the  departmental  com- 
mittee, presided  over  by  that  shrewd  man  of  business,  Mr. 
C.  T.  Ritchie,  which  the  Government  had  recently 
appointed,  would  recommend  a  wise  change  in  the'  law  in 
regard  to  the  charges  for  income-tax  in  the  interests  both 
of  the  patentees  themselves  and  the  purchasers  of  patents. 
He  had  had  a  good  many  letters  asking  why  the  company 
did  not  pay  a  greater  dividend.  His  answer  was  that  ho 
desired  to  consolidate  the  position  of  the  company,  and 
he  declined  to  consider  the  interests  of  the  present  share- 
holders as  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  business  generally. 
His  policy  was  to  make  the  company  even  more  solid  than 
it  was  now.  He  concluded  by  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report  and  the  payment  of  dividends  for  the  year  of  7  per 
cent,  on  the  preference  and  30  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary 
shares.  Mr.  Hugh  Bell  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
adopted. 


Ztc  Xec  penny. 

An  Historic  Medical  Amulet. 

By  J.  P.  Gilmour. 

IN  the  course  of  the  evening  drive  from  Crossford  to 
Lanark  which  forms  part  of  the  itinerary  for  the  ex- 
cursion of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association  on  June  7,  the  coaches  conveying  the 
party  will  pass  the  main  entrance  to  the  domain  of  Lee, 
the  patrimonial  estate  of  the  ancient  Lockhart  family, 
whose  most  precious  heirloom  is  a  mystical  medical  amulet 
— known,  because  of  its  setting,  as  the  Lee  Penny: — which 
has  attained  world-wide  celebrity  from  the  circumstance 
that  it  figures  conspicuously  in  Sir  Walter  Scott's  fascinat- 
ing romance  of  "  The  Talisman."  Readers  of  the  tale  will 
remember  that  Saladin,  the  Saracen  King,  disguised  as  a 
physician,  cures  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion  of  a  dangerous 
fever  by  means  of  the  talisman,  which  is  thus  described  : 

"Know  then  that  the  medicine  to  which  thou,  Sir  King, 
!  and  many  a  one  beside,  owe  their  recovery  is  a  talisman, 

composed  under  certain  aspects  of  the  heavens'  when  ■  the- 

Divine  Intelligences  are  most  propitious.  I  am  but  the 
I  poor  administrator  of  its  virtues.  I  dip  it  in  a  cup  of 
!  water,   observe  the  fitting   hour  to  administer  it  to  the 

patient,  and  the  potency  of  the  draught  works  the  cure." 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  book  it  is  stated  that  the  Soldarb 

sent  the  talisman  as  a  nuptial  present  to  the  young  Earl  oi" 
,  Huntingdon. 
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"  But  though  many  cures  were  wrought  by  it  in  Europe, 
none  equalled  in  success  and  celebrity  those  which  the 
Soldan  achieved.  It  is  still  in  existence,  having  been 
bequeathed  by  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  to  a  brave  knight 
of  Scotland,  Sir  Simon  of  the  Lee,  in  whose  ancient  and 
highly  honoured  family  it  is  still  preserved  ;  and  although 
charmed  stones  have  been  dismissed  from  the  modern  Phar- 
macopoeia, its  virtues  are  still  applied  for  stopping  blood 
and  in  cases  of  canine  madness." 

In  his  introduction  to  "  The  Talisman  "  Scott  gives  the 
tradition  held  by  the  Lockhart  family  as  to  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  Lee  Penny  was  acquired  by  them. 
From  this  it  appears  that  Sir  Simon  Lccard  was  a  com- 
panion of  the  "good  Lord  Douglas"  when  that  staunch 
comrade  of  the  Bruce  set  out  for  Palestine  to  deposit  his 


The  Lee  Penny. 


dead  master's  heart  in  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  As  is  well 
known,  Douglas,  in  his  ardour  to  wage  war  against  the 
Infidel,  turned  aside  to  help  the  Spaniards  against  the 
Moors,  and  perished  in  battle.  In  the  course  of  this  or  a 
later  campaign  in  Palestine,  Sir  Simon  Lccard  made  captive 
a  powerful  Moorish  emir,  for  whom  he  demanded  a  high 
ransom.  It  is  related  that  in  delivering  the  treasure  the 
emir's  mother  or  wife  inadvertently  exposed  a  curious 
stone  which  she  hastily  endeavoured  to  conceal.  The 
shrewd  Sir  Simon  incontinently  suspected  that  it  must 
needs  be  a  prized  possession,  and  under  pressure  the 
woman  explained  that  it  had  powerful  powers  in  arresting 
haemorrhages  and  healing  wounds.  Thereupon  Sir  Simon, 
who  seems  to  have  been  less  gallant  towards  the  fair  than 
on  the  field,  insisted  that  the  talisman  should  form  part  of 
the  emir's  ransom,  and  it  was  very  reluctantly  handed  to 
him  with  directions  as  to  its  mode  of  application.  When 
Sir  Simon  returned  from  the  wars,  he  brought  the  talis- 
man with  him,  and  it  still  remains  the  property  of  his 
descendants. 

The  stone,  which  is  triangular  or  heart-shaped  and  has 
not  been  mineralogieally  classified,  is  set  in  the  reverse  of  a 
groat  of  Edward  IV.  of  the  London  Mint.  A  small  chain 
is  attached  to  the  stone,  and  the  whole  is  preserved  in  a 
gold  box,  the  gift  of  the  Empress  Maria  Theresa  to  the 
famous  Count  Lockhart. 

The  mode  of  using  the  charm,  as  in  the  case  of  all  magic 
and  curing  stones,  is  regarded  as  important.  The  Soldan's 
simple  method,  as  described  by  himself,  has  become  more 
complicated  in  later  practice.  The  prescriptive  routine  is 
to  draw  the  Penny  once  round  a  vessel '  containing  the 
water,  and  then  to  dip  it  three  times  in  the  water — the 
idiomatic  formula  is  "three  dips  and  a  sweil  "—which 


thence  receives  marvellous  prophylactic  and  curative 
powers. 

Until  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  water 
thus  catalytically  "dynamised"  was  sent  all  over  the 
country  as  a  sovereign  preventive  and  panacea,  available 
alike  against  devils  and  disease.  An  old  farmer  told  Sir 
J.  Y.  Simpson  that  in  his  young  clays  no  byre  (cowshed) 
was  considered  safe  unless  it  had  a  bottle  of  Lee  Penny 
water  suspended  from  the  rafters.  So  great  was  the 
vogue  of  the  amulet  at  one  time  that  ailing  people  and 
animals  were  brought  to  Lee  from  all  parts  of  uie 
country.  It  frequently  happened  that  when  a  town  was 
infested  with  plague  which  proved  intractable  to  ordinary 
measures,  applicaticn  was  made  for  a  lean  of  the  Lee 
Penny.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  the  Corporation  of 
Newcastle  (which  city  was  then  being  ravaged  by  the 
pestilence)  borrowed  the  Penny,  under  the  heavy  bond 
of  6,000/.  It  is  said  that  the  Corporation  would  willingly 
have  forfeited  the  bond  in  order  to  retain  such  an  alexi- 
pharmic  in  their  midst,  but  the  Lockharts  insisted  on  its 
restoration  to  them.  As  late  as  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century  the  stone  was  lent  to  Baird  of  Saugh- 
tonhall,  near  Edinburgh,  to  cure  his  lady,  said  to  be 
suffering  from  hydrophobia.  According  to  the  account, 
given  at  the  time.  Lady  Baird  was  actually  in  the 
"horrors"  of  rabies  when  the  Penny  arrived,  but  by 
drinking  the  water  medicated  by  the  stone,  and  bathing 
in  it,  she  was  speedily  restored  to  health.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  century  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  the  Penny  for 
human  diseases  seems  to  have  sunk  almost  to  zero,  but  it 
was  still  supposed  to  be  of  value  for  veterinary  purposes. 
In  his  "Account  of  the  Lee  Penny,"  published  in  1782, 
Hunter  states 

it  being  taken  and  put  into  the  end  of  a  cloven  stick  and! 
washed  in  a  tub  full  of  water  and  given  to  cattell  to  drink 
infallibly  cures  almost  all  manner  of  diseases.  The  people 
come  all  airts  [parts]  of  the  Kingdom  with  diseased  beasts. 

Nowadays  the  Lee  Penny  has  ceased  to  be  a  fetish,  and. 
is  prized  only  for  its  archaeological  associations. 

When  Presbyterianism  was  at  the  zenith  of  its  tem- 
poral power  in  Scotland  it  sternly  suppressed  everything 
that  savoured  of  paganism  or  demonolcgy.  A  certain 
zealot,  Gavin  Hamilton  of  Raploch,  lodged  a  complaint 
with  the  Presbytery  of  Lanark  against  Sir  Thomas  Lock- 
hart of  Lee  for  his  superstitious  use  of  "  ane  stone  set  in. 
silver  for  the  curing  of  diseased  cattell."  The  matter, 
after  the  manner  of  ecclesiastical  deliberations,  was  carried 
from  court  to  court,  but  it  was  ultimately  adjudged  with 
all  solemnity  that  whereas  the  charm  was  merely  dipped 
into  water  which  the  diseased  cattle  had  to  drink,  whereas 
no  words  of  incantation  were  used  to  invoke  its  magical 
powers,  and  whereas  they  had  so  far  advanced  in  science 
as  to  know  that  God  had  given  special  virtue  to  herbs  and. 
stones  for  healing  man  and  beast,  they  found  no  cause  to. 
prevent  its  use. 

In  a  valuable  paper  on  "  Some  Scottish  Magical  Charm- 
stones  or  Cure-stones,"  in  the  "  Proceedings  of  the  Scot- 
tish Society  of  Antiquaries,"  the  late  Sir  J.  Y.  Simpson' 
describes  a  number  of  medical  stone  amulets  which  were 
formerly  highly  esteemed  in  the  Highlands  and  Lowlands 
of  Scotland,  and  gives  data  as  to  the  antiquity  and  uni- 
versality of  the  belief  in  prophylactic  and  therapeutic 
amulets.  Paris  in  his  "  Pharmacologia "  (pages  19  and 
26)  has  some  suggestive  remarks  on  the  introduction  of 
precious  stones  into  the  materia  medica;  and  the  case 
which  he  cites  of  the  water  medicated  by  having  the  ring 
of  St.  Remigius  dipped  into  it  offers  a  point  of  contact 
with  the  similar  property  of  the  Lee  Penny.  The  subject 
is  too  wide  and  complex  to  be  discussed  here.  It  must 
suffice  to  say  that  the  results  of  recent  anthropological  re, 
search  make  it  certain  that  the  belief  in  amulets  and 
talismans  generally,  and  in  particular  in  medical  charms, 
has  its  roots  in  that  universal  fetishism  which  has  formed 
a  phase  of  all  primitive  human  culture,  although  it  now 
exists  chiefly  in  pvribus  naturalibus  among  sava;  c  races. 
It  is  related  to  the  numerous  family  of  medical  supersti- 
tions, once  iustified  by  an  archaic  psychology,  to  which 
the  delusions  of  sympathetic  magic,  the  doctrine  of  signa- 
tures, and  the  absurdities  of  astrological  medicine  belong. 
Of  that  vanished  and  happily  unreturning  past  the  Lee 
Penny  is  a  silent  but  salient  symbol. 


912 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


June  4,  1904 


General  flDeoical  Council, 


SPRING  SESSION. 

THE  preliminary  report  printed  last  week  dealt  with 
the  first  day's  proceedings  on  May  25. 

The  Penal  Business, 

which  commenced  on  Thursday,  May  26,  was  ex- 
ceptionally light,  one  fresh  case  only  being  con- 
sidered. The  serious  charge  against  Richard  Henry 
Darwent,  of  Rokeby,  Newington,  Hull,  registered  with 
the  Triple  Qual.  of  Scotland,  1893,  that  he  had  abused 
his  position  as  a  medical  man  by  committing  adultery  with 
a  married  woman  whom  he  had  been  attending  profes- 
sionally, of  which  adultery  he  had  been  found  guilty  by 
the  Divorce  Court  on  October  29,  1902,  in  the  case  of 
"  Spink  v.  Spink,  Benson,  and  Darwent,"  was  postponed 


Mr.  Morris,  F.R.C.S., 


Dr.  Caton. 


who  succeeds  Mr.  Bryant  as      Appointed  by  the  University 
representative  of  the  Royal         of  Liverpool  to  represent 
College  of  Surgeons  on  the         them  on  the  G.M.C. 
G.M.C. 

till  next  session  after  the  Council  had  devoted  an  hour 
and  a  half  to  its  consideration.  A  number  of  witnesses 
had  assembled  on  both  sides,  and  Mr.  oianeld,  represent- 
ing Mr.  Spink,  had  stated  the  case  for  the  complainant. 
Mr.  Muir,  counsel  for  Mr.  Darwent,  pressed,  "  with  great 
respect "  but  very  pertinaciously,  as  vital  to  his  client's 
interest,  the  necessity  of  going  into  evidence  regarding 
Mrs.  Spink's  answers  in  the  divorce  proceedings,  which 
the  Council,  advised  by  Mr.  Muir  Mackenzie  and  after 
lengthy  deliberation  in  camera,  ruled  to  be  not  relevant. 
Mr.  Muir  announced  that  he  would  have  to  withdraw 
from  the  case  if  it  was  now  proceeded  with,  and  asked  that 
the  hearing  might  be  adjourned  in  order  that  he  might  take 
steps  for  the  prohibition  of  the  inquiry.  Mr.  Muir  finally 
obtained  leave  to  adjourn  the  case  so  that  he  might  test 
in  a  higher  court  the  legality  of  the  Council's  ruling. 

Doctors'  Clubs  again. 

The  charge  brought  by  the  London  and  Counties  Medical 
Protection  Society,  represented  by  Dr.  Hugh  Woods, 
against  Harold  Augustus  Easton,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  of 
Thornton  Heath,  that  he  had  systematically  sought  to 
attract  patients  by  the  employment  of  persons  to  canvass 
for  subscribers  to  a  medical  club,  and  by  the  distribution 
of  the  rules  of  the  said  club,  was  gone  into  very  thoroughly. 
Dr.  Woods  brought  several  witnesses  who  had  been  called 
upon  by  one  Mr.  Brisley  and  canvassed  to  join  Dr. 
Easton's  club  at  a  charge  of  2s.  entrance-fee  and  lOd.  a 
week  for  the  family  insurance ;  one  witness  who  had  held 
out  for  6d.  a  week  as  payment  was  offered  8^.  as  a  com- 
promise. These  persons  had  all  made  statutory  declara- 
tions, having  been,  it  was  elicited  by  Dr.  McVail,  marched 
off  in  a  body  for  that  purpose  by  Dr.  Owen,  a  practitioner 
who  lived  close  to  Dr.  Easton,  and  had  been  in  practice 
three  years  in  Croydon,  whilst  the  latter  was  a  new  comer. 
Dr.  Easton  conducted  his  own  defence,  and  in  spite  of  his 
youth  conducted  it  very  well.    Mr.  Brisley,  a  builder,  but 


Easton. 


formerly  an  insurance  agent,  had,  Dr.  Easton  stated, 
called  to  ask  if  he  had  a  club  and  on  hearing  that  he  had 
not,  suggested  that  he  should  start  one.  Brisley  added 
that  several  people 
had  asked  him  if  he 
knew  of  one,  and 
offered  to  act  as  col- 
lector, as  he  had  been 
employed  by  doctors 
in  that  capacity  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  years. 
Dr.  Easton  engaged 
Brisley  thereupon  as 
collector  with  a  15  per 
cent,  commission ;  he 
urged  the  latter  to  be 
very  careful  whom  he 
enrolled  as  he  had  no 
desire  to  get  anyone 
else's  patients,  and 
Brisley  declared  that 
he  was  fully  acquainted 
with  the  amenities  of 

the  medical  profession.  The  members  of_  the  club 
were  most  of  them  his  own  patients,  and  it  was  out 
of  consideration  for  the  poorer  ones  that  he  started 
it,  as  it  did  not  benefit  him — rather  the  reverse.  He 
admitted  that  there  had  been  canvassing,  and  he  was 
quite  aware  how  that  was  regarded  by  the  medical  pro- 
fession ;  but  it  had  been  done  without  his  knowledge 
or  consent.  Dr.  Easton  called  Mr.  Brisley  and  other 
witnesses,  who  supported  his  statements.  It  was  ascer- 
tained that  though  Dr.  Easton  had  had  a  letter  from 
the  Medical  Defence  Union  asking  if  he  canvassed,  he  had 
received  no  intimation  of  any  charge  being  made  against 
him  from  Dr.  Woods  and  did  not  know  till  that  after- 
noon that  the  Medical  Protection  Society  were  the  com- 
plainants. After  a  short  deliberation  in  camera  the 
President  announced  that  the  allegation  that  Dr.  Easton 
had  systematically  canvassed  for  patients  had  not  been 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council,  but  the  warning 
was  added  that,  probably  owing  to  his  youth  and  inexperi- 
ence, he  had  narrowly  avoided  infringing  the  Council's 
resolution  in  regard  to  canvassing,  and  that  he  should  be 
very  careful  in  future. 

Mr.  Granger,  who  was  before  the  Council  last  session 
in  consequence  of  a  conviction  obtained  against  him  of 
neglect  of  his  children,  but  against  whom  the  Council  did 
not  proceed  to  extreme  measures,  reappeared  to  answer 
for  his  conduct  during  the  last  six  months.  Mr.  Granger, 
handed  in  a  letter  certifying  as  to  his  conduct  from  a 
doctor  in  the  district  in  which  he  had  been  living,  and  a 
letter  written  by  himself,  which  stated  that  after  hard 
struggles  he  had  obtained  an  appointment  and  abstained 
from  alcohol.  The  President  thereupon  dismissed  him 
with  a  kindly  word  of  admonition  as  to  his  future 
conduct. 

A  N.S.W.  Dentist. 

An  application  from  Mr.  James  Dickson  Hamilton, 
Hunter  Street,  Newcastle,  N.S.W. ,  for  registration  as  a 
dentist  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  refused.  The 
grounds  of  the  application  were  that  he  was  already 
registered  under  the  Dentists  Act  of  New  South  Wales. 

Instruction  Without  Examination. 

The  whole  of  Friday  was  occupied  with  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report,  prepared  in  accordance  with  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  Council  last  November  by_  joint 
members  of  the  Education  and  Examination  Committees, 
on  the  Preliminary  examinations  of  the  Conjoint  Boards. 
The  report  was  presented  by  Dr.  Norman  Moore,  who 
said  that  it  contained  much  valuable  information. 
Replies,  which  showed  a  surprising  unanimity  of  opinion, 
had  been  received  from  all  the  licensing  bodies  and  many 
of  the  medical  and  scientific  institutions  to  the  questions 
regarding  their  examinations,  sent  out  by  the  Council. 
Having  considered  the  whole  question,  the  committee  had 
prepared  a  series  of  recommendations  which  were  then 
put  to  the  Council  seriatim  in  the  form  of  resolutions. 
The  resolutions  which  dealt  with  the  Preliminary  exami- 


June  4,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


913 


nations  in  chemistry  and  physics  were  agreed  to  without 
any  difficulty.  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tichborne  it  was 
decided  that  the  examination  in  practical  chemistry  should 
include  simple  volumetric  analysis  as  well  as  easy  pre- 
parations and  simple  experiments  illustrating  important 
principles,  Dr.  Pye-Smith  putting  in  a  warning  protest 
against  drawing  tighter  the  reins  of  chemistry,  or  suffering 
chemists  to  make  any  prohibition  barrier.  When  the 
question  of  biology  came  under  consideration,  and  it  was 
moved  that  it  be  retained  in  the  curriculum,  a  long  debate 
arose,  the  Council  going  into  committee.  Dr.  Mackay 
urged  in  a  speech  which  (as  Sir  W.  Thomson  said)  carried 
conviction  to  many,  though  it  embodied  a  novel  sugges- 
tion, that  as  the  curriculum  is  overloaded,  biology  should 
be  retained  as  a  teaching  subject,  but  that  an  examination 
in  it  should  not  be  demanded,  provided  that  the  course  of 
study  in  the  subject  is  adequate.  This  was  supported  by 
Sir  J.  Tuke.  Sir  V.  Horsley,  seconded  by  Sir  Charles 
Ball,  moved  that  further  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
touching  biology  be  suspended  and  the  report  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee  to  report  to  the  Council  upon  the 
course  of  study  with  especial  reference  to  the  study  of 
biology.  Dr.  MacAlister  pointed  out  that  a  consensus  of 
opinion  as  to  the  desirability  of  retaining  biology  had  been 
received  from  experts  in  medical  and  scientific  education, 
and  the  committee  were  not  likely  to  arrive  at  anything 
fresh.  If  biology  is  excluded  from  examinations  it  will 
soon  drop  out  of  the  teaching  subjects.  Sir  William 
Thomson  thought  that  postponement  was  desirable,  so  that 
the  practicability  of  the  novel  and  attractive  suggestions 
of  Dr  Mackay  might  be  considered  in  detail.  The 
principle  might  be  applied  to  subjects  other  than  biology. 
Dr.  Windle  was  confident  that  in  the  future  the  solution 
of  many  difficulties  will  be  found  in  instruction  without 
examination.  Dr.  McVail  declared  that  no  case  had  been 
made  out  for  the  exclusion  of  biology,  and  that  anything 
more  impracticable  than  Dr.  Mackay's  proposal  he  had  not 
heard  for  a  long  t;me.  Sir  Victor's  motion  was  lost  by 
10  to  19.  Finally  the  following  amendment,  moved  by 
Dr.  Finlay,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  was,  after  some  show 
of  impatience  (the  previous  question  being  moved  and  lost 
by  only  one  vote),  carried  by  sixteen  to  twelve  : 

That  the  Preliminary  Scientific  Committee  be  re-ap- 
pointed, and  instructed  to  consider  and  report  as  to  the 
advisability  of  dispensing  with  examinations  in  the  case 
of  any  of  the  subjects  in  which  courses  of  study  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  licensing  bodies. 

The  amendment  was  then  put  as  a  substantive  motion, 
when,  to  the  surprise  and  amusement,  and  possibly  chagrin, 
of  some  of  the  members,  the  figures  came  out  the  other 
way,  fifteen  voting  against  and  thirteen  for  the  motion,  so 
that  eventually  it  was  lost. 

The  question  was  not,  however,  shelved.  Dr.  Mackay, 
seconded  by  Dr.  Norman  Moore,  moved  on  Saturday 

That  the  Education  Committee  be  requested  to  collect 
information  and  report  on  the  subject  of  the  possibility  of 
including  certain  _  subjects  in  the  curriculum  without*  re- 
quiring examination  in  them. 

Mr.  Morris  said  that  the  result  of  his  experience,  especi- 
ally with  regard  to  dental  education,  was  that  subjects 
which  could  be  dispensed  with,  or  which  did  not  tell 
directly  in  examinations,  were  evaded.  Dr.  McVail  got  the 
bit  between  his  teeth  and  contested  the  motion  in  a  way 
which,  as  Sir  V.  Horsley  said,  was  very  amusing,  but  not 
relevant.  Dr.  Mackay  narrowly  escaped  being  quenched 
by  the  approach  of  four  o'clock  ;  the  standing  orders  were, 
however,  suspended  just  in  time,  and  the  motion  was  put, 
and  carried  by  thirteen  to  eleven. 

The  New  Regulations  of  the  Royal  Colleges. 
The  annual  contest  with  the  Colleges  came  off  on 
Saturday,  but  Sir  V.  Horsley  was  for  once  in  the 
minority.  Communications,  referred  to  the  Council  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  from  the  Roval  Colleges,  in 
regard  to  the  curriculums  and  examinations  in  scientific 
subjects  were,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Norman  Moore, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  received  and  entered  on  the 
minutes.  Following  on  that  came  the  motion  by  Sir  V. 
Horsley,  seconded  by  Sir  William  Thomson  : 

That  the  courses  of  study  laid  down  in  the  new  regu- 
lations of  the  Examining  Board  in  England,  by  the  Royal 


College  of  Physicians  of  London,  and  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  taking  effect  in  March, 
1905,  are,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  insufficient. 

Sir  Victor  stated  that  the  motion,  which  he  brought  for- 
ward as  a  public  duty,  referred  to  the  first  part  of  the 
communications  only;  he  was  satisfied  with  the  details 
given  of  examinations.  The  Council  was  the  supreme 
authority  on  medical  education,  and  it  had  been  given  to 
understand  that  the  new  regulations  of  the  Colleges  were 
being  framed  in  accordance  with  the  former's  regulations. 
They  now  saw,  however,  in  black  and  white  the  opposite 
of  what  was  expected  :  the  curriculum  instead  of  being 
five  years  was  only  four  and  a  half,  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  Council  were  violated,  and  the  long  debates 
extending  over  a  period  of  ten  years  were  all  thrown 
away.  Dr.  McVail,  while  agreeing  in  principle  with  Sir 
Victor,  turned  up  the  minutes  to  prove  that  the  Council 
had  practically  conceded  disputed  points,  so  that  its 
dictum  had  not  been  transgressed  in  the  regulations.  Dr. 
MacAlister  emphasised  the  three  new  points  of  departure 
taken  now  by  the  Colleges,  which  are  all  to  the  advantage 
of  medical  education;  they  had  gone  further  and  made 
more  drastic  conditions  than  the  Council  itself  would  have 
laid  down,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  grossly  unjust  for 
the  latter  to  say  that  the  course  of  study  prescribed  is 
insufficient.  Dr.  Windle,  Sir  J.  Tuke,  and  Sir  William 
Thomson  continued  the  discussion,  and  Sir  Victor  Horsley 
replied  with  considerable  warmth.  On  the  motion  being 
put  it  was  lost,  only  six  voting  for  it. 

Visitation  of  Examinations. 

A  rather  heated  debate  arose  out  of  the  motion  pro- 
posed by  Sir  P.  Heron  Watson — "That  the  Council  com- 
plete the  visitation  of  the  Preliminary  Scientific  examina- 
tions by  appointing  Visitors  to  visit  these  examinations  in 
the  Universities."  Dr.  Mackay  suggested  that  the  Council 
should  only  occasionally  inspect  the  Preliminary  examina- 
tions, though  they  should  always  inspect  the  Finals  ;  and  ' 
Sir  J.  Tuke  thought  it  unnecessary  to  visit  the  Universi- 
ties. Dr.  Pye-Smith  protested  against  the  wanton  extrava- 
gance, and  finally,  an  amendment,  moved  by  Dr, 
MacAlister,  for  the  postponement  of  the  visitation  till  the' 
visitation  of  the  Final  examinations  is  completed,  was> 
carried. 

The  Bandits. 

A  long  and  somewhat  stormy  debate  took  place  on  Mon- 
day over  a  motion  affecting  the  constitution  of  the  Council, 
which  was  moved  by  Sir  J.  Tuke  : 

That  the  Lord  President  of  the  Privy  Council  be  re- 
quested to  introduce  into  Parliament  a  Bill  to  confer 
upon  the  General  Medical  Council  statutory  power  to 
establish  and  maintain  Registers  of  Medical  and  Dental' 
Students,  and  to  impose  a  fee  not  exceeding  £1  for  regis- 
tration therein. 

Considering  the  matter  from  the  monetary  and  adminis- 
tration standpoint.  Sir  John  said,  as  regards  the  former, 
that  if  the  Council  goes  on  as  it  has  been  doing,  it  is  within 
measurable  distance  of  bankruptcy.  For  the  last  five 
years  the  average  excess  of  expenditure  over  income  has 
been  1.525/. — a  total  of  7.500/.  The  members  have  intro- 
duced certain  economies,  reducing  their  own  fees  for  one 
thing,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  a  stoppage  of  the  cycle 
of  inspections.  By  the  proposed  Bill  an  income  will  be 
added  of  1,700?.,  which  will  give  a  small  and  absolutely 
requisite  surplus — more  money  will  be  needed  as  time  gees 
on  for  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Another  reason  for  the  Bill  is 
that  he  had  the  suspicion  that  students  did  not  always 
register  themselves.  As  regards  administration  the  Council 
would  be  made  responsible  for  a  scheme  of  registration, 
and  power  to  lay  down  its  conditions  would  follow.  This 
would  be  highly  convenient  to  the  Council,  the  students, 
and  the  public. 

Sir  V.  Horsley  supported  the  motion  in  the  interests  of 
the  profession  and  the  public.  Dr.  Payne  did  not  see  that 
compulsory  registration  would  give  the  Council  unlimited 
power  to  prescribe  the  conditions.  To  withhold  registra- 
tion from  a  student  would  be  to  introduce  a  new  principle. 
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Dr.  Norman  Moore  declared  that  the  Council  is  in  pressing 
want  of  money,  but  has  a  still  insatiable  desire  for  power. 
The  object  of  the  resolution  under  consideration  was  to 
impose  a  fee  for  which  neither  the  student  nor  the  public 
would  get  any  return,  and  He  protested  against  any  such 
arbitrary  step.  Sir  William  Thomson  replied  with  some 
indignation  that  the  picture  painted  of  the  Council  was 
that  of  a  company  of  bandits  formed  to  assault  the  unfor- 
tunate student  for  the  extraction  of  his  money.  Work  was 
given  the  Council  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  it  must  have 
money  to  do  it.  Mr.  Morris  thought  the  motion  was  a 
backstairs  method  of  getting  control  over  preliminary  edu- 
cation. On  Friday  and  Saturday  the  Council  sat  at  a  cost  of 
576/.,  and  the  only  result  was  to  send  pious  resolutions  to 
bodies  who  might  either  act  on  or  disregard  them. 

Dr.  MacAlister  pointed  out  that  the  statutory  power 
asked  for  was  the  logical  completion  of  the  power  con- 
ferred by  the  Act  of  1868,  and  would  only  make  it  explicit 
instead  of  implicit.  Dr.  Little  and  Sir  J.  Moore  supported 
the  motion  on  registration  rather  than  financial  grounds. 
Sir  .C.  Nixon  referring  to  Mr.  Morris'  indictment  of 
expense,  said,  amidst  laughter,  that  the  representative  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  was  a  very  able  and  inter- 
esting speaker,  but  he  should  be  sorry  to  be  financially 
responsible  for  the  length  of  his  speeches.  The  President 
finally  clinched  the  matter  by  strongly  supporting  the 
motion,  which  was  carried  by  twenty-two  to  six. 

Sir  Victor  Horsley  moved  : 

That  the  Preliminary  Scientific  Committee  be  re- 
appointed, and  instructed  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  existing  courses  of  study  in  the  branches  of  elementary 
biology. 

Sir  Victor  objected  that  the  report  already  presented  is 
in  the  form  of  a  digest,  but  not  in  a  digested  form. 

Mr.  Jackson  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried, 
as  also  was  one  adding  Sir  Victor  to  the  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  advised  the 
Council  to  add  to  the  present  list  of  districts  and  com- 
mands recognised  as  suitable  for  outdoor  training  in 
hygiene,  Madras,  Bengal,  and  the  Punjab.  The  report 
was  one  of  the  matters  left  for  Tuesday,  the  last  day  of 
thei  sitting,  and  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee. 

The  members  of  this  committee  are  Dr.  MacAlister 
(Chairman),  Dr.  Norman  Moore,  Dr.  Payne,  Sir  George 
Philipson,  Sir  John  Batty  Tuke,  Dr.  McVail,  Sir  John 
Moore,  and  Mr.  Tichborne.  They  submitted  the  following 
report  : 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  have  to  report  that  from 
November  25,  1903,  to  May  24,  1904.  the  sales  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  (1898)  were  606  copies,  and  of  the 
Addendum  (1900)  130  copies.  Thus  up  to  May  24,  1904, 
35,197  copies  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  1898,  and  4,294  copies 
of  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Addendum  1900  (including  the 
Government  of  India  edition)  have  been  sold.  The  stock 
remaining  in  hand  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  1,834  copies, 
and  of  the  Addendum  2,113.  It  will  therefore  be  unneces- 
sary to  print  a  fresh  issue  this  year. 

The  Executive  Committee  _  has  referred  to  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee  for  consideration  and  report  the  ap- 
pended memorial  from  the  Decimal  Association,  and  other 
papers  relative  to  the  Weights  and  Measures  (Metric 
System)  Bill,  which  after  amendment  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee has  passed  the  House  of  Lords,  and  is  now  awaiting 
consideration  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  committee  have  also  had  before  them  the  notice  of 
motion  on  the  subject  which  has  been  placed  on  the  Coun- 
cil's programme  by  Mr.  Jackson. 

The  committee  are  strongly  impressed  with  the  import- 
ance of  bringing  the  weights  and  measures  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  into  accord  with  the  international  system 
which  is  current  in  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  all  other  coun- 
tries. In  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1898  what  may  be  described 
as  a  transitional  method  was  adopted.  Doses  were  expressed 
in  the  familiar  Imperial  system  only,  the  directions  for 
pharmaceutical  processes  in  both  the  Imperial  and  the 
metric  system,  and  the  directions  for  analytical  operations 
in  the  metric  system  only.  Were  the  metric  system  to  be- 
come within  a  few  years  the  one  legal  system  employed  in 
this  country,  the  work  of  the  committee  would  be  appre- 
ciably simplified,  though  it  would  probably  still  be  neces- 
sary to  insert,  in  reference  to  dosage  at  least,  equivalents 
expressed  in  the  old  Imperial  terms. 


The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  Council 
may  properly  use  its  influence  in  favour  of  the  legislation 
referred  to  in  the  Memorial  of  the  Decimal  Association,  and 
in  the  motion  of  which  Mr.  Jackson  has  given  notice.  • 

A  report  with  reference  to  the  tests  for  the  detection  of 
arsenic  in  the  drugs  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  prepared  for  the 
committee  by  Professor  W.  R.  Dunstan,  F.R.S.,  with  the 
help  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Robinson,  M.A.,  has  just  been  received 
and  will  receive  careful  attention. 

The  committee  desire  to  express  their  thanks  to  Dr.  L.  E. 
Shore,  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  for  an  inter- 
esting and  valuable  addition  to  their  library,  namely,  a 
copy  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Londinensis,  1651. 

Dr.  MacAlister  read  the  report,  and  made  no  remark 
upon  it. 

Sir  J.  Moore,  in  seconding,  urged  the  Council  to  do  all 
in  its  power  to  facilitate  the  establishment  of  the  metric 
system.  It  is,  he  said,  inconceivable  that  in  this  twen- 
tieth century  the  old  weights  and  measures  should  still 
continue  to  be  used.  In  some  of  the  schools  the  masters 
are  still  teaching  the  boys  the  old  Troy  weight,  and  the 
result  is  wholesale  rejection  in  weights  and  measures 
when  they  come  up  for  the  Preliminary  examination.  The 
report  was  read  and  entered,  and  adopted  unanimously. 

The  Metric  System. 
Consequent  on  a  memorial  to  the  Council  from  the 
Decimal  Association  it  was  unanimously  agreed — ■ 

That  the  President  (with  the  Chairman  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia Committee)  be  requested  to  inform  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Privy  Council  that  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Council  it  is  desirable  that  after  a-sufficient  period,  to 
be  fixed  by  law,  the  metric  system  of  weights  and 
measures  should  become  the  one  legal  system  for  the 
preparation  and  dispensing  of  drugs  and  medicines ;  that 
the  Council  would  view  with  favour  the  passing  into  law 
of  a  Bill  such  as  that  now  before  Parliament  entitled  the 
"Weights  and  Measures  (Metric  System)  Bill";  and  that 
in  that  event  the  Council  would  be  prepared  to  take  all 
necessary  steps  to  give  effect  to  the  law  by  making  the 
proper  modifications  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

Medical  and  Dental  Companies. 

Sir  Charles  Ball  submitted  the  following  motion  ; 

That  copies  of  the  judgments  in  the  cases  "  O'Duffy  v. 
Jaffe,  Surgeon  Dentists  (Limited)"  and  "The  King 
(Rowell)  v.  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies,"  together 
with  the  following  Resolutions  of  the  General  Medical 
Council,  be  sent  to  the  Lord  President  of  the  Privy 
Council  for  his  information. 

That,  in  view  of  the  judgment  of  Chief  Baron  Palles, 
the  General  Medical  Council  hope  that  the  Government 
will  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary — 

(a)  To  restrain  the  Registrar  of  Joint-Stock  Com- 
panies from  registering  any  new  company  unlawfully 
using  the  term  "dentist"  or  any  similar  title  which 
would  be  likely  to  lead  the  public  to  believe  that  the 
members  of  such  company  were  registered  dentists  when 
such  is  not  the  case.  (6)  To  prevent  companies  already 
registered  from  continuing  unlawfully  to  use  the  term 
"  dentist "  or  any  similar  title  which  would  be  likely 
to  lead  the  public  to  believe  that  the  members  of  such 
companies  were  registered  dentists  when  such  is  not 
the  case,  (c)  To  in  like  manner  prevent  the  use  by 
companies  of  unlawful  titles  which  would  be  likely  to 
lead  the  public  to  believe  that  the  members  of  such 
companies  were  registered  medical  practitioners  when 
such  is  not  the  case. 

Sir  Charles  reviewed  the  cases,  and  pointed  out  that  the 
word  "dentist"  is  the  hall-mark,  and  if  used  by  an 
unregistered  person  the  public  is  defrauded.  Insuffi- 
ciently qualified  persons,  such  as  many  of  those  registered 
before  1878  die  out,  but  companies  may  go  on  for  ever. 
He  added  that  the  Board  of  Trade  had  within  the  last 
few  days  registered  a  dental  company.  Mr.  Tichborne 
seconded,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Dr.  Pye-Smith  presented  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, which  was  passed  without  comment ;  and  Mr. 
Tomes,  who,  it  was  stated,  could  not  only  add  up  figures, 
but  make  them  come  out  correct,  was  elected  Second 
Treasurer.  After  other  formal  business  the  Council  con- 
cluded its  business  before  five  o'clock. 


In  1902  New  Zealand  exported  37,390  lbs.  of  honey,  of 
which  34,820  lbs.  was  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom. 


